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THE POLITICAL EXAMINER.

Party is the maduess of maay for the gaih of a ‘fewr,

i Swiry,
No. 61.
’ e o
CINTRA COX‘:’E.‘{TION AND ITS CONTINGEKCIES.
e

Tee nation at large has long ago settled it’s opinion re-
specting the Cintra Convention, and cvery subsequenf aci
of the higher powers has only tended to confirm that opi-
nion.  The public curiosity respecting the debate on 'I_‘i.mna
day looked merely to the numbers that might divide for or
against Ministers: people knew very well that the Opposi-
tion, considered ¢s an Opposition, could say nething agdinst
the measure that has ot already been said over and over ;
again, or rather that they could not, because they dared

Rot, say so much: they kaew very well, that Lord Hexee

Perey would put the question with Jjust as much truth as

weuld shew that he was fighting for place and not against

it, and that Lord Casrieresen would answer with just as

miuelt insolent falshood as would prove his deflance of com-

mon sense.—The division, or in other %ords, the mere

question Liow far Placemenin the House of Commons could

prevail, was the old miserable ebject to which the nation,
Jaoked, as it has been accustomed to do for some years

pastswith a mixture of sullen and of frigid curiosity, the res

suit of long corruption in the Senate and still lenger
tience in the people: ;

- Things however have literally become so bad, that it

requires more than ordinary talents to give them any to=

fereble gloss; a few hard scratches at the superfices shew

al ence the rottenness of the foundation on which the wels

fare of the State depends at present for support; and asthe

recent inguivies, BEGUN BY THE PEOPLE axd followes
#p by ene or two of their redl Representatives; have shews

the potency of simple trath by threatening the exisience ag
well as exposing the weakness of the Ministry; men who at
all vajue their characier for common thinking -canaot but:
side with the nation on cases ﬂag.runtly xnanifcst,-bon-upt'

A_pa-

1on
every day sinks fadter into a state of dotage that threatens.
it with a loss of il’s common gains as well as cOmMon fa=
cultics, and the consequence is; that en the first debate
that affected the Péarlianientary infuence of the Biiuistcrs,
‘they have earvied the gquestion by a majority of fifty only,
1203 to 153,—Shawme agit is to the peeple of this nation,
that their universal opinion cannot obtain the SWay dmong
their Representatives, even the present instanes of somes
thing like an opposition, powerful when it has truth on it's
fide and then only; 15 & consolation to feviving depens’
- deace; ‘

¢ “Pon honour;” 1 suppose;—ct very

Lord Henny Perry opened tlhie debate with 4 elesr
statement of many unhappy facis, such as the irresolation
of Ministers in .point of time and in point of object; the
totally inadequate egnipment of the expedition; particularly
s to provisions and cavalry, the supersession of the Ges
nerals,the mortifying contrast of Bonaparse’s pelitical and
military tactics, and the miserable farce of the Board of
Inquiry. The answer of Lord Casntswracs to thése facs
was really, though it came from that Neble Lord; in a sin=
gular style of barefaced shuflling. The first artifice of this
man of feeling is to affect an extreme candour by going be=
yond his accuser in fviuting out ether probable grounds of
aceusation; by which means he crdeavours, 1 st; to confound

what be kas done properly, or that of which he is 1o} des

cused, with what he has done ill, or that of which he s
accused; and 2diy, to throw gn impttation of suspicious
cantion on the silence of his dectiser with respect o the
former points. Out of a little that is granted he therefors
mdkes a great deal, and draws off the altention of the
House with a kind of jocular appeal to their pathetic feels
wgs, as ““ a very ill-used Gentleman:” This artifice oes
cupies at least one third of his speech as reposted in the
uewspapers.  Another third is taken up with the exercia
of his old talent, flat contradiction. Thtis in spite of what
every body else, whether ministerial or not, has acknoy=
ledged,—in spite of all those who were eyeawitnesses of the
contyary, and in spite of his gallant Friend, Sir Arvrrua
Werreseey himself, who attributed the escape of the
Tiench atter the baitle nf Vimiera, and in fagt ihe Convéans
fion itself, to the want of cavalry; he assects that the a4
valry were quite sufficient for the purposes Gecasise they
were equal in number to these of the epemy, -1 necd no
say; that this singular assertion is utterly without, proaf
both in point of reasoning and of fact,  As to the artittery
horses, which have been invariably represented by alf tlie

reditable eye-witnesses, who could have neithe
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policy in debying the fuct, as at once Blind, lame, aud sick,

¢ Moble Lord tells us, not only that they wers more than
it dod the best of dny; but adds; with ag aip q{ziié
¢, that they swere very much admired by the Frencis
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degave
fuch admired; "pog

3 > 3 3 o
bonour 1”7 - Blind to be sure) but dow’t mention it :

iania
and sick, but Iet that rest; * they ware very much ads
mired by the French.”  His Lordship however doecs nok

tell us Fow the Trench admired them; or what they said, of

who heard themn, Is the Noble Lord aware that ther

admiration not only of amazed liking, but of wnazsd sl

Feople, for instance, admirs the sonduct of Mr,
and at ths yanme time

they e

dnnot but admire
Ditke of Yeonz; people wimire the it of Sxe
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and they atmire how moch heras taken to drown it: in
“ short, the more people admire sound honesty, and sound
veason, the more they admire the impudence of Lord
Castizreacyu in giving the lie to both. The Freach are
wagzs, and I will not answer for what their shrugs or their
stares might signify when they beheld our admirable horses.
The Noble Lord, by a very Irish fizure of speech, calls
‘these prepossessing palfreys his Countrymen. His Lord-
ship is certainly at liberty to make a beast of himseif, as
~wiltier Irishimen have done before him, for the sake of a
_comparison ; but how far the Irish may deserve or take
his compliment, remaiys to be discovered, He may
know, indeed, how far Lorture has rendered them lame,
and Le may have good reason for thinking that the .go-
"‘verument of hlmsc,lf and his old co”aa\rucs has made lhcm
sick ; but let him beassured, that they are neither blind,
‘nor likely to "be so in times like these. However, whe-
ther the artillery-horses were good or bad, admirable er
contemptible, his Lordship at the close of his panegyric,
tells us, with a feciing obvious enough, that <“it by no
means followed, that an army was useless, even without
Thorses ; and this tangent brings me to the third cha-
racteristic of his Lordship’s logic, a fondness for inappli-
cable precedent. ¢ Often,” says his Lordship, ¢ when
we went to war in insular situations, we had no artillery-
horses. In Egypt we had but 150, and the same was the
case when Sir Ravem ABcprerousie was in Holland.”—
With. respect to the supersession of the Generals, he
_thought it was hardly possible that in any extensive mili-
tary operations the chief command should not chah%
hands,” as for instance, ¢“in the Low Countries it Ahap—
-pened that on one occasion, within the period of 48
Jours, no fewer than four such changes took place;”
and on the subject of Courts of Inquiry, he settles the
question by telling us ¢ that Boards of Inquiry have been
adopted in the most important periods of our history.”
Now what have all these precedents to do with different
‘couniries, d:jﬁrent times, and of course different means 2
The q*'mtlon is, not whether there is a precedent for hav-
ing few horses, or no horses, for superseding Generals in
a few hours, or for instituting Boards of lmquiry, bat
whether the thing ‘is right or wrong, seasonable or un-
scasonable.  There are precedents ““in the most im-
‘portant periods of our history ” for wearing pemkes all
over one’s shoulders ; but t}mt is no reason why [ should
dress like a madman. 'The Noble Lord is fond of draw-
ing his inferences from German example: I wish to God
Giewould draw great instead of small ones, and then he
would learn to remember, not how many Generals, or
how many pig-tails the Anstrians have had in a campaign,
fut how many campaigns they have lost, with all their Ge-
nerals and their pig-tails too. Did Bovavarce supersede
Juror twice in the space of two days? Did he supessede
‘Sourr the other day 2 Does he supersede Avcpreau, in
one place, Lersnvre in another,” and Beexipovrs in
another? Do his Gencrals miss their victories or their men
for want of horses or provisions ? 'No ; and why, my Lord
Casvrereaco ? You know very well you wonld shake to
give the answer? It is because he gives no military offices
to mere interest and want of talent ;. it is because he uses
every possibie foresight and ability that he can command:
because he even makes use of the chemical talents of his
subjects at once lo r;in“ph*'" nd strengthen the means of
subsistence, and makes unity of ob,od the forerunner and
- the swrety of “multiplicity of .altainment. Thus every

= -
new cainpaign gives him new military glory, and a new
¢rowin, and tai-,es dway just as much of the one from us
and of the other from cur Ailius. Oh! that we shouid
have justice ea our side, and see her thus violated by
folly # Oh! that wisdom sheuld Isudly lift up her voi ce n
our streets; and be thus treated by a set of idlers cu
themselves the King’s Servants, who frst neglect her from
pride, and then insolt her- by precedent {—¢ Was it no-
thing,” cried his Lordship, ¢ in 2 short campaign of thre
weeks to have taken possession of a country of great
strength ; to have defeated an army of 25,000 men, fo
have liberated a whole country from the grasp oi" our
enemy, and to heve restored it again to ils own people 7
No; it is nothing, nay it is worse than nothing, if we.
to lcse not on]v the great object of all this acqux
but also the acquisition itself, if we are to defeat 2n army
merely to send it forth to beat us on another and more i
portant oecasion, for which very occasion we defeated if.
In a campaign of a few wecks Bonaparts not only gains
countries, but keeps them for ever, and mnot only keeps
them, but takes away so much strength from his enemies.
I am sure if we had suffered the French to keep possession
of Portugal, we might have been defealed with quite'?s
much applause in the North of Spain as we have beeng
yet the Portuguese expedition; we are told, was for the
sole purpose of better assisting the Spaniards, and it is upon
this sole ground that the defence of the Convention is rested.
if the end, therefore, has been unattainable by the e
asit is now proved to have been, the mcans certainly m:
have been inadequate. BowapsrTr was not to be
feated at Lisbon, even though we had three Comman
one_after the other. But if the noble Lords pr
proves that he could do nothing at Lisbon, be went out of
his chain of reasoning to shew us that his theory could de
nothing in Spain. Lord Hexry Prrry had said, thatt
Ministers at the commencement of the Spanish war
hy chance three disposable forces to assisi i, one in
land, one in the Baltic, and onc ®h the MMediterranean ;
and that the Ministers should have immediately sent th
forces to the scat of war. Ifow does Lord Casrrere
answer these facls? With his usual ‘barefaced shu
ile allows the situation of those forces, but argues in
“first place, thatnobody could expect them to meet t
ther for the purpose of proceeding to one place, wher
nobody talked of expecting *ms, but are there no sach
thing as orders ? His Lordship can send out orders to su-
persede his Genecrals; he can send out orders to batfes
down friendly cities; and why could he net send out or-
ders to form a junetion ? Granting however that this junc-
tion could have been effected, he laughs ab the inadequacy
of the whole ferce for the reduction of the Pyrenees, as
if Lord Hexry meant that no more should be sent with
them. ¢ How,” he cries, « could 25,000 men contend
for the Pyrenees with 100,000 men in Spain, and 400,008
in France?’ How indeed, and yet he sent out a very few
more tolonquer all France, even at Lishou. - The man
takes a delight in condemning himself from his own month.
So far from thinking a force of 25,000 men adeguate for
the seizure of thc Pyrenees, it is the universal public
complaint that the military foree of this country, the oue
hundred and fifty thonsand men whom we keep for our
defence ard honour, with twenty three millions of money
annually; a sum drawn from us hike the Jew’s tccth from
his head, were not better employed on that most ‘impor-
tant, that all-involving oceasion. - One is ai a great Jois
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%o i imagine What the Noble Lord can mean,. when he sajs
‘that Lhe% 25,000 men would have had lo contend with
100,000 men in Spain; and 400,000 iz France. - From
‘the middle of August to'the latter end of October, at least
two mounths and upwards; the 100,000 men in Spain could
hardly manage te keep their post in the Pyrenees even
against the Spanizrds, and for at least three menths pre-
vious the 400,008 men of whom his Lordship now talks,
were in effect scattered at 4 distance, and about Germany,
and evidently could not be brought to the scene of action.
At that time, let the reader remember that Lord Castre-
-rrscu and his colleagues were talliing of the amazing op-
. portunitios offtred them; of the desperate situation of the
¥rench, and of the exquisiteé probability of deféating Bo-
napvarts at Lisbos. Now when the resalt is reversed;
-they of course reverse the picture, and endeavour to prove
that there was no hope;] even for British soldiers; at the'
Pyrchees, and that nothing could be doue there even
with the assistance of the Spaniards. Vith what face can
they reconcile these gress contradictions? With what
face can they tell us at one tiwe, tirat the Spaniards
.vould beat. the TFrench with ease at the Pyrenees; and:
at another that the Spaniards and English together could
not have beaten them?  Lastly, thh what face can
ford Cxstrereacn conclude his panegyric on blind
horses and bliuder men, by saying, that- < if the vic-
tory and armistice had come terre‘her every thinking
than would bave received the mmtter differently,” and ihat
the general dislike of the Convention was ¢ a hected and
hasly feeling which the publie had syffered to be too much
*indulged »” | beseech the Public not to forgét these words.
They are quite in character with this man. = He is one of
tno‘i° shallow and self-sufficient boasters, who like true
slaves have got the manner of their master without his
mind, and w ho stupldl} think to gain that respect swhich
was paid to the superior intellect of Mr. Prrr, by dealing
hut now and then a disdain of publlc opinion. His Ma-
jésty, in his answer to the Clty of London, allowed us to
be < disappointad in our hopes and u:pechtxons” if we
. pleased ; the Ministry in echoing his speech aliowed us to
be disappointed tog 3 and yet at last here is one of the
" King’s servants—itelling us that we are a parcel of hasty,
- hot-beaded fellows, who cannot distinguish hetween what
is good for ourselves and good for our enemies ! We ediinot
retort the chdrge of feeling, however we may retort that
of ignorance. Rash his Lordship mway be, and rash he
_is in talking and acting as he does 3 but as for gquick and
-glowing impulse—cold must be that intellect whicli can
* 1magine thus of the warm jealousy of patriotism; and cold
mugt be that heart which in the midst of all that should
ereaté shame and mortification can indulge in frigid Jcsts
* and most deliberate contyadiction.

