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CAP. XLVII

An A& to appoint Commiffioners to inquire and ex-
amine into the Publick Expenditure, and the Con-
du&t of Publick Bufinefs, in the Military Depart-
ments therein mentioned; and to report f{uch

Obfervations as thall occur to them for corre&ting

or preventing any Abufes and Irregularities, and for
the better condu&ing and managing the Bufinefs of
~ the faid Departments ; to continue in force for
Two Years, and from thence until the Expiration
of Six Weeks after the Commencement of the then
next Seflion of Parliament. [sth Fune 1803.]

HEREAS it is expedient to appoint Commiffioners to enquire
and examine into the Publick Expenditure and the Condu& of

Publick Bufinefs in the Departments hersin-after mentioned,
and to report fuch Obfervations as thall occur to them, for corretting
or preventing any Abufes or Irregularities that may exift therein,
and for the better condulting and managing the Bufinefs of the
faid Departments, and on the Means of enfuring a prompt and regular
auditing of Publick Accounts: May it therefore pleafe Your Majefty that
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it may be enacted; and be it enacted by the King’s moft Excellent Majefty,
by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal,
and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affembled, and by the Autho-

Commilfoners Tity of the fame, That Major General Hildebrand Odakes, Colonel Frederick

appointed to
inveltigate
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To enquire
into the Ex-

Beckwithy, “Licutenant Colonel Jobn Drintwiter, Samtiél Compion Cox
¢ Efquire, “Giles Templeman Efquire, Henry Peters Efquire, and Charles
s Bofanquet Elquire, fhall be and are hereby conflituted and agpointed

Commiffieners for carrying into Execution the Purpofes aforefaidy and te
f examine l%t{i‘cl“zn'rd inveftigate how far the Regtilitions recomm@nded by

the Commiflioners appointed under an A pafled- in the Twentieth Year
of the Reign of His prefent Maijefty, and feveral fubfequent A, to ex-
amine and ftate the Publick Accounts and other Matters relating thereto,
and by the Select Committee of the Houfe of Commons appointed in the
Year One thoufand feven hundred and ninety-feven, ‘to examine into the
Publick Expenditure, have been carried into Executicn; and whether
any other Regulations, or any Alterations and Amendments in any that
have been heretofore adopted, may conduce to the Publick Benefit; and
fﬁf:}) Commifioners fhall report uponand {tate the fame to His Majefty and
Both Haifes of Parliament. _ SA ,

-

II. And be it further ena&ed, That fuch Commiffioners fhall alfo en-

pertmeaai quire and examine into the Publick Expenditure and Condu& of Publick

Conduét of

the Othices of

ufinefs in the feveral Offices and Departments herein-after mentioned;
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Odnancs 6. (thatis to fay)in the Officeof Ordnance ; the Office of the Secretary at War,
 Se-

cretary at

including the Mode of iffuing Subfiftence, Cloathing, and all other Ne-

War, &c.and  ceffaries and Allowances to His Majefty’s Forces; and in the Offices of

t0 repol t.

Adjutant, Quartermafter,.and Barrackmafter General refpe&ively ; and
in the Office of the Commiffariat ; and in the Royal Hofpital at Chelfea,
and the Royal Military College, and the Royal Military Afylum, and the
Medical Department ; and alfo what Balances are ftill ‘remaining in the
Hands <of "any Publick Accountants in any of the faid Departnients
or Offices, and whether any and what Abufes or'Irregularities exift,and in
any . fuch Cafes as appear to thém to require it, whether any or what
“Abufes or Irregulatities have exifted inanyof fuch Offices or Departments ;
or have been practifed or committed by any Perfon or Perfons that'now
‘are or have been concerned in managing; condudting, or wanfading the
_Bufinefs of-any of thefaid Offices or Departments, or been in any Manner
-employed therein ; and fhall report upon and ftate the fame to’ His
Majefty and both Houfes of Parliament, and alfo report on the moft
effectual Means of remedying the fame; and generally fhall report on the
State and Management of the faid Offices and Departments, and fuggeft any
duch Regulations for the better carrying on the Publick Service therein as
may appear to them conducive to the Publick Intereft ; and they fhall alfo
enquire into and, ftate any Delays that have arifen in the examining and
auditing the Publick Expenditure, under an A¢t pafled in the Twenty-
fifth Year of the Reign of His prefent Majefty, and into the Mode of
‘conduéing Publick Bufinefs in the Office of the Commiffioners appointed
ander'the faid A&, and fuggeft any Regulations that may appear to them
moft effectual for enfuting a prompt and regular auditing of all' Publick
Accounts in future. ' . ki

