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ON THE MONTH OF
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Winter fiill lingving on the werge of Spring,
Retires relullant, and from time to time

Looks back, while at his keen and chilling bredth
Fair Flora fickens.

$epdrdiod s HE great opetatiofnis of

& 2 natute during this month,
g T 2% feem to be, to dry up the
5 ) & fuperabundant moifture of

N % February, thereby pte-
%é@?@v@@g venting the roots and feeds

from rotting in the eaith ;
and gradually to bring forward the procefs
of fru&ification in the {welling buds, whilft
at the fame time, by the wholefome feve-
rity of chilling blafts, they are kept from
a premature difclofuie; which would ex-
pofe their tender contents to injury from
the yet unfettled feafon. This et¥¢& is
beautifully touched upon in a fimile of
Shakefpeare’s :

And like the tyrannous breathings of the florth,

Checks all our buds from blewing.

"This feeming tyranny, however, is to be
regarded as the moft ufeful difcipline ; and
thofe years generally prove moft fruitful,
in which the pleafing appearances of
Spring are the lateft: :

The fun has now a¢quired fo much
power, that on a.clear day we often feel
all the genial influence of Spring, though
the naked fhrubs and trees ftill give the
landfcape the comfortlefs appearance of
Winter. But foft pleafant weather in
March is feldom of long duration.

As et the trembling year is unconfire’d,

And Winter oft at eve refumes the breeze;

Chills the pale morn, and bids his driviig fleets

Deform the day delightlefs,

As foon as a few dry days have made the
land fit for working, the farmer goes to the
plough; and if the fair weather continues,
proceeds to fowing oats and barley, though
this bufinefs is feldom finithed till the
next month. The impottatice of a dry

feafon for getting the feed early and favour- |

ably into the ground, is exprefled in the
old proverb, :

A butiel of March duftis worth a king¢ ranfom.

The mellow note of the throftle, who
fings perched on the naked bough of fome
lofty tree; is heard from the beginning of
the month : at the fame time, the ring-dove
cooes in the woods. - The rookery is how
all in motion with the pleafing labour of
building and repairing nefts; and highly
amufing it is to obferve the tricks and ar-
tifices of the thievifh tribe, fome to de-
fend, and others to plunder, the materials
of their new habitations. Thefe birds are
accufed of doing much injury to the far-
mer by plucking up the young corn, and
other {pringing vegetables ; but fome think
this mifchief fully repaid by their diligence
in picking up the grubs of various infelts,
which, if fuffered to grow to maturity,
would oceafion much greater damage.
For this purpofe; they ate frequently feent
following the plough, ot fettling in flocks
on newl{-turned up lands, :

Some birds, which took refuge in our
temperate climate from the tigout of the
northern Winters; now begin to leave us,
and return to the countries where they were
bred. The red-wing thrufh, fieldfare, and
woodcock, are of this kind; and they re-
tire to fpend their fummer in Norway,
Sweden, and other parts of the north.

"The gannets, or foland geefe, refort du-
ring this month to thofe Scotch ifles,
where they breed in fuch numbers, as to
cover almoft the whole furface: of the
ground with their eggs and young. '

Frogs, which during the winter lay in
a torpid ftate at the bottom of pbnds or
ditches, are enlivened by the warmth of
Spring, and eatly ir this month nfe to the
furface of the water in vaft numbers. They
are at firft very timorous, and dive to the
bottom with great quicknefs as ofie 4p-
proaches; but in the coupling feafon they
become bolder; and make themfelves heard
to a great di{’rancg by their croaking.

Thofe moft elegant fifh, fimelts or {par«
lings, begin to run up the rivers in this
month in order to fpawn. They are of fo
tender a hature, that the leaft mixture o
{now-water in the tiver drives them back
to the fea.

But nothing in the animal creation is 2
miore pleafing fpe&acle, than the fporting
of the young lambs, moft of which are
yeaned this month, and are trufted abroad:
when the weather is tolerably mild. DYER,
in his poem of The Fleece, gives a very
natural and beautiful defcription of this
circumftances

Spread drouitd thy tend’reft diligence
In flow'ry fprifig-time, whert the hew:dro t fantls,
Tott'ring vith weaknefs by his mother’s fide,
Fecls the frefh world about hirn § and each thiomm,
Hillock, or furrow, trips his feeble feet :
O guard his ineck fweet innocence from all
TI7 fonumerous ills, that rufh around his life;
Mark the quick kite, with beak and talons prone,
Circling the {kies to fnatch hiim from the plain ;
Obferve the lurking crows ; beware the | rake,
There the {ly fox the carelefs mintite waits
Nof truft thy neighbour’s dog, nor earth, nor fky¥
‘Thy bofom to a thoufand cares divide.
Furus oft flings his hail 5 the tardy ﬁeldsd =
Pay not their promis’d food 5 and oft the dam
O’er her weak twins with eml)tX udder mourns,
Or fails to guard, whien the bold bird of grey
Alights, and hops in many turns around,
And tires her alfo tarning : to her aid
Be nimble, and the weakeft; thine arms,
Gently convey to the warm cofc, and oft,
Between the lark’s note and the nightingale’s;
His hungry bleating fill with tepidmilk 5
In this {oft office may thy children joun,
And charitable habits learn in {port:
Nor yield bim to himfelf, ere \'p{nal airs
Sprinkle thy little croft with daify flowerss