The defence of the Minisiry by Sir Artror WseirsLey-
: nmﬂd have beeu much more ingesious, had not the pride

of this gentlen nan, in spite of itself, been a party accusing.
The. g a.iaht Secretary, (another Placeman it Pashament)
_ his l)cen employed and flattered by Ministers, in the
midst of all their mconsxstenz_zxcs_, and so far be wishes them
well; and would defend them: accordingly he supported
. their measures with regard to the idea of fig htiurr' the
Trench in E‘mthq'ﬂ and speaks’in as cou»uy a manner as
he natute of his sitnations, eivil and military, would in-
eline him ¢ ‘bub the * admirable horses” were uniprLu«
nately a subject of complaint with him in bis dispatehes,
and he counid nol defend them withouf the old plea, that

the: Ministers were led into an inadequate armament by the
mfmmah(m of Sir Caanues Corrow: Now in the first
placey he xs even thus far obliged to contradict Lrd Cas-
TLEREAGH, .whd had been arguing that the efpedition was
adéquate to al! the ends pxcwose( leaving Sir €uaryrs
out of the qﬂ‘estxon- and in the.next, h'idly as’ the Ml

nisters acted,ghey did not act upon 8ir Cuartes Corrdn’s
inforwation; as the puUhc very well know. - Sif Artrui
thercfore has n}aoum, by way of irrefragable logic; tb

-that grave jest.which .has alveady afforded 9o much sub-

ject for liughter; and tells usy that the. worse the servies
was likely to bes the poorer ‘the horses should be to go
through it.  Of:icourse the Laplandér chooses his worst
réin-deer for a difficult journey, dndthe Arabisn His worst
cdmeli——if the beast dics;.and léaves his master to dié in
the desdrt, “it.is such & datisfaction-to the mea i liis last
moements, that he left his best animal &t home! What g
pragmatical felow was thai Joax Ldvse, who said that
wrong was not right ! < Theloss of a good ship;” says Mr.
Winpnan,” is @ greater loss than that of a bad one; but thsi
a good ship is less likely to be lost than a bad one : this
is good reasoning, :but it is” ndt mibisterial; and what is
not ministerial, . must be bad, so that good and Bad move
in a circle with cuor-logical govérnors! It is dmazing 10
me that they did not setid ott the worst men that they
could find. What! send out the best men, poor fellows,
te be sea-sick and perhaps to faint with fatigue; while the
best horses.(Heaven preserve thei¥ hides) were revelling
in the stable ! I cry mercy of our political naturalists; but
I always thought till now that man was @ noblér animal
than the horse. 1 now sé¢ what country it was it which
Guiriver found his Hozhynms: 'T6 be sure the TFrench
escaped, says Sir Antivr, for our want of cavalry but
then our dest horses are safe at home ! Glory 'was saatched
from us for want of cavalry; but'thea Heavén bé praised,
we have preserved our #est horses! Many an Englishman
has since fost his life in consequence of our disasters m
Portugal, but then, lucky souls as we are, we have pre-
served our best horses: and while the Frénch scour the
country round Madrid on the most horrid hacks you ever
sdw, there is my Lord Hiwxe, the noblé whip; the de-
scendant of the naval conqueror who scourged men instead
of bay-mares; driving his coach and four about the West

-end with the &est horses in the world !—If 8ir A%inmve,

however; cannot make out a very, proud case with his horses;
still less proud can he be of the Geuerals that siper-
seded him, and upon that point the Gallant Secretary raises
his head and with as much politeness as he can muster flatly
differs with the Noble Secrctary. © The Court of Tequity
also he entirely gives up, and says that ¢¢ as far 45 he was
concerned, this Court; without moaning to blame éuj of the
Hembers, had been a source of injustice; he iherefore
boped it would be the last €ourt of the kind by which the
conduct of officers should be investigated.” ~What days thy
Lord Castrerzacs to all this 2~—What; has the conduct of
Ministers been so grossiy inconsistent that e¢ven a brother
Placeman, notwithstanding all the flatterings and fawnings
that have been used to sooihchm‘ ittto furg(,lfulnecs and for-
oxv mess, gives their statements adireat contradiction ! Fiven
CbAq\'CELLOT‘ of the BExcrequer hadlitile more to say
th'm that he approved the conduct of hiis Majesty’s Mistsiers;
that he did nbt care for any wan’s opinion ahout €ourts of
Tnguiry; and that he wasdetermined te vole for Uid previdus
questions but- as to My Cawwime; that last reriinibg

¢ diteraryand pelitical warrior who was to refrieve the fors
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tunes of the day,” he fairly gave up the whole of the po-
litical ayticles of the Convention, and was. ¢ ready to say,
that tie Convention disappointed not only the hopes and
expectations of the eountry, but that those hopes were
well founded.”  Here is a direct contragdiction of Lord
- CasvierBscw’s opinion, and here also is a eapvincing proof
that the Ministerial Councils have jarred, a gircumstance at
which no thinking man will be surprised, and no lover,of
reform be sorry. - Of all the speeches in the House, Mr.
. Warrerean’s was the only one that deseryed a marked at-
deation : it had not only the pleasantry of Mr. Wixpuax,
the calculation of Lord Grewviers, and the classicality, if
you please, of Mr. Cawwning, but it had g nerve of truth
running through it that go flippancy could spap, and what
is more, that ne party bias could warp.  Little as there is
in general to lament m the short work which a Weekly
Paper necessarily makes of the Parliamentary Proceedings,
we still regret that our limits do not enahle us to grasp all
the trath and beauly of his reasoning. Whatever may
have been the former party feelings of this Gentleman, he
has always manifested a contempt of place-hunting, and
for a few days past he has exhibited a manly, though tem-
perate, sympathy with the love of reform, that ranks him
@among the very few modern Senators who sustain the old
English character.  Not that'I am one of those .who are
fond of finding a total degeneracy in every age in which
they may happen to live ; so far from it, I think the times
are as promising in some things as they are desperate in
others ; but with all the accumulation of reason and repu-
tation from which we might have drawn lessons for many
years previaus to the presentera, an Englishman ought to
blush when he copsiders, that till very lately, there was a
more dignified and independent voice in the House of Com-
mons even during the bestial tyranny of Cuarres the 2d.

If the Miuisters are checked or humbled in the course of
their present desperate carcer, let the public give the vie-
tory where it is dite, to the power of truth and common
Teason, and not to any Oppasition politically so called: = As
far as Lord H. Prrrv went, he was as conyincing and

- comprehensive as Gen. Taruveron pleases : (what, Ssor
also among the prophets?) but he did not strike at the
‘root of all vur disasters, he mentioned not a word of use-
less places and all that humiliating etcetera which has be-
. guiled and baffled us so long. Mr. Wirrsrean, in the de-
bate on the Fast India Committee, a Committee which is
- to consist of the families ang friends of the men, and even
of the men themselves, wuder judgment; and which is
therefore as gross a farce as if the Proprictors of this Paper
wete to fry themselves for the alleged  libel against the
Duke of Yorx, said that the constitutional feeling to-
wards onen in place was and always ‘ought to be dis-
trust.  When do you hear sentiments like - these
from the ' mouths of ' the ' Foxils - place-hynters ?—
I trust the public ave convineed by this time, that these
meve Oppositionists are as fond of concealments as the
mosb secvel service-man on the other side of the question,
They make the maiter a dispute about talent,: they say
Ehis is wrong, and that is wrorg, and probably they make
out a clear and comprehensive case, but they lose, orrather
they darenot use the soundest part of the argument—prin-
eiple : if such a thought is ever on the point of coming from
their mouths, it is dragged back by a sudden conscious
recollection of their former actions and principles ;s and
thus the Public may be assured, that from men who, not-
witkstanding they have so much o tell, have alse so

-vires will have his nine too.

much to hide, no -pure government is fo be expecied, no
constitutional reform is to be expected. What signities it
to the nation, whether I.rd Castrerraca or Lord Grux-
vrire has the greater genius for misleading us? We. want
neither of them; though if we were compelied to put
up with one of them, it would be better perhaps te chuse
Lord Castiereac; forif Lord Geenvizie has fifty times
the political genius, he is for that very reason, under ail
his party cireumstances, fifty times the more dangerous of
the two.- Lord Castierescn has at least the more usefual
talent of exposing himself; and if he will have his nine
relations in office, there is no dispute but wny Lord Grzs-
From all which alternatives
Gor, in his infinite mercy, deliver this struggling nation.

=

IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT.

HQUSE OF LORDS.

. Monday, Feb. 20.

The Bills on the table were forwarded each a stage.~—Aé-
Journed. 5
Tuesday, Fep. 21.

The Malt and Pension Duty Bills were read a third time and
passed.—Adjourned. e

- Wednesday, Feb. 22.

The Equity Debtor’s Relief Bill was read a third time and
passed.—Adjourned,

‘ Thursday, Ieb. 23.

The Militia Inlistment Bill was read a third time and passed.
" Adjourned, : e

Friday, Feb. 24.

The Trish Militia Bill was brought up and read a first time,

after which the House adjourned to Monday.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
——P——
Monday, Feb. 20.

The House resolved itself into a Commitice of Supply.

The SECRETARY at WAR apolegised for the Dstimates not
having been printed until this afternoon. Still, however, he
should rely upon the indulgence of the Committee, as he merely
designed to move for the sum requisite for the present establish-
ment of the Army, exeluding the Militia, the Local Militia,
and the Foreign Corps. In some of these departments the ex-

pence had been greater than that of last yedr, arising principally -

from the losses we had sustained in Spain. There were a few
trifling additions to the estimates, which were not new charges,
These were principally second Lieut.-Colonels having beenadded
to the regiments of the line, There was likewise the expence
of augmenting the Militia, and the increased establishment of
the Foreign Corps. 1Ie concluded by moving, that 132,092
men be granted to the land forces, from the 5th of December,
1808, to the 5th of Deceémber, 1809 ; and for defraying the
expences of the same, the sum of 7,587,3781.—The rest of the
Estimates, he said, would be moved for on a future day,

THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF.

Mr. WaxTREAD said, they were going to examine witnesses
from the Bank and Post Office, who knew nothing whatever of
the hand-writing to be proved. They were to compare and to
determine by comparison which was the feigned and which the
original writing. This he thought most exceptionable testimony,
and which had indeed been overruled in the Courts below.

Mr. PERCEVAL observed, that the objection should have
been made before the House had determined on calling sach
evidence, %

Lord ForLksToNE said, he came prepared to make tlie same

objection, in which he had been anticinated bv the Hon. Ges.
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tleman below him; and he must observe generally as to this
kind of evidence, that whenever it had been resorted to, it was
always in the case of its being the: best evidence that could be
obtaired on the subject.
mony, and if Gentiemen would seriously and carefully attend fo
the whole of her evidence, it would appear to be as correct,
foir, and honourable testimony as could be given.  Four Gen-
flemen of honour had heen examined: i the point in question,
who ail agreed that it was so like the Duke of ¥ork’s hand.
writing, that they belioved it to be his., .

Mr. War. Syira thought the witnesses should be examined.,
e was of opinion that a Commission, which had power to ex-
amineupon oath, would have been a preferable mode to the
o now adopted.  Itappeared to him ‘that an investigation
iato the conduct of the Duke of York ought in such a case as
this! (o~ be eonduacted in the same manver as that of any other
subject—rfor, if net, ‘it would ' clearly follow that none of the
Royal Family ought to hold any public sitgation, He thought
the House of Commons ought to have the power of examining
oo ¢ath as well as the House of Lords, and he hoped to see the
day when -the distinétion in this instance would be done away,

Dr. HMeétealf, Mrs. Clarke’s medical attendant, stated that
Mrs. Clarke was so much indisposed, that she could not appear
at the bar this evening, R

Ar. Jolnson, Tnspector of Franks in the Post-Office, was
thea called in, The two undoubted letters of the Du‘% of York
and the small note respecting Major Tonyn, being shewn him,
the witness said that he thought they wereall in the same hand-
writing. :

Mr. Searle, the Deputy Inspector, also thought they were all
in the same hand-writing.

Hr, Nesbitt, of the Bank, did not think they were in the
same lHand-writing, There was=a stiffuess in the writing of the
note which did not appear in the lettérs, The witness, how-
over, had observed a difference in the hand-writing of a person
before and after dinner.—[ 1 laugh.] 2 5

Br; Hitchfield, of, the Bank, thought there was a corres-
vondent similitude [laughing] in them all. He had na doubt
that they were written by the same person, <

Ar. Bliss, of the Bank, was of the same opinion.

General Clavering appeared at the bar, at his own particalar
request, in order (o correct some mistakes in his former testi-
mony. The General said, ** the first question in whick I find
myself to have been mistaken was relative to any conversation
which I ever had with Mrs, Clarke upon military promotions.
I do assare this Committee that I understood from the interro-
gatory that personal communications were alone intended by
that question, to the total exclusion of any epistoldry corres-
pondence. The-second question w4s as to my opinion of the in-
ducace exercised by Mrs, Clarke for the promotion of other
officers. I did give as my cpinion that T knew not of such ‘ip-
terference on her part, at the same time that I considered the
question directed to ofkers, and not at all to myself.”. The Ge-
neral was then asied several questions. He confessed that he
had made two applications to Mrs, Clarke to urge her influence
with the Duke of York in his favour. Iie believed Mrs, Clarke
knew of what was passing in the War-Ofice through the Com-
mander in Chief, and would afford him ihe information he
sought., e wanted to raise a regiment, and told Mrs. Clarke
she shoald have 10901, if he were successfel,  Mrs, Clarke
wrate Him word that the Duke scouted the idea, and he there-
fore doubted the extent of heriufluence ivith the Duke, e
believed; howeyer, that Mrs. Tlarke could give military in-
formation from her connection with his Royal Highness. Ina
conversation with Mr. Lowten, witness told that Gentleman
that e particularly wished to aveid heing called to the bar 0:7
the 1Touse, but Mr, Lowten thought it necessary. He did nof
teli Mr. Lowten of his offer ta Mrs, Clarke of 10001, Being

asked how he could reconcile his previous evidence,—that he |

was avoluntary witness,—with his present statoment ? the Go-

zergl replied, that Mr. Lowten nrged it, and he complied, He [

was alixious to shew that he had not obtained his promotion by
undue means,—The witness being ordered to withdraw,
Mr. W, Wy NNE chserved, that the Hon, General had de-

Mrs, Clarke had given a diréct testi- -

graded himself by the grossest prevarication, and though it was.
a painful duty, he should move that- Gen. Clavering bad been
Builty of gross prevarication. SR : i

Gen. Marnew hoped his Hon. Friend would not press his
motion: he had listened attentively, and cauld not say that
there had been any prevarication.