Commiioners ©* THL." Provided always, and be it further enated, That nothing in this

not C°'!‘PS“§‘1 ‘A& ‘contained thall be conftrued to compel the faid Commiilioners to en-
teenquirento -, 3 : -
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quire into any Abufes, Frauds, or Irregularities that have exifted and no
longer exift ‘in any of the Departments or Offices herein named, in {uch
Cales as may not appear tothem to require it.
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. IV. And whereas the Commiffioners appointed to examine certain Pube
lick Expenditures in the We2 Indies, have proceeded in the Execution of
their Duty to inveftigate the fame, .and have reported thereon to the Com-

-miflioners of the Treafury: And whereas it has been alcertained b
the faid Commiflioners, under the faid laft recited Adt, that great
~#bufes have exifted and great Frauds have been committed in the
Expenditure of the Publick Money in the Wg# Indies - And whereas it is
highly neceflary that Regulations {hould be adopted for the Prevention of
fuch Abules in future ; be it therefore enalted, That the Commiffioners
under this A¢t fhall, and they are hereby required to take into Confidera-
tion all fuch Abufes and Frauds, and the Reports made thereon ; and to
- alceriain and report to His Majefty and both Houfes of Parliament, the
beft and moft effectual Regulations and Checks for the Prevention thereof
in future. x
V. And be it further enafted, That for the better F.xecution of this
prelent A&, the Commiflioners herein-before named, or any Three of
them, are hereby authorized to meet and " fit from Time to Time in fuch
Place or Places within “the Cities of London and Weftminfter, or elfewhere
within the United Kingdom, as they fhall find moft convenient, with or
without Adjournment, and to fend their Precept or Precepts, under their
_Hands and Seals, or under the Hands and' Seals of any Three of them,
_for any Perfon or Perfons whomfoever, and for fuch Books, Papers,
~ Writings, or Records relating to any of the Offices or Departments heréin-
before menticned, or to any Contrads, Dealings; or Tranfa&ions which
may have taken place with the faid Offices or Departments, as thall be
neceflary for carrying into Execution the Purpofes of this A& all which
- Perfons are hereby required and directed punétually toattend the faid Coms
miffioners at fuch Time and Times, Place and Places as fhall be ‘by them
appointed 5 and fuch Perfons as fhall fo be fent for fhall have fuch Cofts

and Charges as the faid Commiflioners, or any Three of them, fhall think
Ait. :

VL. And, for the rendeting more effeftual all fuch Examinations as are
“intended to be had under this A&, be it enatted, That it thall be lawful
for the faid Commiffioners, or any Fhree of them; and they are hereby
authorized and required, to examine upon Oath or Affirmation of Perfons
being' Quakers (which QOath or Afliymation they, . or any Three of
them, are hereby authorized to adminifter) all Perfons whom they fhall
_find Gccafion to call before them to be examined touching all Matters and
~ Things neceffary for the Execution of the Powers vefted in them by this
A&, ' i '

VIL. And be it further ena&ed, That if any Perfon or Perfons fummoned
* to appear before the faid Commifhiorers, or any Three of them, fhall wil-
fully negle& or refufe to appear betore the faid Commiflioners; or an
- ‘Three of them, or to bring or produce any Accounts, Books, Papers,

Writings, or Records relating to any of the faid Offices or Departments,
- or toany Centialls, Dealings, or Tranfadtions with the faid Offices or
: : Departments,
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Departments, or any of them that thall be in his, her, or their Poffeflion,

Culftody, or Power, and which he, fhe, or they fhall have been required

. by fuch Summons to produce, or fhall refufe to be fworn, or being

But po Perfon
thall be coni~
pellable to
anfwer any
Qzftion or
produce Pa-
pers which
may criminate
himfelf,

A Writ of
HabeasCorpns
may be award-
et tor bring-
ing Perfons in
Cuftody 1n
England be-
fore the Com-
miffioners to
be examinzd.