Anothet moft agreeable token of the ar=
rival of Spring, is that the bees begin to
venture out of theit hives about the middle
of this month. As their food is the honey-
like juice found in the tubes of flowers,
their coming abroad is a certain ._ﬁﬁn that
fowers afc now to be met with, No
creature feems poflefled of a greater
poweer of forefecing the weather; fo that
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their appearance in the morning may be
reckoned a fure token of a fair day.
The gardens are now rendered gay by

the crocufes; which adorn the borders with |

a rich-mixture of the brighteft yellow and
purple. The little fhrubs of mezereon
arein their beauty.  T'he fields look green
with the {pringing gfafs, but few wild low-
€rs as yet appear to decoraterthe ground.
Daifies, however, begin to. be fprinkled
over the dry pafturé$; and the moift
banks of ditches arc enlivened with the
glofly ftar-like yellow flowers of pilewort.
"Towards the end of the month, primrofes
peep out beneath the hedges; and the
moit delightfully fragrant of all flowers,
the violet, difcovers itfelf by the perfume
it imparts to the furrounding air, before
the eye has perceived it in its lowly bed.
SHAKESPEARE compares an exquifitely
fweet ftrain of mufic, to the delicious
fcent of this Aower : :

O! it came to my ear, like the fiveet fouth,

‘That breathes upon a bank of violets,

Stealing and giving odour.

There are feveral kinds of violets ; but
the fragrant (both blue and white) is the
earlieft, thence called the March violet.
To thefe flowers SHAKESPEARE adds the
daffodil,

Which comes before the fwallow dares, and takes
> The winds of March with beauty.

Befides the hazel, the fallow now en-
livens the hedges with its catkins full of
yellow duft ; and the alder-trees are cover-
ed with a kind of black bunches, which
are the male and female fowers. The
leaves of honeyfuckles are nearly expan-
ded. In the gardens, the peach and nec-
tarine, the almond, the cherry and apricot-
trees, come into full bud during this
month, The gardeners find plenty of em-
ployment in pruning trees, digging and
manuring beds, and fowing a great variety
of feeds, both for the flower and kitchen
garden,

In the latter part of this month the equi-
‘nox happens, when day and night are of
equal length all over the globe ; or rather,
“whien the fun isan equal time above, and
below, the horizon. FYor the merning
and evening twilight make apparent day
confiderably longer than night. This
takes place -again in September. The
firfk is called the vernaly the latter the au-
tumnal equinox. At thefe times ftorms
and tempelfts are particularly frequent,
whence they have always been the
terror of mariners.
boifterous and vehement to a proverb.

>E R the pale emberis of 2 dying fire,
O His little lamp fed with but little oil,
"The Carate fat, (for fcanty was his hire}
And ruminatéd {ad the morrow’s toil.

March winds are |
¢ Ah! not for me the harveft yields its fore,

>Twas Sunday’s eve, meet {eafon to prepare
The ftated le€tures of the coming tyde ;
No day of refte to him, but day of care,
At ;ganie a church to preach, with tedious
ride. -

Before him fprede, his various fermons lay,
Of explanation deepe, and fage advice,
Thedharveﬁ glean’d from many a thoughtful

aye.
The yfruit of learning bought with heavy
price.
On thefe he caft a fond but fearful eye:
Awhile he paus’d, for forrow ftopp’d his
throte :
Reliev’d at length he heav’d a bitter figh,
And thus complain’d, as well indeed he
mote,

£ iﬂfre is the fcholar’s lot, condemn’d to
ai
Unpatroniz’d o’cr life’s tempeftuous wave ;
Clouds1 blind his fight, nor blows a friendly
gale
To waft him to one port~except the grave,

€8 Bi]% vlvith prefumptive hope I launch’d my
eale,
With youthful ardour and bright fcience
fraughte,
Unanxious of the pains long doom’d to feel,
Unthinking that the voy’se might end in
noughte.

¢ Pleas’d on the fummit fea I danc’d awhile
With gay companions, and with views as
fair.
Outftript by thefe, 'm kept to humble toil,
My fondeft hopes abandon’d in defpair.—

¢ Had my ambitious mind heen led to rife
To higheft flights, to Crofier and to Pall,

Scarce could I mourn the miffings of my prize;
For fearing withes well deferve their fall.

¢ No tow’ring thought like thefe engag’d my
breaft,
I hlop’d (nor blame, ye proud, the lowly
plan)
Some little cove, fome parfonage of reft,
The {fcheme of duty {uited to the man;

¢ Where, in my narrow {phere fecure, at eafe,
From vile dependence, free I might remain,
The guide to good, the Counfellor of Peace,
The Friend, the fhepherd of the village fwain!