Mr. WiirsrEAD, although alive to the feelings of friend-
ship, by ‘which his Hon. Fricnd (Gen. Mathew) was actuated,
still could not, in regard to the dignity of that House, sacrifice
the paramounnt demands of justice. . 2

Mr. PERCEVAL was not zealous to cover Gen, Clavering,
but he did not believe (although between his letters and his ver-
bal testimony there existed contradictions) it could be proved
that he had prevaricated. - :

Mr. WeNNE perspicnously contrasted the various parts of
Gen, Clavering’s testimony, in order to justify his motion, and
concluded with admonishing the Cammittee, thyt the country
would put an injurious construcvtion upon that system which
would vent on the same misconduct, in humbie life, that severer
measure of punishment, the infliction of which on the higher
rank of delinquents it would oppose. ; f

Mo, BrAND considered some of the answers of the witness
worse than prevarication, They were studiously equivocatery,
with no other object than to deceive, :

Mr. YorKE spoke of a future day of reckoning, when per<
sons to whom he applied many strong epithets, would be brought
to a strict'examination. Until that period, he conceived, the
decision af the present case ought to be suspended. J

Mr. WILBERFORCE said, if called on at the present moment,
from his own impression of the case, to determing one way or
the other, he must determine against the witness. When he
recollected, iowever, that the witfess came forward of his own
accord to correct his statement, he felt disinclined to judge of
his conduct too rashly. ' He should therefore be better pleased
that the question should be postponed, : £ :

Mr, C. W, Wy~NXE declared that the moment e understood
auy Hon, Member to wish farther time to decide on any ques~
tion, he could have mo inclivation but one, and that was to
postpone the discussion. ileshould with pleasure coneur ia the
withdrawing of it at present; and should give notice of a mow
tion on the subject when the charges should bave come under
the consideration of the House, :

Mr, WiLELRTORCE hoped the Hon. Member had not withe
drawn his motion, but that he had only postponed it,

Mr, Grecnwood wished to correct his former evidence respects
ing Mr, Elderton. The uafavourahle reports concerning that
gentleman, he said, were nst received till «f7er hisappointment
had taken place, . " S

Mr, Town, the velvet painter, was again called in, e ree
peated what he said on his former examination, that Mrs, -
Clarke told him she could forge the Duke of York’s hande
writing, and had doné so, Witness had been examined as a
witness at Clerkenwell Sessions, on which oecasion Mr, Alley
said he ought te he pumshed for his testimony ; but na indict -
wment had been preferred against himfer perjurys :

Mr. Apantook oecasion ta call for the correction of & part
of his evidence. He had stated that the Duke of ¥York had
said torhim, that his al Highuess had not recollected o have
ever writted to Mrs, ze upon military matters; and that if
be did, it wagvery rarely. Omitting the last sentence, he ahe
served, that his testimony was correet,—Q. by Lord Foll-stose,
Did the Duke of York state to you that he pcver wrote to Mrs,
Clarke npen military matters? A, His Royal Highuess did
certainly state to me, that he never wrote to her upon wilitary
matters, vuless in answer.to some questions in a letter from hey
upon. that subject. His Royal Highness said to me, that Mrs,
Clarke did propose to hiim something with regard to- military
premotions, early after his acquaintance with Her, but his
Royal Hizhness told her that he could not listen to'such a pros
position, and he never afterwards heard any more of ity
Mr. Parker, the pawnbroker, was tha last witsess this day,
. He had frequently diseonated Lills for BMrs, Claske, Che far
41081, was talen up by a draft of the Duke of Yoik, dated fogs

- ward three months 1 f0r‘anocthes, he had veceived an 3 jcoptlancs
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of the Dake for 2301, Drs, Clarke frequently pledged goods
'WH'\ him, .
{‘he further proceedings on this business, awing to Drs.
C}nrkc; i josition, were pustposed till Wednesday.—Ad-
journed, : =

Tuesday, Feb. 21,

ir, BawkEs reported from the Jommittee appointed to en-
qu‘e into the Adtairs of the East India Company, that John
Anndsley Ghee, in giving evidence beforve the said Committee,
had been goilty of gross prevarication, He then moved, that
the said J. A. $hee be taken into the custody of the SerJeantat
Arms‘, and be brouzht before the Committee from time to time,
for the purpose of being exa mined.—Grdered,

Lord TemelE wished to know when thé returveof the killed,

missing, &c. in zpun, would be 1eady to be la 1d before’ the
House,

¥
2

EREAGH said the Returns \yere not as yet re-

grived.
: . CI\’TRA CONVENTION, &ec.

Lorda H. Pexey brought forward his prmm:cd motion re-
$Wectm°' the Cintra Convention and the Campaign in Portugal.
Thoggh b2 by no means undervalued the importance of tng‘In-
guiry now ‘pend'ing, and thgegh the circumstances to which it
aliudes were most unfortunate, yet they would be still more so
were hey to induce the Tloyse to siispend its attention from fo-
reign coneerns, The Court of Inquiry which had been held,
he deermed wholly irreconciieable to the principles of pelicy, as
‘w(l] 18 of law and equity, The Court could only look to the
conduct of the milita wry officers employed, not to that of the
Mx.;ntexu who directed that conduct,- His Lordship proceeded
to give a history of the campaign, already completely before
the publie, and maintained that Portugal was not worth con-

tending for, though the capture of the French army there,
yiih Russiap fiegt, might have been a legitimate and laud- |

alile enterprize;
fm" E

But this, it appeared, was not the object,
fier vvavermg for a long time on the coast of Spain, with-
céd plan, the e\pcdlrmn to Portugal was nndertaken
at the desicé of the Junta of Gallicia! So, after all the talk
about the objects of this expedition, it appears that we did not
got agon a plas of car own, but a provincial Spanish Junta is
seleeted gs the adviser of his Majesty, to direct where his troops
& be cmp!—o' ed | Ministers are told that only 4000 French
i sbon, theugh every city merchant well knew
,008 of the enewvy had entered Portugal, aud witheut
ertain. information, they immediately send their whole
- {nte that country, - The expedition then proceeded, but
' jutiiciont propastion of cavalry, and with :1 w’retched
old, lame, and bliad artiliery horses. r Arthar
as the Chief tn coimand, landed at l\uwdu‘;o Bay,
3 SHES 'ICC(‘de\‘ly 5 but in ‘three days after,
| y Sir H, Burrard, and after hijm comes Siy
7 Lialrympie to supersede both 8ir Arthur i;md Sir Harry !
g thus sent out two officerswho Lnew nothing of the coun-
; to set aside ong who did, the Noble Lord (Caat}exeagh)

wh
concludes with an e Tortation to harmony : having put the
¢ sgirument out of tunc, he particularly reco miends them
10 be in hanacay 5 and we all know what sort of harmony was
rced. " The Noble Lord was, equmiy cemmcuom for his

ny, ‘Though Pertugal canjot teea h oTS! lf for more than

hle %Lcrefarv smds 5 letter m Sir }iew n‘.formmt‘ hnm
¢hat though Sir Arihur hads bneu& perseded, yet that they were
éo take t;hc ir orders froms and obey him. Oue
by s the campaigng another inierferes, anda th
it ! Unu—n ail these circainstances, o a Conventioi is cancluded,
whicly carries thie French army by the best Touie to the Pyre-
: ich dha;:pc;ms the lmpt_s and expectau »ns of the
g ‘W‘m'e want'of cavalry, and the want of in-
7 were ‘zlone to .ghme. and

zeperal com-
ird concludes

€rs

that the sailors were ‘employed

¢ Wha' tneu (ud.h] Lord H. Petty)
< 'm{‘ this-night vite that this army was properly directed
that this army wzzs properlv ipped, with'lame, blind, an

and | o

sick horses for the artillery; that it was proper to send out this
expedition without instructions :—Those who think so; % am

sure, will not act the most manly part if they come to'sach a

decision, Upon W hom, then, is the huun‘h.mon to fall i— Who
will not say that this is most instructive for th<; present, and
most important for ihe future?*—The Noble Lord concluded, |
by moving, ¢ That the Convenfion of Ciatra, and the Maritime
Lomeumm in the T: agus, in September, ISf‘c, had disappointed
the expectations of the CountrS »  He then intimated, that if
his first motion was agreed to, he should follow itup by movmg,
¢ That the cause of these circumstances arose from the miscon-
duct of his Majesty’s Blinisters.” s :
Lord CASTLEREAGH justified the eonduct of Ministers.
said that Spain bad concurred in the necess
the French from Portugal,

He
ty of expelling
rather than tanat a stand should be
made in their own country.. It had Been said that the British
force (then only 25,0600 strang) should have been sent to the
Pyrenees to have seu,?d the passes : but there were at least 4

military passes, and the eﬂem) had then in the pexm,sula
161,000 men ;—4",000 at Burgos, 25,000 in Portugal, 22,000
in Anda!usiu; -and several bodies in Barcelona and other places.
With av army in Frasnce too of 490,000 men, what would have
been the result of such a Quixotic expedition 2 If the expedi-
tion therefore conld not .go to the desired point in Spain, what
cption remained but Portugal 2 The Noble Lord (Petty) had
talked of a want of cavalry, of artillery, and provisions: no
expedition ever sailed from this country better supplied with
provisions: it was sapplied fur five months: the inpedinents.
in the supply arose from the roads, not from want of proyvisions,
With respect to the specific equipment, the returns would shew
ihat every means were taken to afford the facilities s they bad
tents, ammunition, and inshortevery species of military supply.
Asto the artillery horses, o -be sure the Noble Lord rather
coloured that des(‘ripliun. He had stated that only 80U horses
were sent from Cork, ‘when in fact the Noble Lord had shut
bis eyes to the reinforcements from this country. The gallant
General left Mondego Bay fully prepared to execute tl he ser-
vice upon which he was sent, viz. to possess himself of Lishon
and the fortson the Tagus, A great deal had beeasaid about
the horses gf the artillery, instead however of being
horses, there were 678 additional ariillery hors
and he should ‘beg leave to say a few words presentl
these harses; his coynérymen L" A laugh.]—He sheul j
certainly defend his Irish fri mm:, as a_great deal had been

said in disparagement of them. These Irish

only 360

hogses were
so good, that on their arrival in Lisbon the Portugy wers
very anxious to have thiem on thaf or any other oceasion. 1In

fact, instcad of {here being culy 500 horses there were nearly
1600. The Noble Lord then w er'( on to defend the horses from
the imputation cast upon them, and chserved, that in for-
mer expeditions the same complaints existed. To Egypt the
late Government had only seat 150 horses, At Quebec, where
the great Wolfe achieved so much honour, the want of horses
was eamplained of, and the picture of that grent event shewed
in dragging  the guns.—

[ Hear ! hear I1—The Noble Lord then went on to defend the
[rish horses,—[ A4 laugh.]—XHe then defended Government for
not emplovm‘r navdlmw nrruge:. for the artillery, cantending
that they could not act in tnat couniry on account of the resads,
W 1*!1 respect to the changes in the conm'md,_ ke could not es
W h" they should be made a charge against Government, as kg
could furnish instances in which cther Governments as ontcd a
similar line of canduct, Inthe Low Countries the Chu:f Com-
mand had be gen cl\anw*d threg or four times within mn)sewht_
houts,  Ife did not mean to say that it was any particular ad-
vantage to make these changes.—[ 4 lauglz ]——The super-
cession of Sir Arthur Wellesley did not arise from any doubt of
the zbilities of that gallant Oﬁicer——he believed ihat the
country would bear testimony to them. The choice was made
on public grounds, but there was a strong confidence in the ex~
cellent judgment of Sir Hew Dalrymple, both frem his inter-
coursé with Spain, and his experience; #ad conuections with
General Castanos and the” leading men in Spain. The
€0 uatry too, he had reasen te think, was satisfied with the
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arrapgement, The Noble Lord then concluded with stating,
that the questicn was to be considered solely on military
grouads, He thouzht no man would be rash enough te set his
Judgment against that_of the military. He thenmoyed the pre-
vious question upon the first motion, intending to take the sense
of the Ifouse upon the second question of the Noble Lord,
General Tarreron whoelly disapproved of the Conven-
tion, which had disgusted Spain and Portugal, and covered
England with -si He totally disagreed with the Court
of Iiguiry as to the opinion that the French could pass the
astonished that the Board ccould have ad-
plea, The Tagus was one of “the most rapid
miles broad at Lishon. He blamed the instruc-
“ 1o the superior Officers to consult an inferior Ofi-
i oceasions, as indecent, and also censured the rage

¢ Commanders, which the Ministers had evinced,
sole Lord, in justification of this, had mentioned a
if case inthe armies of Austria, The Noble Lord, how-
=7« @4 not follow this up by saying that, owing to this cir-
“2, the Austrians had made a successful campaign, He
© ' 1he conduct of Ministers reprehensible in various points
©% intbe management of this expedition, and would there-
Toic sote dor the motion of the Noble Lord ncar him,