Commiflioners
tu be fworn.

Quakers fhall refufe to affirm, or being fworn or being Quakers having
affirmed fhall refufe to anfwer to and before the faid Commiffioners, or
any Three of them, any Queftion on Oath or Affirmation touching or
concerning any Thing relating to the feveral Offices or Departments above
mentioned, or any Contraéts, Dealings, or Tranfactions with them or
any of them, or any Profit made on any Sums or Balances of Publick
Money in the Cuftody of any Perfon or Perfons belonging to any of the
faid Offices or Departments, either by fuch Perfon or Perlons, or by any
Perfon or Perfons on his or their Behalf, then and in every fuch Cafe it

1hall be lawful for the faid Commiffioners, or any Three of them, and

they are hereby authorized and empowered to make and iffue their Warrant
or Warrants under their Hands and Seals, or under the Hands and Seals
of any Three of them, for taking and apprehending any fuch Perfon or
Perfons, and committing him, her, or them to fuch Prifon, as the faid
Commiffioners or any Three of them fhall think fit, there to remain with-
out Bail or Mainprize until he, fhe, or they fhall fubmit to be examined
touching and concerning all Matters and Things neceffary for the Execution -

“of the Powers given by this A&, or to make fuch Produiion as aforefaid,

as the Cafe may be.

VIIL. Provided always, and be it further enaéted, That no Perfon fhall
be compellable to anfwer any Queftion or to produce any Account,
Book, Paper, or Writing, the Anfwer to which or the Prodution of

_ which may criminate or tend to criminate fuch Perfon, or to expofe fuch

Perfon to any Pains or Penalties.

-IX. And whereas it is expedient to make Provifion for bringing Perfons
detained in Cuftody under Civil or Criminal Procefs, to be examined be-
fore the Commiflioners herein-before named, touching fuch Matters and
Things as are neceflary for the Execution of the Powers vefted in them by
this A¢t; be it therefore further enatted, 1hat, from and after the pafiing
of this A, it fhall be lawful for any Judge of His Majefty’s Courts of
King’s Bench and Common Pleas refpeétively, or for any Baron of His
Majefty’s Court of Exchequer of "the Degree of the Ceif, at his Difcretion
to award a Writ or Writs of Habeas Corpus, for bringing any Prifoner or
Prifoners, detained in any Gaol or Prifon in that Part of the United
Kingdom called England, before the Commiffioners herein-before named,
or any Three of them, to be by them examined, touching the Matters
and Things aforefaid. :

X. And be it further enafted, That the faid Commiffioners named in -
this A&, before they enter upon the Execution of the fame, fhall take an
QOath before the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or before the Mafter of
the Rolls for the Time being (which Oath they and each of them are and
is hereby authorized and required to adminifter) the Tenor whereof fhall
be as followeth ; (thatis to fay), :

- A. B. do fwear, That according to the beft of my Skill and Know-
¢ = ledge, 1 will faithfully, impartially, and truly execute the feveral
¢ Powers and Trufts vefted in me by an A&, intituled, 4n A for [here

- : ¢ infert
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“infert the Title of the Act), dccording to the Tenor and Purport of the
¢ fard AG - Aot -

XL And be it further enacted, That in cafe any Perfon or Perfons,
upon Examination upon.Qath, or being Quakers upon Affirmation, be-
fore the faid Commiflioners or any Three of them refpe&ively, as before

9%

Perfons giving
falfe Evidence
to be punifhed
for Perjury.

mentioned; {hall wilfully and corruptly give falfe Evidence, every fuch -

Perfon fo offending, and being thereof duly convitted, fhall be and is

hereby declared to be fubje and liable to fuch Pains and Penalties as by,

any Law now in force Perfons convicted of wilful and corrupt Perjury are
fubjett and liable-to.