 Yet cruel fate deny’d the fmall requett,
And bound me faft in one ill-omen’d hour,
Beyond the chance of remedy, to reft
The flave of wealthie pride and prieftly
power,

¢ Oft as in ruflyt weeds I {fcour along

In diftant chapels haftily to pray,
By nod fcarce notic’d of the paffing thronge,—
" Tis but the Curate, every child will fay.

¢ Nor circumfcrib’d in dignity alone

Do I my rich fuperior’s vaffal ride :
Sad penurie as €’er in cottage known,
With allits frowns, does o’er my roof prefide.

The bough-crown’d fhock in vain attralts

i my eye, 3
To labour doom’d, and deftin’d to be poor,

The CURATE.—A Fragment. |

I pafs the field, I Aope, not envious by.
¢ When at the altar, furplice clad I ftand,
The bridegroom’s joy draws forth the gol-
den fee 3
The gift I take, but dare net clofe my hand,

The fplendid prefent centres not in me.”
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O F all the flow’rs that deck the plaia
With native {plendour gay,

The Daify’s fweeteft in the train, -
‘That decks the charms of May.

We fee the gaudy tulip rife,
That fhuns the lowly flow’r,
But foon its tranfient glory dies,

Vain bauble of an hour.

Learn hence, fair Delia, how to frame
The beauties of thy mind;

"Tis mecknefs paves the way to fame,
And charms all human kind.

Thy mind, that’s like the Daify low,
Let flow’rs of Grace adorn;

So fhall thy budding virtues blow
To ages yet unborn.

A Trarr of Queen EL1zABETH.
T HE following copy of an original

X letter from this Queen to Heaton,
Bifhop of Ely, is taken from the Regifter

of Ely:

“ Proud Prelate,

“ I underftand you are backward i
complying with your agreement: but I
would have you to know, that I, who
made you what you are, can unmake
you; and, if you do not forthwith fulfil
your engagement, by —— I will imme-
“ diately unfrock you. Your’s, as you
 demean yourfelf,

“ ELIZABETH.,”

Heaton, it feems, had promifed the Queen
to exchange fome part of the land belong-
ing to the fee for an equivalent, and did fo,
but it was in confequence of the above
letter. : —

<«

S

CEHARACTER OF

Dr. SAMUEL JOHNSON.

GREAT man? fays Voltaire, we mufp
by no means be lavifh of this title. We
canindeed hardly ever apply it at all, ifby
great be meant univerfally fo; that is, om-
nibus numeris abfolutus. o
The late Dr. Samuel Johnfon was a man

of great parts, and was indifputably a great
| man, if great parts {imply can make one =

but Dr. Samuel Johnfon was the meaneft
of bigots, a dupe and flave to the moft

- contemptible prejudices; and, upon fub-

jeélts the moft important, is known to have:
held opinions, which are abfolutely a dif~
grace to human underf{tanding.

‘The Prefident Montefquieu has faid, that

: “ the rank or place, which pofterity.be~
& flows, is fubje&t like all others to the

¢ whim and caprice of fortune : and our

Wollatton was fo difgufted with the foolifa
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and iniquitous judgments of men, that he
betook himfelf early in life to retirement,—
propter inigua bominum judicia, as he left
to be infcribed upon his tomb-ftone. If
any thing could cure a man’s anxiety, and
render him indifferent, about what is faid
or thought of him, now or hereafter, it
would be thefe blind, abfurd, iniquitous
judgments of men; who break riotoufly
forth into praife or cenfure, without regard
to truth or juflice, but juft as paflion and
prte)udice impel.

K <tIohnfon ¢ feems, together with the
ableft head, poflefled of the very beft
¢ heart at prefent exifting ; fays one wri-
ter. * Never on earth did one mortal
* body encompafs fuch true greatnefs and
¢ fuch true goodnefs,” fays another ; who
obferves alfo, that his Lives of the Poets
“ would alone have been fufficient to im-
€ mortalize his name.” How able his
kead, or (as a third exprefles it) what fu-
pendsus firength of underfanding he might
have, cannet be precifely dehned; but
it is certain, that this fupendous wunder-
flanding was not firong enough to force
its way through the meaneft prejudices,
with which it was once entangled. And
for the wery bef heart, and fuch true

1<

goodnefs as one mortal body did never before.
encompafs,—this is the language of jour-

nalifts and periodical writers: let us hear
the teftimony of thofe, who have always
known him perfonally, and intimately.
Bithop Newton, fpeaking of the above
Lives of the Pocts, fays, “ that malevolence
¢ predominates in every part; and that,
¢ though fome paffages are judicious and
¢ well written, yet they make not fuffici-
¢ ent compenfation for fo much fpleen and
¢¢ ill humour.,” An account of Dr. John-
fon, faid to be written by the ingenious Mifs
Seward, fets forth, that he was a man of
very great parts, and of many good quali-
ties, which it is far from our intent to deny
or detract from ; but that his characier was
a very mixed, and ({he might have added)
avery imperfett, one.
reprefented as excellent and fine, where not
¢ difgraced, as in his critici{ms, with the
¢ faults of his difpofition. He had ftrong
% affellions,” it is faid, “ where literary
“ envy did not interfere ; but that envy
€ was of {uch deadly potency, as to load
£ his converfation, as it has loaded his bio-