Sir A Wennpnsrey said that the Junta of Gallicia inform-
that they did not want men, and that the greatest ser-
could perform weuld be the expulsion of the French
from Portugal,  Me had indeed received a sort of requisition
from the Junta of Asturias, to drive the French from St. An-
dero, but it was not of a nature to induce him to relinquish
the expedition to  Portugal. Adumiral Cotton had sent word
that there were only 4000 French in Lishon, He was then
ordered to go to the Tagus, and when the equipment of the
army for this object was considered, it might be regarded as
suflicient,  Such an ample equipment was not wanted for this
eud as wag required for that which was afterwards commenced,
When ke sailed from Cork, he did not know where he was to
land, or whether he could land at all 5 it was considered, there-
fore, that the borses wounld suffer cousiderably from being kept
on board, and on this account those of an inferior Lind were
chosen, which, under all the circumstances, might be best
fitted for such a service, On the arvival of Sir H. Burrrard
he had no longer the command, but had Sir Harry adopted the
plan he recommended to him, the debate of this night would
never have occurred.  As to the change of Commanders in the
course of a campaign, it might be done without injury ; but
he did not think that the command ought to be cbanged in the
middléo«fcxﬁedi(imzs. His opinion was, that had the French
been closely followed after their defeat at Vimiera, they could
not have crossed the Tagus. In considering the propriety of
the Convention, the Generals had not adverted to the want of

harses, artillery, &c. butto the dificulty of supplying the ar-
:my with provisions, But after the batile of Vimiera, the
Fr b allowed to take up theirv strong positions, it

weuld hase taken some time to have dislodged them, and to
have laid siege to the forts. He thought they then could have
crossed the Tagus, and under such circumstances, he did not
thisk that it was disgraceful to let the enemy embark,
ihe Court of Inquiry, which was said to haye bieen formed out of
friendship to him, it was a Court before which no Officer
would wish'to be tried. 1t had beena source of injustice to
bim : and with regard to the letfer sent by his Nohle Friend,
desiring his superior Oflicers to consuit him pacticularly,—had
fie been aware of such a document, he would have felt his si-
tuation very uncém(‘m‘tal{le. . But he masf say, that from the
first hour these Oflicers landed, he knew that he was not in
posséssion of their confidence. He certainly differed from
ihem in opinion, though he had done every thing to furward
ticir wishes. Ina civil office, when an inferior differed from

his superior, he ought to resign; but in a military one, he |

thought itthe duty of an inferior.to assist his Commaader in that
way which to that superior might appear most eljgible. This
was the principle on which he had always acted, apd on which

hie should ever continue to act., :
Mr. Winpman theught that while the Hon. General was

As for.

e e )
successful in vindicating his o wn conduct, he fafled in his de-
fence of Ministers. = The expedition, it clearly appeared, was
without design.  Ministers wanted to maintain their vigorous
character, and on they went, like an over-drove 0x, to Pora-
tugal, ranning against any object that presented itself, aud like
that beast too, with their eyes shut; and what was the resuly ?
Why, this far-famed Convention, There was one argument
about the horses which appeared to him rather whimsical than
conclusive ; it had been admitted that the horses were not the
best, and was argued, by way of consolation, now that they
were gone, they were no great loss, and that certainly they
were a less loss than the loss of better horses would have been =
—why, so far they were agreed ; but in general, the ordinary
possessions of a man were not preferred accardiug to an esti~
mate of this kind; a man did ot prefer a bad coat, or a bad
house, or a bad horse, because the loss would be in that case
theless, They did not, in general, hear people rejecting.
good proffers, by crying out, ¢ Oh} for God’s sake, dow’t
give me such good things, for what shall I do if T lose them *

Theloss of a good ship was a greater loss than the José of @

bad one, but thena good ship wasless likely to be lost than a
bad one, so that he was not one of those wio could easily per-

suade himself that there was any vers commendable economy in

sending out horses that could not survive the service, in order

to sayve those who would have been ablé to have goue through

it efiectually 3 but would the Noble Lord say, tuat if there

had been a sufficient force of cavalry in the ficid on the 21st,

to follow up the victory we had gained, to take advantage of
a discoiafited enemy, retreating in ‘the greatest confusion and

disorder-—viil the Noble Lord pretend to say, that the_euemy

could have escaped as they had done > Was not the very want

of cavalry the cause of our not improving the victory we had

gained ? The Nauble Lord had indeed told them, very ¢

that there were many victories we had gained withont the help

of cavalry. No doubt there were—that of Trafalgar for in~

stance (A laugh.) With respect to the successive superseding

of Commanders, he could not imagine a better receipt for sow

ing dissention and obviating all unity of design, than disturbing
one Commanding Officer in the midst of his operations, and

substituting another in his place, to whom his plass could not
be so familiar, cally the want of foresight in this was of 2

piece with the same blind rashuess that had planned the subse.

quent operations, when Sir J. Moore’s gallant army were sent

into Spain ivith no other object than to march out again, But
one of the most unfortunate consequences of this evil was, that

it left the eficmy.a pretence to vauut it over us—( Hear! )—

an evil not to' be'compensated for by the most solid advantages,

At Maida, whatdid we obtain ? Nothing—nothing but gln'r_v,

which was worth every thing else—( ear! kear!)—BGut in-
this case, though we fought as well, the same credit would ot
be givenus. They who came to blows with us would, remema

ber : but the people of France would nat . listen to onr talk
merely. They would ask us-what game we had brought home

withus; they would bid us shew what we had bagged—(a

laugh )—and if we could produce nothing, they would set
down our vaunted success at precisely the'same value,
upon the whole, think this business o’ most fatal error—a mis-
conduct on the part of Ministers of the must serious nature, ansd
that, particularly at such an awful crisis, called loudly for the
censure of Papliament and the Country. :

"The CEANCELLOR of the RXcHEQUER defended the con-
duct of his Majesty’s Ministers, and complained of the unfair-
ness of imputing to them as errors what was: the result of waat
tiey conld have no ivterference in.  He cited the Convention
of Cairo and Alexandria, as somewhat similar in its nature o
that of Cintra, which hé defended geaerally, however objec-
tionable it might be bif soine of its minor points,  He expressed
his deternaination to vete far the previous gyestion,

Mr. WaiTerEAD declaved that it was his tuteation to troue
ble the House hut with a very few cbservations. Indeed it
was waneeessary ; for notwithstanding’ theable spesch of the
gallant General (Welle:ley), the lucid harangue of the Noble
Lord (Castlereagh), and the ingenious remarks of tie Right
Hon. the Chageellor of the Exchequer, the eloguent and able

gravely,

Hedid,
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ge of uis Nable Friead had met with 4 defence -co feeble
o feave him i perfect possession of the field.  Taere was
ind ed vemaioing one literary and political swarrior, who might
2 ei percnance retrieve the fortunes of the day,—( £ laaigh.,
olile Liord had stated his gpinton, that the Conven
tra was pat agreeable ta his feelings, when'he had receive
ed the first intimation of its conclusion 3 yet
to the auswer to the citizens of Londen, which the servants of
the Crown had put inte the mouth of their Sovereign, Helhas
113t eandescended 1o ex plain io what way even he can reconcile
st contradictory conduct.  The zallant General, too {(Wel-
lele ),‘ has this uight, in an impres e speech stated to us,
tie mo Conventien would have taien place, if he had been al-
Towed to follow up his plan of operations—an opinion in which
i r, W.) most heartily coincided ; yet still that oificer was
nisied not to support the propesition of my Noble Friend,
tha that event which he, if pevmitted, would have pravented,

he was accessary

5
i

£ ad disappointed the hopesand expectations of the country.”
The 2ight Hon. Gentleman (Mr, Perceval) has gone farther, he

b s taought that thie Conve
his apinion, !
Jud

ation was justified ; and beeause such
e has called upon this House nof to confirm
atwhich their Sovereign had previously prounotinced,
ing result seems not to have produced the natural
edect on tiie mind of the Noble Lopd (QCastlercagh). Oun the
eonirary; for the first time in his life, ‘he was found light and
ludicrous ¢n subjects the most momentous and !iéart-rending«
Tle public had befgre them a great stake, By whom wa
awnaway 2= Was it by Sir Arthar, Sir Harry, or Sir
Hew? orwasit by his Majesty’s Ministers? ( Hear, hear 1)
Guilt has atiached in some part, and the public indignatien has
been consequently excited, That indignation mast have a di-
yectign —the people will not be satisfied without fixing it on
oce point or the other, Forsooth, a Court of Inquiry v
appoinied 5 that was, in other wards, what the public called
a Court of Screen.  1ts decisien has been in favour of the GFf-
ficers,  8ir Arthdr has been deelared blameless, zealous, and

s it

T

v as

firm, Sir Harry has been declared biameless, zealous, and
frm.  Sir Hewalso,  Yetstill blame has existed-somewhere,
Towhom, by that decision, is- it inputable, but ta-the Mi-
nis of the Crown ? ( Hear, hear 7) ‘But the Learned
C iancellor of the Excheguer has found, in his awn ingenuity,

‘ence for himself and his colleasnes,
id he, hassaid, that if his plan w
e

Sir A, Wellesley,
as followed up, he would
expelled the French from Portagal.” This, at least,
proves, ihat the means which Ministers afforded to him were
fully suficient to the object,  But the Legrned Gentleman for-
gol that € e gallant General had broadly stated, that if he had
bean provided, in the battle of the 2istof August, with asuf-
ficicuey of cavalry, there then would have existedne exeuse for
2 Coaventien,  Flere tiien was (the charge of faflure and of
disgrace br tback to bis own showdders by his own authori-
o {Hear, hear 1) His Noble Friend (Castlereagh) how-
", Was adittleesagrerated in- his dis ike of this Convention
tl-ne recommended the fring ofthe Tower guns, for the
fication of a most disgraceful campact,  But the Noble
Loid aas hit uponag admirahle excuse, in his own inability to
gisve a military  opinion, = Let the country form its own com-

mei o Waen, at a time, to speak no more of it, it was op=
pused to Bonaparte, it had a Military Secretary, whose prin-
flual poiat in defeace for the failure of his milita

i
Was simpiv, toat ap Id not give a military opinion,
Her- ! ) —Vimere can the

ry schemes,-
—( Hear !
Noble Lord find an excuse for the

¥auid and une cplaiaed sapersession of the Geueral Officers com-
manding 2 Was it that they had selected officers to supérsede
g
8u

A, Wellesley in the supreme ¢
previgusly served, and whao enteriained the high and merited
opiniou of ais eapucit and services ? No—there was ns such
pa:lation fer his Ma, s ’s Minisiens Bat if the public ser-
Yice was necessary, way did the King’s Government extend it
in 1 many o .%%lis n‘}(!;nqt any seeming cause? Why was it
di ;&g};mw& 0 tuterpose St H, Burrard and Sir H, Bal-

AR TRy kgallant oiicery and fhe terests of the

i3t
he would noi speak, but he

ununand, under whom he had 7

ed,  The apotheosis of the lamented had taken place;
and of him he would say, that throughout the whale of the
heroic army of Britain, there could not be found any officer .
with clainis to distinguished command greater than his. Why
thea was he not allowed to assutae that lead of which the gale
lant ¥Weiledley “was deprived 2 The gallant General opposite
(Wellesley) would excuse him, he trusted, for the opinion that
hie formed, swhen he believed, that during the whole of his en-
terprising life; that Officer never struggled so unsuccessfully
with difficnities, as in his endeavour to march to the defence of
the Noble Lord with regard to those misera horses,- In-
deed, the Nuble Secretary had made a wost diversitied effort,
but to little purpese.  In shewing off these poor bea he re~
minded him of a hackneyman’s servant in his smock froek en-
deavouring to make his galled jades prance, Thaere was core
taialy one limit to- his uuqualified panegyric, as the Xoble
Lerd did not go quite the length of praising a dead horse,
(Continucd laughter). But what but that dowaright fatality
which seemed to mar all the eflorts of the Executive Govern-
ment conld have inddced thewm, at such a conjunciure in the
concerns and’ hopes of the world, to interfere with their med-
dling nonsense about command ? ( Hear! Hear!) Vias there
a0t something, however, more than wmet ihe eye? What, he
would ask, was meani by iacluding in the instructions of Sig
H. Dalrymple, that he was appointed for ife preseni 2 The
Noble Lord has, indeed, referred to precedents for superseding
Generals, But what are they ? He has attempied ta justify
the conduct of his Administration upon the base and miserable
policy of Austrian military ceuncils—councils which so often
cramped the exértions of the Archduke Charles—councils
which teemed with treachery, to whese corrupt and baneful
influence prostrate Austria, and enslaved Earope, nyight fairly
attribute their forlorn condition—councils which led to the dise
astrous, but decisive victory of Jena, to the recapture of
Madiid, and the exclusion of Great Britain from almost every
past of the Continent of Eurcpe, Yet these are the preces
dents conjured up in his own vindication by a Military Seeré-
tary, who at the same time has professed that he cannot give a
military epinion (Hear ! hear '), Of the Spanish campaign
he would not then speak, but he ceuld not sit down without
impressiug oa the House the necessity of inquiring into those
causes by which a gallant army, afler unprecedented eiforts of
valour, paticuce, and endurance; were ohiiged te terminate a
scampaign in a victory, from which, in the words of General
" Hope, no useful consequence could follow. : :
Mr, Canxr1ve confessed he was of a different opinion from
every individual who had expressed “their sentiments in the
course of the night, He was of opinion thdt the Convention of
Egypt was no excuse for that of Cinira; in Egypt our Allies
took a silent part, which was different in Roriugal,  He gb.
Jected to it in principle, because it was necessary to do that, to
which this plain answer would be given, ¢ We have no right tq
do 50,”—He objected to it the more, hecause enexamining the
papers on the table, he found ah article, in which he found
French property was secured :—when we stood in the situa.
tion of conguerors, we should have appeared as conquerors, ang -
not let it go ‘down to posterity to doubt whether the French
were driven gut of the country by our arms or not Another
article which he objected to-was, that which stipulated for the
exchange of prisoners; another that which stipulated for the
impanity of such Portuguese as were favourable to the French
cause 3 oneach of which he dilated with considerable foree,
The remaiuder of the Convention,” he said, was ofa military
nature, and had been referred to that tribunal,” which was, in
the opinion of ‘his Majesty’s Miuisters, the most competep: g
decide upon it. Gentlemen asked, why it svas not referreg g
a Court Martial? But the answer was 12guifest, because a
Court Martial requires a specific charge to be hrought: and he
reguested those who pressed for it, to consider with what pro-
propriety a'charge could be urged against either o
€21s concerped in this transaction. He trusted that the
sian which had alfeady taken place was final. With
io the appeintment of Sir Hew Dalrymple, if eyer

ble

Sis,

a

5

328

of these t were depart=
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an apgointmlelei i whieh all the Ministeis might besaid to
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concurred, it was his; and if ever there was one made out
upon sincere public groands;itwas that of Sir Hew Dalrymple.
He was entirely uracquainted with hiim, ‘he had never -een his
fuce—[ Hear ! hear !]—he was known to his Majesty"s Go-
vernment by his correspondence from Spain, and was selected by
them 2s one who was acqualnted withthe circumstances of that
country. He shouid vote for the previeus question, not he-
cause he objeeted to the principles set forth in the motion, but
because it was not the practice of that House (o insert bar-

ren {ruths upen its Journals, from which no practical pesult
v

could follow. The Right Ion. Member concluded  with
expressing letermination to vote for the previosus question.
Mr. Yo lefended the Convention. Tnceed afterall the