XIL-And be it further enacted, That in cafe of a Vacancy or Vacancies,
by Death or Refignation of any One or more of the faid Commiffioners,
during the Continuance of this A&, it fhall be lawful for His Majefty to
nominate and appoint fuch Perfon or Perfons, not being a Member or
Members of the Houfe of Commons, as He may think proper, to fupply
fuch Vacancy or Vacancies; and that every Perfon fo nominated and
appointed, having taken the Oath of Office above mentioned, fhall be held

How Vacana-
cies are to be
filled up.

and confidered to be invelted with all the fame Powers as are delegated to the
Commiflioners appointed by this Act, in whofe room fuch Perfon is fo

nominated.

X111 And be it further enacted, That no Perfon ép}iqinted a Commiffioner
by this Act fhall accept of or bold any Civil Office .of Profit during
Pleafure from or under His Majclty during the Continuancé of this
IXCt." g :

X1V. And be it further enacted, That the faid Commiffioners fhall be and
they or any Three or more of them are hereby authorized to appoint and
employ fuch Clerks, Meflengers, and Officers as they fhall think meet,
and to give to every of the faid Clerks and Officers an Oath for his true
and faithful Demeancur in all Things relating to the due Performance of
theTruft repofed in hith by the faid Commiffioners, and in all other Things
touching the Premiles ; which Clerks and Officers are hereby required
faithfully to execute and perform the faid Truft in them feverally and
refpectively repofid, without taking any Thing for fuch their Service other
than fuch Salary’ or Reward as the faid Commiffioners or any Three of
them fhall think fit to direct and appoint in that Behalf ; and the Lords
Commiffioners of the Treafury, or Lord High Treafurer for the Time
being, are hereby authorized and required to iffue and caufe to be paid
any Sums of Money not exceeding Two thoufand Pounds to fuch Perfon
or Perfons as the faid Commiffioners or any Three of them fhall by Writing
under their Hands defire or direct, out of the Confolidated Fund of Grear
Britain 3 which Sums {0 iffued and paid fhall be employed for ‘the Pay-
ment of Clerks, Meflengers, and other Officers, and in " defrayirfg all

¥ CI s 10 or about the Execution’of the Powers’of this

Act, and i= fnch er, and mn fuch Proportions as fhall be appointed
e fad s, or any Three of them by Writing under their

d ! t Behalf ; the fame to be accounted for by the

Perfon or Perfons to whom the fame thall be iffued or paid according to
irfe of His Majefty’s Exchequer, without any Fees or: other

tzKen or demanded for the iffuing and Payment of the fame,
6K on
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on the paffing of the faid-Accounts, other than fu¢h Sum as the faid Com-
miffioners or any Three of them fhall appoint.

XV. Provided always, ‘and be it further enafted, That no Aétion fizll
be brought againft any of the faid Commiflioners, or any other Perfon
or Perfons whomfoever, for any Matter or Thing whatfoever done or
committed under or by virtue or in the Execution of this A&, uialefs fuch
Action fhall be brought within Six Calendar Months next after the doing
or committing of fuch Matter or Thing : Provided alfo, that if any A&ion
or Suit fhall be hereafter commenced or profecuted again{t any Perfon or
Perfons for any Matter or Thing done under, by virtue, or in the Execution
of this A&, fuch Perfon or Perfons may plead the General Iffue, and give’
this A¢t and the fpecial Matter in Evidence ; and if the Plaindff thall be-
come nonfuited, or fuffer Difcontinuance, or forbear further Profecution,
or if Judgement fhall be given for the Defendant or Defendants, fuch De-
fendant or Defendants {hall recover Treble Cofts, for which he, fhe, or
they thall have thelike Remedy as where Cofts by Law are given to De-
fendants. :

XVI. And be it further enacted, That this A& may be altered, amended;
or repealed by any A& or Ads to be made in this Seffion of Parliament:

XVIL And be it further enacted, That this Act fhall continue in force for
the Sgace of Two Years, and from thence until the Expiration of Six
Weeks after the Commencement of the then next Seffion of Parliantent,
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