:: graphic works, with the rancour of party

"

¢ farcdfm, and unchriftian-like inve&ive.
“ He turned from the compofitions of rifing
¥ genius with a vifible horror,
* proved too plainly, that envy was the
¢¢ bofom-ferpent of this literary defpot.
“ His pride was infinite ; yet, amidft all
£ the overbearing arrogance it produced,
¢ his heart melted at the fight, or at the
# reprefentation, of difeafe and poverty ;
€ and, in the hours of affuence, his purfe
€ was ever open to relieve them. He was

His writings are |

violence, with national averfion, bitter!

wrhich '

3
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“ a furious Jacobite, while one hope for
 the Stuart line remained ; and his poli-
 tics, always leaning towards defpoti{m,
¢ were inimical to liberty, and the natural

~ ~

 rights of mankind. He was punctual in

<«

his devotions ; buthis religious faith had
<«

much more of bigot-fiercenefs, than
< of that gentlenefs which the gofpel in-
« culcates,” &e.

If this reprefentation be in any degree
juft; and I have never heard of its being
either difowned or contradiéted, what are
we to think of panegyrifts, who afcribe to
him fuch true greatnefs and fuch true good-
nefss as were never before encompaffed by
one mortal body ? :

dhe - B U5 o

Addreffed to Mifs

LET heroes boaft their battles won,
The laurels they’ve obtain’d ;
Tis mine to boaft, ’tis mine alone,
A nobler conqueft gain’d.
T’ve won fair —’s gentle heart,
Pve gain’d the nymph I love:
What greater honour can impart,
What blifs fuperior prove ¢

Hard feem’d the conteft, but at laft
The yielding maid was kind ;

A mutual paflion, the confefs’d,
Had long poflefs’d her mind.

Dear lovely girl, you ne’er will find
A flame more pure than mine,

An heart more grateful, more refign’d
To love’s fiveet will and thine, '

AN EXTRACT FR M

The VILLAGE, . Porm.

By the Rev. G. CRABBE.

Y £ gentle fouls who dream of rural eafe,
Whom the fmooth fiream and fmoother
{onnet pleafe ;

Go ! if the peaceful cot your praifes fhare,

Go -look within, and afk if peace be there:

If peace be his—that drooping weary fire,

Or t{_heir’s, that offspring round their feeble
ire, :

Or her’s, that matron pale, whofe trembling
~hand

Turns on the wretched hearth th’ expiring
brand.

Nor yet can time itfelf obtain for thefe

Life’s lateft comforts, due refpect and eafe ;

For yonder fee that hoary fwain, whofe age

Can with no cares except its own engage ;

Who, propt on that rude ftaff, looks up to fee

The bare arms broken from the withering tree ;

On which, a boy, he climb’d the loftieft
bough, :

Then his firlt joy, but his fad emblem now.

He once waschiefin all the ruftic trade,

His fteady hand the ftraiteft furrow made ;

Full many a prize he won, and ftill is proud

To find the triumphs of his youth allow’d ;

A tranfient pleafure fparkles in his eyes,

He hears and {miles, then thinks again and
fighs:

For now he journeys to his grave in pain ;

T'he rich difdain himﬁ‘ nay, the poor difdain ;
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Alternate mafters now their {flave command,
And urge the efforts of his feeble hand ;
Who, when his age attempts its tafk in vain,
With ruthlefs taunts of lazy poor complais.
Ofé} may you fee him when he tends the
eep,
" His winter charge, beneath the hillock weep;
Oft hear him murmur to the winds that blow ;.
Q’er his white locks, and bury them in {nowz
When rouz’d by rage and muttering in the
morn,
He mends the broken hedge with icy thorn.
Why do I live, when I defire to be
At once from life and life’s long labour free ?
Like leaves in {pring, the young are blown
away,
Without the forrows of a flow decay ;
I, like yon wither’d leaf, remain behind,
Nipt by the froft and thivering in the wind :
There it abides till younger buds come oy
As 1, now all my fellow fwains are gone ;
Then, from the rifing generation thruft,
It falls, like me, unnotic’d to the duft.
Thelie{fruitful fields, thefe numerous focks
eey ; ‘
Are others’ gain, but killing cares to.me ;
To me the children of my youth are lords,
Slew in their gifts, but hafly in their words ;
Wantshof their own demand their care, and-
who
Feels his own want, and fuccours others tog ?
A lonely, wretched man, in pain I go,
Nene need my help and none relieve my woeg
Then let my bones beneath the turf be laid, -
And men forget the wretch they would not

aid.
Thus groan the old, till by difeafe oppreft,
They talte a final woe, and then they reft.
Their’s is yon houfe that holds the parifh

. poor,

Whofe walls of mud fcarce bear the broken
door ;

There, where the putrid vapours, flagging,

P]aY9
And the dull wheel hums doleful through the

day ;

There ihildren dwell who know no parent’s
care -

Parents, who know no children’s love, dwell
there ;

Heart-broken matrons on their joylefs bed,

Forfaken wives and mothers never wed !