Geueral Qfficers had expresed their apprebation of if, he could
Dot See upon what ground he cauld dizapprove of it,

General FERcUss0Y was aware that many General Gfficers
of great eminence had approved of this Convention, Tie w as not
of rank to be consylted upon it ; but if he had been so con-
sulted, he had no hesitation in saying, that it should have mlet
Bis decided negative. :

3Mr. Wanp supported the motion on the previous question,

After a veply for Word II, Prery, a division toak place,
when there appeared for the previous guestion, 208 ; against i,
153—2ajority for Mivisters, 50.—A djourned at siy o’elock,

[{While in the labhy, Lord CASTLEREAGH requested
bis friends not to go away, least another division should take'|
place.]

Fednesday, Feb, 93,
THE CGMMANDER IN CHIEF, -

€ol. Hamilton was examined respecting the conversations
which passed between him and Capt, Sandon on the suhject of
thenste. He had desired Capt. Sandonto take care of the
note ; and whean the Captain said he had destrayed it, he told
him he had acted very wrong, and that serious consequences
would resylt from it,  Fle believed that the note was written by
the Duke of York, Witness copied the nete by the desire of
Mr, Adam, Col. Hamilton then stated the particulars of the
conversation between Capt, Sandon and himself at I"m'tsmouth,
which has already appeared in evidence. There was no addi-
tion of importance,

Brs. Clarke was then calied in,—On the day
with the Dule of York was aonounced to her, she received
twoletters, ane written by his Reoyal Highness, and the other
by Mr, Greenwood, which the Duke copied and sent to her,
Mrs, Favourite, her housekeeper, had once used her name, at
which she was very angry, Mrs. Favourite had ‘in her evi-
dence told several stories about her as well as of Mr. Ellis.
Witness had been accustomed to pin up to her hed-curtains a
listof persons who wanted promotion, which list his Royat
Highness read and afterwards put in his pocket-hoock, She
saw it again when he apened the book to look at other promo-
and ebserved the names of such as bad heen attended to
marked out with a pen. She was quite sure the Duke read
the list ;* for he said to ler he would do tiem ose by one, by
degrees, but some time must intervene betweeneach, The ser-
vauts might have seen the list, Witness had never lived with
Mr. Cgilvie. She became acquainted with him about the
time she went to live in Gloucester-place. She was examined
as to Ogilvie’s bankruptey; bus she then lived with the Duke
unknown to' the world, Ge. Clavering had asked Ogilvie
whether he would speak against her character, aud said he had
been instigated to<it by Mr, Lawten—(Hear ! hear ! )—Wit-
ness had received several notes from the Duke since the separa-
tion. : 7 e
Twa notes were then vead, The first merely stated—¢¢ 7
have inclosed the money which you wanted for your Journey.”
The second was—¢ I do not know what you -mean. I mever
guthorised any body to Dplague or digturl you, and you may be
Berfectly easy on €hat score.” LA 52 :

Mrs. Tierke’s examination cantinued.—She could not say
whether his Royal Highness had talked about military promo-
iions in the presence of any third person s he never minded whay
jie said before Miss Taylor, for he was very fond of her,—( 4
Hugh, J==Mrs Clarke then witkdrew, i

the separation

tions

After Col. I:/(zmz'!z’au, Mr. Herrison, and Lord Folkstone
had answered severaul uuimporiant questions,

The Rev. Mr. Ellis was called,—He proved that Brs, Fu
vourite had lived servant with him under the pame of Faga
quhar, for two years, Mrs. Clarke gave her a character in
the name of Farqubar, and frequently called upon ber when in
his service; they ssemed very familiar, Mrs. Farqubar said
her mother lived in Tavistock-place. She called upon Witresy,
and told him she had declined mentioning his place ofresidence,
but did not tell him that she had described him as 2 carpenter,

HMrs, Favourdte being called to the bar, was identified by
Mr, Ellis.—Mrs, Fayaurite said, she had described him as a
carpenter, from motives of delicacy, as she did not think it Pros
per te bring forward a ciergyman at that bav—( .4 laugh, )
Witness had once taken the name of farqubar, by Mrs, Clarke’s
permission, as it would obtain her more respect, HMer father’s
name was Favourite. Her parents were dead, She is 5ot ree
*ated to Mrs, Clarke, She had left her husband, because she
discovered he had previously married another woman,

Mr, Greenwood was shewn the following letter from the
Duke of York to Mrs, Clarke, which he said was a carrect
copy of the orviginal ;:—

““ You must recollect that a circumstance has lately iahen
place which has led to a result that must necessarily inclina
me fo an unfavouradle opinion of your conduct. After the
proef I have received, I owe it to my own character and sify
tion not to recede-from the resolution ¥ have formed, « 4n iu«
terview must de a painful task to both of us, and not ¢to be
desired by either—you will, therefore, excuse me if I must
decline,”

Several other - short notes from the Duke to. Mrs, Clarke
were read : they merely stated that he could not aflord her
any assistance, and that he declined an interview altogether,

o

Mr. Wanpie procecded (o examine n niece of
the baker, at Hamypstead, at whose House DMirs. Ci e had
loglged, in order to shew that he was altogether unworthy of
credit 3 but the witness not being dble to speak from Ler
knowledge, the evidence was not received,

Mr, Fowten, the Attorpey, was next cxamined, Ife ha
beenemployed by BMr, Adam to make inquiries about Nirs
Clarke, e did not believe that Mrs, Clarke had raised mo«
siey in the Duke’s name, Witness knew tie Rev, Wa., Wil
liams, and had been told that he was insane. [Lf will be pe~
collected ihai this is the person who went to 3rs. Clarke, and
advised her to go into the country, telling her thut she
should be proiected there.] Witness had not adyiged (ieneral
Clavering on the subject of his appearing as an evidence, nor
did he ask the General whether he had offered Mrs, Ciarke a
brilke: he should have thought it an impertinent question, as no
General Officer was to be supposed capable of sech ceanduct,—

Nichollsy

o

He had advised Gen, Clavering to call on'Mr, Ogilvie,

Mr, Willinson, Agent to Mr, Lowten, had been employed
to make inquiries concerning Mus. Clarke, but did not know
that she had raised money in the Duke of York’s name.

Miss Mary dnn Tayloy was next called, She repeated hev
former-evidence respecting her diniug with the Duke of Yorlg”

‘and Mi‘s.: Clarke, when thé Duke asked Mrs, Clarke haw Cal,
French behaved to her.

She underwent a long cressvexami-
nation by the Solicitor-General and Mr, Percival, as te this
cenversation, -and as te her knewledge of her father’s having
gone by the name 6f Chance; Shesaid she had never knowsn
bim by any other name thaa that of Taylor,

By M, Percival.—Q. Ts your father alive !—A. Heis,

Q. Haspot your mather been confined under an execution for
debt in'the Fleet prisen ? [ The witness, muchragitated; drew:
back fram the bar, with these. expressians—<¢ My ‘mother’s
misfortunes have nothing to da with “the ahject of the present.

Jdonquiry,”] . She was then veealled to the Bar and asked

Q. Hasnct your mother been in custody for debi?
Witness—I appeal to the protection of the Chair,
- Mr, Waanyow.—¢ It ismy duty to call upon you far an
answer ta the last question,” : :
After spige maments the witness, In tears, repliec}‘-—"‘" Yes .
§. How lapg was'ahs confined I~A: Two yeays, :
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The witness was ordered to withdiaw, whole guestion was ordered to be taken into consideration on

The OmanenLLor of the ExcnuquER stated, that Gen-
tiemer opposite, when ready to depreciate his nmde of exami-
nation, a‘)p(‘ ired to forget that' the witness had represented
herself, iu her former examination, as the legitimate dau ghter
of married parents, although it was now clear, by the impri-
sonment of her mother, (hat she never was married to the fa-
ther of Miss Tayler.

Mr. Wa. Suzre did dislike the tenor of the examination
which was follewed by the opposite side. It had in the pre-
vious p.u‘ a tendeney to cast imputations upon the character of
the witness herself, but that having failed, her veracity was
o be qupstmwed, because she had the ml:,fortune to be the offi-
spring of an iilicit connection. Her d(‘ll("le in endeaveuring
to conceal that circumstance, in his opinion, instead of w eulr—
ening, strengthened her yet unshaken claims o cr edit.—( Hear !
]zem' ’)

Mr. WeITBREAD consjdered the queshon for the decision of
the Committee was not, whether Miss Taylor’s hirth was re-
spectable, bat whether her testimony was creditable ? (Hear !
Aear!) Besides, he believed the Right Honourable the Chan-
cellor of the Dxchequer had assumed wmore thaa the evidence
would justify, when he asserted that Miss Taylor had repre-
sented herself to the Committee as the daughter of married pa-
rents.,

(ier former evidence was then read, and it appeared
no such statement was made by her !)

Mr. Wirrraus WywNNE said, it was not to be endured,
that, because, from an amiable reluctance, the explanation o*"
the witness did not run before decorum and sensibili ity, that,
thevefore, a suspicion was to be entertained of her veracity.

Mr. Banmaw.—Really this is an attempt to discredit a
correct witness, not upon her own testimony, but upon the er-
vors of ber pareats.—( Hear ! hear !)

Dedric Smi iir, a brazier and tinman, knew the father
lor: his name was Chance, but he had g gone by
the name of Taylor for fifteen years, nor was he aware that
Taylor ever knew that her father had gone by the name
of Chance.
General

that

Nortoy was thenealled on by Mr. Yorke to give
evidence, as a General Ofiicer, to thesuperior state and disci-
plince of xi.u army under the auspices of the Duke of York,
to whati ever attained at arry former period ; also to the
superior situationand comforts of the life of a soldier since the
BDuke of York was Commander in Chief. To the latter he
—Dbut the point of discipline he was un-
rvlru that we had good troops in Gen.

had

bore ample testimony
wiliing to 3

ield, obs

Frrzrarricx said, that no one could recol-

thestate of the army before his Royal Highness came

o the ofiice of Commander in Chief, and since that period,

withaut acknowledging that It was vastly imp»roved. FThe

notoriety of the fact wassuch as, in his huble opinion, to ren-
der any reference to General Officers wholly unnecessary.

S8ir JauMes PUuLTENEY concurred in opinion with General

Sir A. WELLESLEY and General GROSVENOR also bore
testimony to the general services rendered to the army by the
Commander in Chief,

Mr. PERcEVAL suggested, that as the evidence was now
elosed, and tkere weuld be no occasion to ask leave tosit
again, a day might ‘be fixed for taking the subject into con-

sideration.
Mr. WuITBREAD thought that no unnecssary de!av should

take p'ace ; but still he submitted that the fixing the dey would |

more pmperlv belong to his Hon. Friend (Mr Wardle) than
io the Right Hon. Gentleméan opposite. : :

Mr. Peroevar declared that he had no wish to take the
nomination of the day out of the hands-of the Hon. Member
(Mr. Wardle). Sy :

Mr. WARDLE said, that Thursday or Friday se’non
were equally agreeable to him.

Mr. WairtoN then left the Chair; the House resumed,
and the Repoxt was brought up, érdered to be printed, and the

ight

|

Thursday se’nnight.

Mr. C. W. VVY" X1 gave notice that immediately after the
decision of the question he should bring
lative to General Clavering.

Adjourned at half past three o’clock,

Thursday, Feb. 23.
LETTER FROM THE DUKE CF YORXK.
Aftera great deal of private business had been gone through,
the SrpaAxkEr addressed the H')usc in the followmu' terims :—

¢ 1 haveto acquaint the House, thatsince  came to the House
I have received a letter from his Royal Highness the Duke of
Yok, the contents of which relate to the Ynquiry now peo ding
before the Committee of whole House. With the permission
of the House, T shall read the letter.”—The SPEAKER then

read the letter, which was as follows :—
‘¢ Horse Guards, Feb. 23, 1809,
Srry—T have waited with the greatest anxiety until the
Commiitee appointed by the House of Commons to inguire into
conduct, as Commander in Chisf of his Majesty’s Army,
nad closed its examinations, and T now hope that it will not be

aeg

forward his motion re-

the
the

53

deemed improper to address this letter, through yeu, to tle
House of Commons,
© I observe with the deepest concern, that in the course of
this Inguiry, my name has been coupled with transactions the
most criminel and disgraceful, and I musé ever regret and
lament that a connection should ever have evisted, which has
thus exposed my character and honour to pubdlic animad-
version. =
¢ FVith respect to my alledged offences, connected with the
discharge of my ofjicial dutics, I do, in the most solemn man~
nery as a Prince, distincily assert my innecence, not only by
denying all corrupt pariicipation in any of the infamous tran-
sactions which have appeared in evidence at the Bar of the
istence, butf
also the slightest knowledge or suspicion that they existed at all,
(33

fouse of Commons, or any connivance at their exs
Bty consciousness of innocence leads me conﬁdunl/_y to hope
that the House of Commans will not, upon such evidence as
they have heard, adopt any procecding prejudicial fo my ho-

rour and character ; but if, on such c(’a(ll)l(.’)tJ as has been wd=
duced against me, the fiouse of Commons can think my inno-
stice, that' I shall not
be condemned without tricl, or be deprived of the bencfit and

profection whick is afforded to every British Sulject, by those

cence questionable, I claim of their just

sanctions under which «lone evidence is received inthe ordinar q

administraiion of the law.—I qin, Sir, your’s,
“FREDERICK,”

¢ To the Speaker of the ITouse of Cammons.”
The ILit(‘Y was ordered to lie on the t

INDIA. t,O‘\lPA N¥:

Mr, DunNpas moved, thata (yomnntteg be appointed to ex.
anrine into the present state of the Affairs of the East India
Company. It would be proper, he said, te appoint proper
persons intimately acquainted with the aflairs of Tndia, and
therefore, with two exceptions, he should propose the revival
of the former Committee.

Mr, CrREVEY observed that the revival of such a Committee
e must protest against, * The most tmportant points in As
policy were to be. considered—the destructive wars,—t}
system of despotism introduced by the Marqeis Welledley
well as the cenduct of the officers employed,—and yet
mittee appointed to inquire into these matters, where the ve
persons whose conduct might be valled in guestion,
were thus to sitin judgment upon theinselves. Never nas there
such a mockery before. .

Sir A. WELLESLEY said, that when the condact of his
Noble Relation came befare the Committee, the most rigid in-

able.
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guir. shosld have his cordial support. The extension of our
dominions in the Ea:t, he was prepared to prove, had not been
prod :ced by aggression on our part, or by any view of aggran-
dizement,

Lord A, HamirTow thought that the oppressions of Rona-
parte in E.urope were not greater or more unjustifiable than
those practised by the British Government in India,

Mr., Ww. SyitE perfectly agreed with Mr. Creevey,
abjeetions of his Hen, Friend were not to the individuals, but
to the official sitzations they filled, which precluded impartiali-
ty, Mr, ith said, that it bad always'been his opinion that
the great mixture of Officers of the Crown with Members of
this House improperly influenced the decisions of Parliament

Mr. WiLseRFORCE dissented altogether from the principles
laid down by the Honourable Gentlemar, as to Officers of the
Crown holding seats. It would drive them from the privilege
sf defending in public the measures they had devised in private,
and leave others to explain what they best understood.

Mr. WrITBREAD coufessed, that he distrusted -all public
men, be they who they mav. He totallv disapproved of the
names to be on the present Com nittee.  Sir A. Wellesley had
plain’y incapacitated himself for being on it, by stating that he
could justify all the proceedingsof his Noble Relation in India.
He objected to the War Secretary also, and to the Chancellor
of toe Exchequer; and asto the 'India Directors proposed,
they ought rather to be examined as witnesses than preside as
Judzes,  Sir J. Asnstruther, another Member, it was notoricus,
fiad made up his mind on the business long ago.

The Commitice, however, was appointed, to consist of 21
Members, wio are io report to the House 3 and a motion of
RIr. Cre position of the Affairs of
the Comy Committee, should be laid on the
table; v 8ir C, Grant observing, that it was no

The

o

nezativ
use to produce it,
contained in it, that the Company were minus 12,000,000 ster-
.Siug,‘—A"d‘juumcd.. : :
: Friday, Feb, 24.
THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF,

Mr, WHITEREAD took blame to himself that he had not
moved that time should be taken to consider of the best mode
of proceeding, when the Duks of York’s Letter was ordered
to lie on the table, That Letter, it appeared to him, struck
at the root of the privileges of the House. Iis Royal High-
ness might as well have written a leE(CX‘ te the House before

2ny proceedings had taken place, saying that he was peifectly.

innocent, and therefore that they ought not to proceed, as after
they had goue into the Luguiry to suggest to them what eught
to be fhe mode of proceeding they shounld adopt, He should,
on an after day, call the attention of the House to this subject :
at present he only protested against the influence which that
T.etter might be supposed to have on the opinicn of any Mem-
ber of that House.

Mr. PERcEVAL did not. think that the Letter was any at-
tack on ‘the privileces of the House, His Royal Highness
merely asserted his innocence, and requested, should any doubt
remain-after such assertion, that he might be allowed to ga to
trial, without any further proceedings against him, - This mode
of addressing the House was certainly not common, but he
saw nothing uneonstitutional or improper in it,

BMr, Perceval having informed the House that the Minutes
eould not be printed soonér than Wednesday, the discussion on
toe Charges against the Duke of York was therefore postponed
Uil Wednesday se’miight, TIir., Perceval also stated, that a
Frosecution had been commenced by the Attorney-Genera

gainst Mr. Watson the banker, Messrs. Pollman and Keylock,

and a Mrs, Hervey, in consequence of an advertisement which

had appeared for the disposal of an appointment under Go-

vernment., Messrs, Pollman and Keylock had boasted of being

the agents of the Duke of Portland. Government were taking

measures to expose and punish such illegal praciices, :
' CAMPAIGN IN SPAIN.

Mr. Pexsanny broaght forward his promised motion—
2 That it is indispensably necessary for the House to institute

- a4 ingniry into the causes, condact, and eveat, of the Came

tiae public already knew the information.

paign in Spain.”—The Right Hon. Member prefaced this mo-
tion by entering into a bistory of the late unfortunate events.
in Spain, of which the public are already pretty well informe
ed ; and contended, that having failed in Holland, in Ger-
many, and now in 3pain, though our armies had obtained
glory, yet the military character of the country was gone
for ever, for no Continental Siate can ever look to us for aid
agains It was necessary that the coumairy should know why
ance was not sent to the Spaniards in time, before the
French accumulated an averwheiming force, It was neces-
sary to learn why Sir John Moore was seat when liope was
gone, merely that he should be compeiled to makea calamitous
retreat, It was necessary to inquire why that gallant Oficer’
was idly kept in Portugal for six weeks, so that when he
reached Spain there was no Spanish force to join. kt was
proper to learn why Sic David Baird’s army was not permitted
at first to land at Corunpa, and when landed, it was without
money or provisions. Allthese circumstances demand inguiry 5
it was equally necessary for the horour and interest of the
country, for the living as well as the dead, >
Lord CAsTiBEREAGH contended in reply, that there was &
ground for enquiry. Ministers had alveady given every infor~
mation relative to the campaign in Spain which had been re-
quired, Asto the charge of delay in affording assistance to
the patriots, no time had been lost, as soon as the wishes of
Spain were ascertained. Nearly 50,000 men had been sent
into the pesinsula, and the plawyof operations was marked out
by the €entralJunta,and agreed to by the Marguis Roemana ang
Gen. Moore. The badness of the weather and roads had ocen~
sioned considerable delay, and be allowed that the people of
th2 North of Spain were more languid than the other provin-
ces,. Gen. Moore’s diversion had however been of great uti-
lity, asit kad drawn off the force of the French from the
South, and given it repose for six weeks at least. The Noble
Lotd denied that the military character of the COUntry was at
all injured by the late retreat, and concluded his speech by
again asserting that there was no occasion for enguiry.,

Mp. TIERNEY believed that there were few men in Eng-
land who would have the hardihood te make such ag assertion
as the Noble Lord, A British army had been compelled to
take to their ships under the very muzzles of the enemy’s suns,
and this disgrace was occasioned by its having been directed
by an Administration, whose imbecility Le conld not think of
but with indignation and contempt. Ha would adyise the No-
ble Lord not ta set himself up as the military epponent of
Bonaparte, who, though called a Corsican, an usurper, and a
tyrant, had still some skill in military matiers, though the
agents of Government had so often, do ing the late campaign,
foretold his ruin and destruction. Bopaparte bad promised

to crown his brother in Spain, and to drive the English out of

the Peninsula, and he had done S0, notwithstanding the great
vigour of the Noble Lord and his colleagues, Notwithstand-
ing what Ministers had said, we kad lost 8 or 15,000 men in
Spain, blown up the ammunition, destroyed 3 or 490 waggouns,
staved the casks with the dollars, and abandoned a _part of
our artillery,. From the 25th of December, to the arrival of
Sir J, Moore at Corunna, there was a seene of woe never bhe-
fore witnessed. The Oficers returned from this fatal expedi-
tion, in the detail of their sufferings, mixed execrations on
those who had been the cause of them! Ministors were like the
Spaniavds, they wanted a head, for nobody wonld cantend that
the Duke of Portland was the head, The Hon, Gentleman
concluded by hoping to God that the House would comply
with the wishes of the people, and cause an lngquiry iote the
fatal campaign in Spain. -

Geu Stz wAaRT denied that our loss in Spain was much more
than 5000 men, 4 -

Lord MirroN supported the motion. for inquiry, and cop--
tended that had the failures at Ferrol, Dunkirk, and the Hel-
der, been inguired into, the late disasters would never have
occurred. : :

Mr. Canwiwe said that the Hon. Gentleman (MMr. Tierney) -
had made many bold assertions, but he had ot confined him-
self by any meaos to truth.  Sir John Moore had used his onn
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th in his march to Portugal and
retreat s that galiant G Sicer did got
Ministers had been accused of not havi
ained the sentiments of the Spanish peaple, "as to ye
Chereh and State, ~ To this accusation he plea
bad nothizg to do with those thi g8, Al h
stimuldte thew: against France, and for whi
no olkjection to ance with Monks, even thongh- they
marched under the protection of the Lady of the Piliar, Spe-
ulation about religious mysteries were best reserved for learned
lei

‘discretion be
advances ¢

grounds.

ated was to

purponse he had
!

an

Mr. Winomaa said, that notwithstand; all the reverses
in Spain, stil} Biinisters told us that the Spani
severe.  They had been abandoned by our
vicissitude can shake their constancy.
(‘ztmp?
hepe.
should

troops; aad yet no
But the vices of the
0 were 50 gross, that at no time was there ground for
1f we could not send an army able to protect itself, we
‘e seut none at all, Ministers had totally failed in
{8

ion being called

jority 93,

for, there appeared for it 127,
At half-past three the House ad-

Journed till Mounday, . :

[ Buriag the debate, the alarm of fire was siven. It torned
out to be reflection on the windows  from the flames of
Brary Theatre. A motion to adjourn was propased, but
wit » Mr. Sheridan havisg observed—->¢ %Whatever may
be the extent of the calamity with which I have been made
acquainted this moment, lct not the business of the Nation be

delayed on that account.”]

TUESDAY'S LONDON G4 ZETTE,
: : : -
This Gazette contzins an wccount of the capture of the
Freuch privateer la Fortune, of 14 guns, and 58 men, by the
Beagle, Capt. Newcowbe,
e R —
BANKRUPTS, :
A. Hodsell, Sheerness, linen-draper, Feb, 25, March 4, April
4, ateleven, at Guildhall. Attornies, Messrs, Bourdillon and
street. >
linen-draper; Feb. 25, March 4, April
i, at Gulldhall,  Atitorney, Mr. Syddall, Alders-

Hewitt,

Krnowlta

€;

Clarke, Newport, tanner, Feb, 25, Mareh 4, April 4, at
twelve, at Guildhall, Atsornies, Messrs. Gatty and Had-
dow;, Angel-court,

J. Phipps, St Joho’s-lane, plumber, Feb, 25, March 4, April
4, al twelve, at Guildhall, Attorney, Mr, West, Charter-

sl

A

how

Susauuali and Thomas Bailey, Hanwell-heath, chandlers, Feb.
25, March 11, April4, atten, at Guildhall, Attorney,
Mr. Benton, Union-street, Southwark,

T. Rice, Btroud, Gloucestershire, clothier, Marech 2, at
five;, March 28, April 4, at eleven, at the King’s Arms,
Stroud, Afttornies, Messrs. Newman and Clarke, Stroud.

H. Lord; Manchester, dealer in cottin twist, March 6, 7,
April 4, at three, at the New Exchange-buildings, Man-

i ., Atfornics, Messrs, Sharpe and Co, Manchester,

J. Ingham, Great Lever, Lancashire, innkeeper, March 9, 10,
April 4, atone, in the New Exchange, Maunchester, At-
torady, Mr. Cooke, Salford; »

J. Mawdsley, Ormskirk, Lancaskire, joiner, March Ty 8,
April 4, ateleven, atthe Wheat-sheaf, Ormskirk.  Attor-
nies; Messrs. Wright and Palmer; Ormskirk,

J. Gregory, Haverhill, Suffolk, baker, Feb, 23, at three,
Feb. 24, atten, April 4, at twelve, at the Bell; Haverhill,
Attorney, Mr, Culting, Bartlett’s-buildings.