Dejeéted widows with unheeded tears,

And crippled age with more than childhood-
fears ; :

The lamé, the blind, and, far the happieft
they !

The moping ideot and the madman gay.

Here too the fick their final doom receive,
Here brought amid the fcenes of grief; to

grieve ;
Where the loud groans from fome fad cham-
ber flow,
Mixt with the clamours of the croud below ;
Here forrowing, they each kindred forrow {can,
And the cold charities of man to man.
Whofe laws indeed for ruin’d age provide,
And ftrong compulfion plucks the ferap from
pride ; :
But ftill that fcrap is bought with many a figh,
| And pride embitters what it can’t deny.

Say ye, oppreft by fome fantaftic woes,
Some jarring nerve that baflies your repofe ;
Who prefs the downy conch, while flaves ad-

vance, : -
With timid eye, to read the diftant glance ;
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Who with {ad prayers the weary dotor teaze
To name the namelefs ever-new difeafe ;
Whodwi:h mock patience dire complaints en-
are, .
Which real pain, and that alone can cure ;
How would ye bear in real pain to lie,
Depid’d, negleéted, left alone to die ?
‘How would ye bear todraw your latefl breath,
here all that’s wretched paves the way for
death ?
Such is that room which one rude beam di-
vides, 2
And naked rafters form the floping fides ;
VWhere the vile bands that bind the thatch are
{een,
And lath and mud is all that lie between ;
Save one dull pane, that, coarfely patch’d,
gives way :
To the rude tempeft, yet excludes the day :
Here, on a matted flock, with duft o’erfpréad,
The drdoping wretch reclines his languid
head ;
For him no hand the cordial cup applies,
Nor wipes the tear that ftagnates in his eyes;
No friends with foft difcourfe his pain be-
uile,

Norgpromi(e hope till ficknefs wears a fmile.
Bat foon a loud and hafty fummons calls,
Shakes the thin roof, and echoes round the
walls ; -

Anon, a figure enters, quaintly neat,
All pride and bufinefs, butle and conceit ;
With looks unalter’d by thefe fcenes of woe,
With fpeed that entering, fpeaks his hafte
to go;
He bids the gazing throng around him fly,
And carries fate and phyfic in his eye;
A potent quack, long vers’d in human ills,
Who firit infults the vi&im whom he kills 5 -
Whofemurd’rous hand a drow{y bench prote&,
“And whofe moft tender mercy is neglec.
Paid by the parith for attendance here,
He wears contempt upon his fapient fneer ;
In hafte he fecks the bed where mifery lies,
Impatience mark’d in his averted eyes ;
Ard, fome habitual queries hurried o’er,
Without reply, he ruthes on the door ;
His drooping patient, long inur’d to pain,
And long unheeded, knows remonftrance
vain ;
He ceafes now the feeble help to crave
Of man, and mutely haftens to the grave.
But ere his death fome pious doubts arife,
Some fimple fears which * bold bad” men
defpife;
Fain would he afk the parifh prieft to prove
His title certain to the joys above ;
For thi}sl he fends the murmuring nurfe, who
calls :
“The holy ftranger to thefe difmal walls
And doth not he, the pious man, appear,
He, ¢ paffing rich with forty poundsa year »”
Ah! no, a fhepherd of a different ftock,
And far unlike him, feeds this litcle flock ;
A jovial youth, who thinks his Sunday’s tafk.
As much as God or man can fairly afk ;
‘The reft he gives to loves and labours light,
To fields the morning and to feafts the night ;
None better fkill’d, the noify pack to guide,
To urge their chace, to, cheer them or to
chide ;
Sure in his fhot, his game he feldom mift,
And feldom fail’d to win his game at whift ;
Then, while fuch honours bloom around his

head,
Shall he fit fadly by the fick man’s bed

To raife the hope he feels not, or with zeal
To combat fears that ev’n the pious feel ?

Now once again the gloomy fcene explore,
Lefs gloomy now ; the bitter hour is o’er,
The man of many forrows fighs no more.

Up yonder hill, behold how fadly flow
The bier moves winding from the vale below ;
There lie the happy dead, from trouble free,
And the glad parifh pays the frugal fee ;

No more, oh I Death, thy vi€tim Rarts to hear

Churchwarden ttern, or kingly overfeer ;

No more the farmer gets his humble bow,

Thou art his lord, the beft of tyrants thou !