W. Hodson, Manchester, cotton-manufacturer, March 8; 8,
April 4, at eleven, at the NewZ L xchange-buildings, 3Man-
chester, Attornies, Messrs, Cowper and Low, Seuthampten-
buildings; :

W. Cawsill, Manghester, stone-masos, March 8, 8, Apritd,
at four, at the Dog, Manchesier,  Attoraies, Messrs, Milge
-and Co, Manchester, =% - :

ards would per-’

=

CERTIFICATES—Ma rcw 14, »
Brindle, Leyland, Ln:zzc.a;hiro,‘lzfc;zc?»?;';%f;;‘T}Sp‘p‘, Chad<
Lancashire, manufacturer,—G,
merchan.—J, Burnes, Liverpool, tailot,

n

Liazing, Loundon,

R T,
T T
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BANKRUPTS.
L. Lord, Longsight, near Manehester,
sutrender,
walter
Mapecheste

cotton-manufact

irch 10, 11,. April 8, at two, at the

Arms Ion, Manchester, Mr, Part
&

Attorney,

E. B B roaddeld, Kidderminster, Woreestershire, boat-builder,
March 290, 21, April 8; at eleven, at the Stourport Inn,
Worcester, Attorney, Mr. Hallen, Kidderininster,

J. 8nell and J, Pinkliam, Piymouth-Dock, ironmongers, March

10, 11, Aprit 8, at eleven, at the Sh: kspeare Tavern, Bir-
mioghaw. Atteraey, Mr. Mevedith, Birmingham,

C. Vine, Westbury,
17, April 8,

Attorney, Mr: Williams, Trowbridge,

B. Cooper, Stockport, hat-manufactarer, March 9, 10, April
&, ateleven, at the Bell Inn, Leicester. Attornies, Messrs,
Pares and Co, Leicester. i

J. Gilpin, Hast Teignmouth, Devon, victualler, March 21,21
April §, at tweiw, at the White Hart Iun, near Exeter,
Attorney, Mr. Peacocke, Teignmouth. 1

J. Warrington, Neweastle, Staffordshire, butcher,
16, April 8, at eleven, at the Trentham Inn,

Witshire, tallow-chandler, March i6,
at eleven, at the George Tun, Trowbridge,

March }5,
Trentham,

Attorney, Mr. Griffin, -Tittenfor, Staffordshire. ;

W. Milburn, Clifton, Yorkshire, tauner, March 21, 22, Aprit
13, at the Falcon Ins, York, Attorney, Br, Fairbank,
Manchester, y T :

B. Bark, Plymouth-Dock, linen-draper, Feb, 28, NMarch 1 1,
April 8, at twelve, at Gaildhall, Londan, Attorney, Mr,
Adams, Gid Jewry, - - ;

J. Garner, Thetford, hatter, March 10, 20, April 8, at three,
at the Eagle Tun, Manchester, _Attorney, Mr. Cheek, Man-
chester, ¥

J. Jackson, Leicester, hosier; March 9, at'five, 10, at ten,
“April 8, at eleven, at the Blue Bell, Leicester, Attorney,

Mr. Burbidge, Leicester. :
T. Valyer, Falmouth, buatcher, March 20, 21, April 8, at
eleven, at the Dolphin Tavern, Falmouth, Attorney, Mr,
Tippet, Falmouth, : g
J. Ball, New Sarum, victualler, March 15, &t three, 16, at
teu, April8, at five, at the White Hart Inn, New Sarum,
Attornies, Messrs, Amor and Nichols, Southampton. 5

E. Paliaer, 0Old Jewry, paper-hanger, March 4, 18, April 8,
at ten, at Guildkall, Agtornies, Messrs, Benboiy anid Hope,
Lincolv’s-Inn, ey P

E. Roll, Red Lion-street, Spitalfields, baker, March 4, S
April 8, at ten, at Guildhall. “Attorney, Mr, Bond, East
India Chambers, Leadenhali-street, e e

J. Cianey, Tottenham’ Courl-road, provision-merchant, Feb,

. 28, Mareh 11, April 8, at eleven, at Guildhall, Attorney,
Mr. Shearman, Hartestreet, Bloomsbury,

J. Prentis, Christchurch, Surrey, bricklayer, March 1, 4,
April 8, atten, at Guildhall, Attornies, Blessrs, Westons,,
Fenchurch-street, ’ )

T. Hatton, Coiford, Gloucestershire, mercer, March 22, 23,
April &; at eleven, at the King’s Ifead, Golfard, Attorney,
Mr, James, Colford, ; : g

J. Jackson, Farnhaia, sargeon, Feb, 28, March 7, at twelve,
April &, at one, at Guildhall, Londen, Attorney, Nav. Pele.
latt, Tronmonger-Hali, Fenchurch-street, iy

J. Erooks, Sheflield, hardwareman, March 4, 11, April 8,
at twelve, at’ Guildhall, Londan, Attorney, Mr, Battyé,
Chancery-lane, z .

. Turnhull, Oxford-street, music-seller, Foh, 28, hfarch 3,

April 8, at one, at Guildhall, Attorney, Mr, Wm, Weod,
Fichmond-hoildings, Scha, i S



THE

EXAMINER. e =

141

PRICE OF

2 S'mcKs ON'SATURDAY.
Caopsalsies o e

673 | Red. Anno.......... 831

e U
=

THE

EXAMINER.

Lexpony FEBRUARY 26.

BoxaparTe cannot move'but he shakes all Earope. He
has rLt-'rLea to Paris, and this simple return has, as usual,
raised a thous

and rumeurs, all of them to his disadvantage

of course. for in spite of past and present events, we seem

to take a delizht in being credulous and in fancying that ke

cannot go

¥ body shalkes his hmd at this:

2 1s about to declare war, and that Count Mzrres-
fcw, her A““wssadnr at Paris, l'as !cft that cii} 3 this is 2

husiasm is gone by, Peoyie will not consider thut
zansr has excellent Generals to spare and leave be-
in S; ain, and that affairs may look so well in that
bqt he has thought proper to relurn to his good

s, to take his snufl aud his coffee with a little

Hmvever, when one rumour comes forth, it has

s great a rabble after it as my Lord Mayor; if Austria is
Lold, Russia must be bold, and therefore we hear of pacific
evertores from Petersburgh and of pistols shot at the Grand
Duke CoxsTaNTINE.

Now the Grand Duke, thoughan ¢ illustrious Personage,’
i 2 =ery stupid debauchee, and is therefore universally de-
and as the Liussiavs are but a half civilized nation,
as they did his father; but the fate of
and have nothing to do with the Grand
axTive, and I need scarcely warnmy readers

they may kill him a

France and of
Duke Coxst
agaiust this host of reports, raised very probably by shar-
pers and joblbers, and always attendant on the movements
of Narorzow. >

As I have neither time nor room in the present Paper to
comment on the Debate of Friday night respecting the
Spanish Campaign, I can only hope to be able to enter on
the subject next week. The Ministry had a majority of
93 on the occasion, no very powerful number for that vigo-
rous body ; and this wajority would most likely have heen
as small as that on the Cintra Debate, had the proceedings
of our army in Spain roused the popular mdxc‘natlou as
forcibly as those in Portugal.

The least that can be said of the extraordinary Lefier of
the Duke of Yorx to the Speaker, is that it can do hig|
Royal Highness no possible service. I think I may bor-
row a-phrase on a different occasion frem our pastoral
Attorney-&eneral, who scorns to hurt any man’s feelings or
even to keep him in suspense for a day, and therefore I
must be aliowed to say that the ¢ iliustrious Personege”
# guestion does seem to meto be ¢ the weakest man that

it is then said, that |

ever walked on earth without a keeper.”  Without ined~
dling at all with the evidence on either side, every body
Knows that he has been living for years with a suecession
of Droshtutes while we have been paying his debts, that
he bas been told aver and over again of these women
and their busy corruptions, in short that his altention,

if be did not know them before, has been absolulely forced,
and as x1s rriEN S vs1sT, been lo ng directed tothem, andyes
he writes a Letier to the Head of the I Ceople’s Represenia-
tives, solemnly asserting his iznocence upon his honour as
a Prixcr, and denying not only the whole evidenee at the
Bar, but any participation, or krowledge, or even suser-
cron, that such transactions existed at all. No wonder
that the ‘House did net Know what to do when they re-
ceived Lhis Letter, and that almest a dead silence foll owed
What ! does his Royal Highness fia

its perasal, ' contra-

dict ail the statementis of his Honourable Friends respecting

the ¢xertions he has been mms.mo
Did he see nothi
or did he labour against them mth the united industry and
blindness of a mill-horse, tha
thing of what it really accomplishes 2

so long o do aw vay thess

corruptions? ng of what he was o pposing,

sees nothing and knows ne
Why, Major Hogan
and what was the con-
sequence ? He was so asionished he conld not speak a word,
and so he brought hLis action for libel, an action in which
he knew that nething was to se proved bul the mere publi-
cation. Was he astonished at the novelty of the infor-
malion, or at the novelty of its channel 2 Did he take no
steps, besides that of ormomg an action in which pothing
was to be proved, to siit the truth of the Major’s intellia
gence? No: the Major told him of these things, the
newspapers told him of them, and the newspa pers heard
from him in retarn, but still he had no suspicion.  Now
setting aside all the evidence on the guestion before the
House, and taking up the subject upen one poirt only,
and that point acknowledged and pleaded | by the Duke, is
this extreme reliance on the honour of prostitutes and their
companions a proof of his Royal Highness's excessive
watchfulness as Commander in Chief and one of the C._g_r..
dians of the public wealth and hononr? Is this cond nee
in profligacy worthy of such an Officer of fhe Staie r
He says that ““ if on such evidence the Hodse can think
his innocence guestionadle, he claims thes

being condemoed without a trial, and ih
every otker British subject to give evidence 3
in the ordinary admiuistration of the law P tite House
of Commons ¢an think his inuoceence ruestionable I”
The innocence of a man of bad habits is dt all fimes
something more than questionable, and his Royal H;M
ness may be assired that his innocence is very s:ues’-omh
to the whole people as well as to their u*ze»m;a?wes.
He protests his funocence by his “ homour a8 a Prince.”
I have heard of the honour of a gentleman and G?‘;; man
of worth, and thank God T am in the hah'* of epjoying
the company of such persons, though they do
debanch in Gloucester Place, or drink wize out of g

¢ TR e H -
told him of these things long ago,

ngk

a}i{w of
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that cost 2 guinea a piece, but I am at a foss to know
what is the precise abstract signification of ** tke honour
of a Princs,” especially as a solenn oath: If His Royal
Highness icoks back to history, I am afraid that the ho-
nour of Princes will not flash on his face as vividly as the
dishonour. If 2 Prince is a virfuous man, he may then
swear by his honour as much as he pleases, if ke thinks i
necessary ; but if he is not; instead of rendering his oaths
sacied, what he calls his honour as a Prince adds only to
‘the contemptibility of mere title, and to his dishonour as
‘a good character. What has been said of wit may be
‘botter applied to virtue; though in either application it
will be a goed lesson to His Royal Highuess :—

Wit makes the man, and want of it the fellow ;
t is all but leather and pranella.

The res

e claims “the justice of not being condemned without

a trial, &¢.” Now, in the first place, the House have no-

thing to do with his trial; properly speaking ; they merely
examine whether there are grouands for it: and in the se-
cond place, who denies him this justice ? Let him claim
the trial,

also the privilege of every other British subject—to give

and see if his Peers will deny it him ! He claims
evidence at the Bar, as in the ordinary administration of
the law.” He may have it, no doubt, common justice

but what would -have
29

‘and common charity grant it him:
heen said by this ¢ illustrious Personage,” who claims the
4p1n1le'*es of every other subject; had his case been deemed
Zibellpus on the national character, and of ecurse hme de-
prived him of the liberty of bringing forward his evidence,
as it deprives exery other bnbsh subjeet accused of a libel ?
The ¢ illustrious Personage ”° is shocked at the bare idea
of being prevented from bringing forward his evidence.
Was he as tenacious of ¢ the privilege of every other Bri-
sk subject,” when instead of prosecuting those whom he
calls libellers in a eivil court, and thus putting the case
fairly to a trial of privileges and of truth, ke prosecuted
ithem by the Crown Accuser, and ¥y thai method deprived
ihem of the privilege of bringing forward their cvidence 2
I cannot swear by the honour of a Prince, but I cannot
help feeling, by the honour of a lover of freedom and of
truth, how truly blissful it is to hear this ¢ illustrious Per-
sonage” talking of his anxicty, his delicate feelings and his
British privileges of evidence, while he has been threaten-
g us with, and s now holding over our heads a scourge
that with neither truth for it’s handle nor justiee for it’s
end, may descend upon upon us whenever he pleases with-
out the privilege on our parts of shewinsg we are right!
Yet, after all, such a mind, such a man does this Letier
exhibit, that had he endeavoured to ruin the Proprietors
of this Paper by a more plausible method than he has pur-
- sued, they could not withhold from him their exireme
pity under the present circumstances.
flatly contradicted,
those |
went entirely to rescue his official character; he is convieted ;

by kis own acknowledged connexions of the

He is contradicted,

upon his own protestation, evea by

statements about his open war with corrupiion, which

greaiest

_sueaking,

: .
charge against his moral charact(,r; and to sum up the
acme of his disgrace, he is fiattered and foadled by the
Horning Post. Of that infamuous paper; which Mrs. Ciifrs

selected for her military commmunications, and in which
othe# woien wrile panegyrics on the beauty and virtuc of

the Prince of Warges; 1 have
Constant Reader, re specting

received a notice from a
a paragraph fhat appeated in
that

least

it cannot be
decency. Our
been universal

it the other day so detestably obscene;
even hinted in a public Print of the
Correspondent; whose
among persons of -the
have since seen a nolice

mmgndhoa bas

ieast Teelr

may

gentlemanly
in that Paper
cluiming” the paragraph; and excusing
the hurry of business:

¢ indignantly
it on account ¢f
1t was said of thal vile debauchee;
Colonel Cstarrres, that he was at least free from two
vices; prodigality and Fypocrisy, because hi
empted him from the first, and his maie
from the second ; but here

avarice €z-

impudence

are hypocrisy and matchless

impudence atonce. How came the paragraph in question
to be selectéd during the h )hj of business? How came it
after being sell ecw(', to be ¢ Prinfzr, and by
him read over of course syl le during the

and after
of

Flenso
Lyery

hurry of business; authorized for

msertion during the hurry business ?
talk of its paragraphs. numbe
from il’s press 1s a scandal at onee to the

honour, dnd the common deceney of

I'ai€d Gis

(AO!'IC«P()ﬂd(‘Ilt qUU‘(“; f-lt‘ "‘AF
Immodest words admit of no defence,
For want of decency is want of sense.