Now to the church behold the mourners

come,

Sedately torpid and devoutlv dumb ;

The village children now their game fufpend,

To fee the bier that bears their antient friend ;

For he was one in all their idle fport,

And like a monarch rul’d their little court;

The pliant bow he forin’d, the flying ball,

The bat, the wicket, were his labours all ;

Him now they follow to his grave, and ftand

Silent and fad, and gazing, Hand in hand ;

While bending low, their eager eyes explore

The mingled relicks of the parifh poor:

The bell tolls late, the moping owl flies
round,

Fear marks the flight and magnifies the found ;

The buly prieft, detain’d by weightier care,

Defers his duty till the day of prayer ;

And waiting long, the crowd retire diftreft,

To think a poor man’s bones thould lie un-
bleft, ;

Extral? from an authentic Leiter relative to
an Hinpoo WOMAN’s burning berfel,
alive with her deceafed Hufband, dated
Calcutta, Fuly 25, 1779.

OCUL Chundes Gofaul, a Bramin of
{uperior caft, whofe chara&er as a
merchant and 2 man of integrity was very
refpectable amongft Europeans, and ex-
ceedingly fo with every native of this
country who had any knowledge of him ;
for he maintained a great many poor daily
at his houfe, and in the neighbourhood
where he lived ; and he extended his gene-
rofity to many Europeans, by lending them
money when in diftrefs. He was Gover-
nor Verelft’s Banian; and from that
circumftance, I believe, you can con-
firm all I have advanced in Gocul’s fa-
vour.

Gocul had been confined to his room '
about a fortnight by a fever and flux : I fre-
quently vifited him in that time, but did not
apprehend his diffolution was {o near, till
laft Tuefday morning, the zoth inft. when
on fending to enquire after his health, my
fervant informed me he was removed from
his own houfe to the banks of a creck that
runs from Collyghaut (a place held facred
by the Hindoos, and where the water is
taken up that is ufed in adminiftering oaths
to Hindoos in and about Calcutta) into the
river Ganges, as you know is cuftomary
with them, in order to die in or near that
river, or fome creek that runs into it.

Early the next morning I fent my fer-
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vant to afk how he was: he brought nre
for anfwer that Gocul was in"a dy-
ing ftate, as he had been all the preceding
night; and whilft I was at breakfaft one
of his dependants came to tell me he was
dead. I went to fee him foon after, and
found him covered with a fheet. I then
enquired if either of his wives (for he had
two) would burn with him; but nobody
there could inform me. I defired one of
his dependants to let me know if either of
them refolved to burn, that [ might be pre-
fent: this was about eight o’clock laft
Wednefday morning. At ten o’clock the
corps was carried to Collyghaut, a lit-
tle village about a mile higher up the creek,
and about 2% miles from Calcutta. RBe-
tween twelve and one o’clock the fame
day, Mr. Shakefpeare, who had an efteem
for Gocul, whofe nephew Joynerain Go-
faul is Mr. Shakefpeare’s Banian, called on
me to let me know that Gocul’s firft wife
Tarrynell was refolved to burn.  We ac-
cordingly went together, and reached Col-
lyghaut in time, where Gocul lay on a pile
of Sandal wood and dry ftraw, about four
feet from the ground, on the banks of the
creek, almoftnaked. His wife, we were to] d,
was praying on the edge of the creek,
where we were informed her children (two
boys and one girl) one of the boys feven
years, the other five, and the girl ‘thirteen
months old, were prefent with her and Kif. -
tenchurn, Gocul’s eldeft brother : that at

/| firft fight of her children, the ftrong ties

of human nature ftruggling with her refo-
lution, drew a tear from her ; but fhe foon
recovered herfelf, and told her children
their father was™ dead, and fhe was going
to die with him ; that they muft look up to
their uncle, pointing to Kiftenchurn, who,
with his fon Joynerain beforementioned,
would be both father and mother to them H
and that they muft therefore obey them in
the fame manner as they would Gocul and
herfelf if living. Then’turning to Kiffen-
churn, fhe enjoined him, and recommend-
ed him to enjoin Joynerain (who was then
at Dacca) to be fathers and proteétors to
her children, and committed them to their
care.

This done, fhe left her children, and ad-
vanced towards the funeral pile, which
was furrounded by a vaft concourfe of peo-
ple, chiefly Bramins, about eight or ten
feet from it, fo that there was 2 free pai-
fage round the pile. Mr. Shakefpeare and
I were in the front of the circle, and
had a perfe& view of the following fcene.

As foon as the appeared in the circle, I
thought fhe was fomewhat confufed ; but
whether from the fight of her hufband laying
dead on the pile, or the great crowd of peo-
pleaffembled, or at feeing Europeans among
them, for there were two befides Mr.,
Shakefpeare and myfelf, I cannot tell:
however, the recovered herfelf almoft in-
ftantancoufly. She then walked unattende
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ed gently round the pile in filence, ftrew-
ing flowers as fhe went round; and when
; compleated the third time,

at Gocu et fhe got upon the pile with-
out affiftance, {trewed flowers over it, and
then elf down on the left fide of
her 1z his head and putting
her m under his neck ; and turn-

r body to his, threw her left arm

over him; and one of the Bramins raifed
his right leg, and put it over her legs with-
ou llable beinguttered, They
b lofcly embraced, a blue fhawl

them, and they were not feen
is by any body. Some dry ftraw

over the thawl, and then fome
cts of Sandal wood were put on
aw ; but altogether not fufficient to
prevent her raifing herfelf up, throwing all
o, and entirely extricating herfelf from
the pile, if the had repented, or from feel-
ing the heat of the fire or fmoak fhe had
been inclined to fave her life: the dry ftraw
which compofed a part of the pile was then
lighted. During all which time, that is,
from the moment Gocul’s wife made her
appearance in the circle, to lighting the
pile, there was a profound filence.  But on
the pile being lighted, the Bramins called
out aloud, fome dancing and brandifhing
cudgels or fticks, which I took to be pray-
ing and a part of the ceremony ; perhaps
to prevent her- cries being heard by the
multitude, fo as to give them a bad im-
preflion of it, or deter other women from
following what the Hindoos term a laud-
able example. But I was fo near the pile,
that notwithftanding the noife made by the
Bramins, and thofe who danced round it,
I fhould have heard any cries or lamenta-

_tions fhe might have made: I am convinc-

ed the made none, and that the fmoak muft
have fuffocated her in a very fhort fpace of
time. I ftaid about ten minutes after the
pile was lighted, for fuch a fight was too
dreadful to remain long at; befides, no-
thing more was to be feen except the
flames, which Mr. Shakefpeare and I had
a perfet view of at a diftance, as we re-
turned from the funeral pile.

Gocul’s wife was a tall; well-made,
good-looking woman, fairer than the ge-
nerality of Hindoo women are, about
twenty-two years of age at moft: fhe
was decently drefled in'a white cloth round
her waift, and an Oorney of white cloth
with a red filk border thrown loofely over
her head and fhoulders ; but her face; arms,
and feet were bare. 1 have heard and in-
deed fuppofed that women in that fituation
intoxicate themfelves with bang or toddy ;
but from the relation given me of what
pafled between Gocul’s wife, her children.
and brother-in-law, as well as what Mr.
Shakefpeare and I faw at the funeral pile, 1
am perfuaded fhe was as free from intoxi-
cation during the whole ceremony as it is
poflible ; for fhe appeared to be perfedly

Rz T RAC R

compofed, not in the leaft flurried, ex-
cept at firft for an inftant of time, as before
obferved; but went through it deliberately,
with aftonithing fortitude and refolution.

This barbarous cuftom, fo thocking to
Europeans, if I miftake not, was pradtifed
by our anceftors in Britain in the times of
the Druids; but whether our country-
women in thofe days, who did not facrifice
themfelves, were treated with the fame
contempt after the death of their hufbands,
as the Hindoo women are, I know not;
for by the religion of the Hindoos they
never can marry again, or have commerce
with another man, without prejudice to
their cafts, which to them is as dear as life
itfelf; but generally are reduced to perform
the moft menial offices in the family of
which they were before the miftrefs,

This reflection, together with the great
credit they gain amongft the Bramins in
undergoing fo painful and horrid a religi-
ous ceremony, may be very ftrong induce-
ments to their continuing this practice.

The Moorifh government in thefe pro-
vinces have frequently prevented fuch fa-
crifices, which I have heard is very eafily
done; for that any perfon not a Hindoo,
oreven an Hindoo of an inferior caft to the
victim, barely touching the woman during
the ceremony, will have that effe&. Job
Channock, who obtained the firft Phirmaund
from the king at Delhi forthe Englith Com -
pany, 1 am told, and I dare fay you have
heard it too, faved a woman from burningby
touching her whilft the was going through
the ceremony, and was afterwards married
to her. Mr. Verelft was the means of
faving the life of Gocul’s mother, who in-
tended to burn herfelf with her hufband,
and fhe is now living; but Gocul’s wife
wasifo refolute, the declared laft Wednef-
day morning, that if the was not allowed
to burn with her hufband, fhe would find
means toput an end to her life in the courfe
of that or the next day. As a proof of her
compofure, and being in her perfe& fenfes,
immediately on receiving news of Gocul’s
death the refolved to facrifice herfelf, and
took an inventory of all the jewels and
effeéts which the was in poffeflion of.

I have now given youa full and circum-
ftantial relation of the whole matter refpec-
ting Gocul Gofaul’s wife facrificing her-
felf on the funeral pile of her hufband.