But I know not whether it has been sai

Poet would have said wi

Emmodest werds admit

That want of

To this defence, the only. reasonable ene they have, T

leave the Merning Post and it’s patrons; and Heaven send
them a “00(} derverance.

A word or iwo  of other daily papers.

have indignantly taken up the

lity and the countr

Most of them

mseparable cause of mora-

ty ; one paper-in particular, once reé-
has become so tired
it has breathed, that

suddenly and entirely changed into

kouncd a miere butterfly of the Court,
of the corrupt aimoespher 1t has

a very formidabie

shape against eorruption; but there is another, the
Times, which after acquiring @ repulaiion quite as

sudden and still more solid, has condescended, Jor reasons
best knoden fo ifself, but not unknown fo others, to truckle
to what it may censider as the prevailing inferes?, and to
acopt a mode of conduet which those who had less re-
spect than myself for it’s general character, would eall
Bat in whatever light it may chuse to repre-
sent itself, it has no right whatever to misrepreseat others.
It states o 1t’s number of last . Monday that on account of
or Hor*AV s pamphict there have beena great number

Majo
f; rinters and publishers under. prosecution ; and it adds

| these words—
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“ It was only from one of these that the original pamphlet
sprung ; the vest did no more than extract from or recommend
it, and that upos the attested character of it’s author, who
was no sooncr known to kave fled from his charge, thau every
one of them retracted bis praise of the work, allowed the falsity
of his exfracis, and was willing to maintain that the Duke of
Yorr’s character stoed as fair as if this individual arraign-
inent of it had never been published.” :

Now this is not only a gross injustice towards Major
Hogax, of whom it is not yet proved that he went to
America for the sake of flying from his charge ; but I can
also afiirin, as one of the persons now under prosecution,
that it is a direct falsehood. So far from retracting any
praise of Major Hocax’s work, of which they are thus
compelled to reiterate their opinion, the Proprietors have
hitherte seen no reason whatever why they should not
thenk even more highly of the truth of iis statements :
they do not, therefore, and cannot ¢ allow: the faisity of
their exiracts,” and unless the Times Editor means to
be ironical, they have no intention whatever * to
maintain that the Duke of Yorx’s character stands
as fair as if this individual arraignment of it bad never

been published.”  Character has a great influence
with them in the present question: they place
the Duxe and H®ajor Hoean side by side, they

judge by what is known of both, and they have no hesita-
tion in saying, after all that has been scen and beard, that
until the law of evidence determines the question, the
advantage of credit is on the side of the latter. Let the
Time’s Editor” or Proprictor act as he pleases. If the
Exawinver must go to prison, he will not add to the ve-
straint of bis confinement by unavailisg narrowness of
mind, or painful restrictions of conscience. This may be
pride, but it is not the pride of place.

He, that has light withia his own clear breast,

May =it ©* the center, and enjoy bright day :

But he, that hides a dark soul and foul thoughts,

Beniglited walks under the mid-day sun;

Himself is his own dungeon.

DESTRUCTION OF DRURY-LANE THEATRE.
Carsmrry Brings with it a contrast of peculiar horror
when it bursts forth in places devoted to gaiety. It was
but on Thursday last that a crowded audience was witnes-

sinz the seng and the dance at Drury-lane Theatre, and on”
= =1 o 7

the next night that immense edifice was almost reduced to

bes. Of course the Zzaminer need not make an apolo-
to his readers for omitting his eriticism en the new
If the author
is cofinccied with the ma t, as he is said to be, he
is of course one of the sufferers on the occasion, and the
criticism is in every way useiess and nnseasonable. 1t is
caiy to be hoped, that Mr. Bissor the composer has pre-
served the copies of and impassioned
misics S0 saperior as it is to the theatrical compusition of

%y
I

Opers, which was produced on Thursday,

ihe day, and so promising lo those who wish better days |

to the stage.  The fire broke out next Brydges-street, in
ihe Chinese lobby, where some shops for the sale of gloves,
fruit, &c. were about. to be opened to the public, and it is
supposed that it must have been owing to the careless-
ness of the varnishers who were expediting their work at
a late hour. In less than a quarter of au hour the fire
spread in one vnbroken flame over the whole of the im-
meuse pile exiending from Brydges-street to Drory-lane ;
so that the pillar of fire was not less than 450 feet in
breadth. Ig 2 very few minutes the whele of that part of

the Theatre, together with the front row of boxes, were
on fire, and the rapidity of the flames was such, that before
twelve o’clock the whole of the interior of the Theatre
was one blaze. The Theatre was al this time left to its
fate, and the appearance was awfully and tremendously
grand. Never before did we behold so immense a hody
of flame, and the occasional explosions that took place
were awful in appearance beyond description. 'The inte-
rior was most completely destroved by one o’clock. Some
of the houses partiaily caught fire in Russel-street, but
the engines, with a plentifal supply of water, eontinved to
play on the houses contiguous to the Theatre. The ad-
vautage of having a great public structure of this kind in
an insulated situation was apparent upon this awful and
melancholy ‘occasion.  Although the engines could not
arrest the progress of the flames in the Theatre, they were
able to play upon the surrounding buildings, and thus
saved the neighbourhood from destruction. In contem-
plation of fire, there was a reservoir full of water on the
top of the building, which fell in. Of its quantity, and
that supplied by the engines, some idea may be formed
from the appearance of the streets in the vicinity, The
whole line from the Theatre down to £t. Clement’s Church,
which had been perfectly dry only an hour before, was
scarcely passable at two o’clock, from the depth of water
upon it, - Neither the burning ¢f Covent Garden Thealie,
nor the late fire at St. James’s Palace, can be compared in
terrific grandeur with the fire of last night. The Thames
appeared like a sheet of fire. \

At three o’clock the flames had nearly subsided ; that
once magnificent striucture presented to our view nothing
but an immense feap of ruins; and at five o'clock the
flames were completely subdued. - : ; :

The building of this Theatre cost 200,000, Of the

.imniense property “of all sorls, in scemery, machinery,

diesses, decordtions, music, instruments, plays, &ec. of
which nething was saved, we ¢an form no estimate. 1If
the Theatre cost 200,000L in building fiftecn years ago,
it‘cannot now -be rebuilt for 300,0001. It was not in-
sured, we understand, as some Papers siate, for something
nore than 40,0001, bat for the exact foliowing sums :
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£.35,000

THE -OPERA. N
T0-THE EDITOR OF THE EXAMINER.
SR,

Since I last wrote to you a new Ballet has been pro-
dueed at this Theaire, under the title of Don Quicholte ou
les Noces de Gamache; the subject of which is taken from
the story of Basilivs and Quiteria, in Carvaxtes’ admi-
rable nov'e]. Mr. D'Eevinee has acted judiciously in hor-
rowing his snbject from the invention of another, as
doing so he has avoided any gross vielation of rationali
it is only when he indulges his own faney

in

that che scuds

Turks on a voyage of discoveries, converts the Chinese into

a nation of daneers, or makes young ladies fail ia love with
flower-pots.  Yet even in borrowing from Cervaxees he
has so mangled the original, and so wretchedly contrived
the action, that a -person nnacguainted with the novel

would find the plot incomprehensible = this isthe IROXg 1e-
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markable, as the wedding of Camache 18 deseribed so mi-
nutely and dramaticaliy in Don Quixote, that if the story
Ballet must in-
evitably have been produced. The initrest of the -plot
consists in the protraction of the. deoucment, yet Mr.
D’Bevivee has hurried it on so rapidly, that in the course
of an hour and a half which is occupied by the representa-
tion, not mere than a minute is devoted to the story
which gives title to it.  The only rc¢commendation which
the Ballet possesses is the astonishing dancing of Vestris,
Ancronivy, and the Desnavsss the Fandungo by the two
former dancers is uncommonly lively and pleasing, and has
the merit of novelty, which is a rare thing in an art that ad-
snits but of hitle variety. M. DPesnaves seems to be re-
animated by the arrival of Vesrrisi for some years, con-
tented with being the first dancer, he has exeried himself
but little to increase his celebrity; but now that a rival lias
appeared he has gained an acceleration of vigotr and ac-
tivity, and endeavours as ardently to surpass Vestitis as
VEs'x‘ms does to s'm‘,nsq him.

The music of the ballet is very indificrent, and as usual,
the prodaction of M. Vesua, whose plagiarisins are be-
vond all precedent 5 not contented with borrowing openly
and confessedly from the works of composers, he contrives
o compile a patch-work composition, by pilfering in small
quantities from the works of Havpw, Brermovew, and tile
other great composers, and hopes by this means to escape
detection. Insuch atheatre as this, it is disgraceful that a
parson of such mean talents should be employed 5 for as it
is on account of music chiefly that the Opera deserves cu-
couragement, the orchestra should be in every respect as
zomplete as possible, and no composers cmployed but such
as are of very superior ability.

In this ballet, as in all the late productions of Mr. D'Be-
viLLe, the eyes of the audience arc assaulted with the sight
of his six unfortunate pupils, whose health and morals are
sacrificed to the unfeeling brutality of a ballet-master, and
to the more aslonishing depravity of their parents. These
victims to parenial avarice and vanity are the very bane
of places of public amusement, whers one can scarcely go
without their being intruded to disgust us with their unna-
tural distortions. 1 am at a loss to'conceive what pleasure

- ¢an be derived from the sight of 50 many painted skeletons,

(.Hp'ircutly exhausted with incessant fatigue, yet endea-
vouring with ogles and feers to look divine, while they re-
mind oune m"he; of a church-yard than of heaven. In
addition to these shadows, Mr. D’Eevrune has a numerous
troop of infants that are brought forward in the ballet, for
mo purpose that I can imagine, unless it 1s to shew that
children can be kept awalke till twelve or one o’clock, and
that rouge will artificially supply the colour of which want
of rest has deprived them. H, R,

LAW.

COURT OF KINGS BENCH.
Monduy, Febrrary 20,
- THE XING v, JOHN CARRINGTON SMITH,

The Defendant was indicted for challenging Lord Ranelagh,
The Defendant, & Major in the Army, was driving his gig
along the Uxbridge
lagh, fellowed by his servant. As the latter rede by, Mrn
Smith without apy provocation gave him 4 cut or two with his
v wip, under the pretence that he impeded his passage. Lord
Rapciagh Sadiag 1aRebif servant had been ill used, rode back

Road, when he was passed by Lord Ranes

and requeated Mr. Smith to stop and explain his conduct, Blr:
Smith gave his Lordship the lie, adding—¢¢ Who do you think
I am? l_')u you take me for a Vovkney riding out on Sunday?
I am a Majorin his Majesty’s service.” Lor’d Ranelagh told
him he should not have taken him either for a Major or
Gentleman; and then informed him of his own rank and title.
Upon this, Mr, Smith gave him his card, and desired to meet
bim two hours from that time to give him satisfaction, His
Lordship refused to do this; but the next day took out a war-
rant against Mr. S. to appear before the Magistrates, where
he admitted that he had given the challenge, and said it was
rather an extraordinary mede of answering it, to bring a Gen-
tleman before a Magistrate,

Lord ELLENBOROUGH made some very just observations
upon the very strange conduct 6f the Defeandant, who, he said,
was right in thinking that he ought not to be mistaken fora
Cockney riding for a Sunday airing. The good citizens of
London upon such occasions comported themselves with
priety and decerum, and did not viclate the peace by insu
and beating the rest of his Majesty’s subjects.

The Jury found the Defendant guilty, and he will rcecive
his sentence next term.

THE KING v. BXAUMONT,

T'his was an information filed ex o/ficic by his Majesty’s At-
torney-(rencral, against ‘the defendant for a libel. The libel
was published. in . The British Guardian, in the form of a -
letter addressed to his Majesty,”? T'hesubstance of it went te
charge his Majesty with unconstitutional Goverament, by tak-
ing his measures not frem his Privy Councillors, his legal, re=
spousible; and constitutionable advisers, but frem a secret junta
of hidden advisers, who were not responsible for their advice,
It also contained other strictures in other parts of alledged im-
proper conduct in the Royal Family., The libel being read,
and the publication proved, Mr. CLrForD, for the defendant;
addressed the Jury; and contended; that the same doctrines
had been published by Mr. Burke, the greai Lord Chatham,
and other eminent men in this country ; and thatno prosecotion
had ever been instituted against themn, for exactly the same
doctrines as' was contained in the prefent paper. The Attor-
ney-General having replied, the Jury found the defendant
Guilty,

THE KING v. HORSEMAN.

This was an information for a libel upon the Duke of Sussex,
publisiied in a large hand-bill; lately placarded abouat the
town, in which 20 guineas reward, and the Duke of Sussex;
betng printed in large letters, siruck the view of the passengers,
When the hand-bill was read throegh, it pmporu,d to stale,
that whereas an anonymous hand billy Signed 2 Yorkshireman,
had been stuck up about town, tweaty gaineas reward would
be given to any person who would prove the Duke of Sussex
not to be the author of it.

Mr, Aporpuus argued this was no libel ‘against the Dulke
of Sussex; as it did not charge him with any offesce of a. cris
minal pature.

Lord ELLEYBOROUGH told the Jury, that whatever held
a man up to ridicule and coutempt ‘was a libel. Now strike
out the name of the Duke of Sussex, and put in any of their
own, and then ask themselves whether such a biil placarded
about the streets was not making a man contemptible? The
Jury found the defendant Gailty. :

BIRTH, P
On the 20th mshnt, at his house in Goodge-street, Totten=
ham-court-road, the Lady of Stephen Hoole, Fsq of a son,

MARRIAGES,

On the 14th instant, at 8t. George’sy Ilanover-squere; Capt.

John Chitherowe, of the Guards, to Saraly, eldest daughter
of Greneral Burton,-of Upper Brook-street.

On the 18th instant, at Shefleld, . J. Key; Esq. of Ab-

church-lane; to? ’\Iary, the third -daaghter of H. Tudor, Esq,

of the above place,

Prmted and. published by Jou*« Hunt; at the wamma
Office; 15, Beaufort Buildings, Strandi—DPrice §3d,