Such parts of it as were told me, of what |

was done out of my fight, I have no rea-
fon to doubt ; and what I have written, as
feen by myfelf, you may depend on as li-
terally true; which Mr. Shakefpeare will
confirm in every part. But I omitted to
obferve, that though the Bramins fhed
tears when praying by Gocul the night pre-
vious to his death, there did not appear the
leaft concern in any of them during the
ceremony at the funeral pile; not even in
Kiftenchurn, the elder brother of Gocul,
or any of his dependantss
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I am told that Gocul’s other wife,
named Rajeferry, would alfo have facrificed
herfelf, at the fame time, if fhe was not
with child : and that if fhe has preferved a
lock of his hair, it is confiftent with the
Hindoo laws or cuftoms for her to go
through the fame ceremony by burning
herfelf with that lock of hair, on another
pile, whenever fhe thinks proper. Gocul
had four children by this laft-mentioned
wife, one girl ten years, one girl fix years;
one boy feven years, and another boy five
years of age.

I am, dear Sir, your moft
obedient humble fervant,

JOSEPH CATOR,

The SOCIAL FIRE.
WHEN beating rains and pinching

winds
At night attack the lab’ring hinds,
And force them to retire—
How fweet they pafs their time away,
In fober talk or ruftic play,
Befide the Social Fire.

Then many a plaintive tale is told

Of thofe who ling’ring in the cold,
With cries and groans expire.

The mournful ftory ftrikes the ear,

They heave the figh, they drop the tear,
And blefs their Social Fire..

The legendary tale comes next,

‘With many an artful phrafe perplext
‘That well the tongue might tire ;

The windows fhake, the drawers crack,

Each thinks the ghoft behind his back,
And hitches to the fire.

Or now perhaps fome homely fwain,
Who fann’d the lover’s flame in vain,
And glow’d with warm defire,
Relates each ftratagem he play’d
T'o win the coy difdainful maid,
And eyes the Social Fire.

To thefe fucceed the jocund fong,

From lungs lefs mufical than ftrong,
And all to mirth afpire ;

The humble roof returns the found,

The focial Can moves brifkly round,
And brighter burns the fire.

Oh'! grant, kind Heav’n, a ftate like this,
Where fimple ignorance is blifs,
>Tis all that I require ;
Then, then—to fhare the joys of life,
I’d feek a kind indulgent wife;
And blefs my Social Fire.
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Y two black eyes my heart was won,
Sure never wretch was more undone.
To C=zlia with my {uit I came,
But fhe, regardlefs of her prize,
Thought proper to reward my flame
By two black eyes!
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Extrad of a Letier from a Gentleman
in Suffolk, on 1he comparative Uti-
Yy of Oxex and Horsts in Huf-
bandry.

BOUT five years ago, I took fome
A land into my occupation, and hav-
ing found the expence of horfes very great,
I determined, fomewhat more than two
years ago, to make trial of oxen, and
bought one pair. At that time, I am al-
moft certain, there was not an ox worked
in this county; on which account my
workmen added much to the trouble of
breaking them, by their obftinate preju-
dices againft the ufe of them,

At laft I was fortunate enough to feled
2 labourer, who, though totally unufed to
them, was willing to take proper pains to
break them. By his good treatment and
temper, they foon became tradtable, and
as handy both at ploughing and carting as
any horfes. :

Being_ well fatisfied with their perfor-
mance, Irefolved to difpofe of all my draft
horfes, and fubftitute oxen in their ftead.

have now compleatedumy plan, and have
not a fingle cart-horfe ; but the work of
my farm (which confifts of upwards of
one hundred acres of arable land, and fixty
of pafture and wood) is performed with
eafe by fix oxen ; together with my ftatute-
duty on the highways; timber and corn,
carting, harrowing, relling, and €Very part
of rural bufinefs. They are thoed con.
ftantly: their harnefs is exally the fame
as that of horfes, (excepting the neceflary
alterations for difference of fize and thape)
they are drove with bridles, and bits in
their mouths, and anfwer to the fame words
of the ploughman or carter as horfes, and
as readily. A fingle man holds the plough,
and drives a pair of oxen with reins; . they
will regularly plough an acre of land every
day, and in’lefs than eight hours time ; [
believe they will do it in feven, but I
would not aflert more than I know they
perform,

I have a fmall plantation, in which
the trees are planted in rows ten fect
afunder; the intervals are ploughed by a
fingle ox with a light plough, and he is
drove by the man who holds it. I men.
tion this as an inflance of their great
docility.

My oxen go in a cart fingle, or one,
two, three, or more, in proportion to the
load. Four oxen will draw cighty bufhels
of barley, or oats, in a waggon, with eafe ;
and if they are good in their kind, will
travel as faft as horfes with

I frequently fend out eighty bufhels of
oats with only three oxen; and one ox

with forty buthels in a light cart, which I

think of all others the beft method of car..

riage. My werkmen are now perfedtly

the fame load.

Freconciled to the ufe of oxen; and the
following reafons determine me to prefer
them greatly to horfes :~—

Firit; They are kept at much lefs ex-
pence. Mine never eat corn or meal of
any fort. During the winter,  they are
kept in good order for work upon ftraw,
with turnips, carrots, or cabbages; for
want of either of the three latter, 1 allow
one peck of bran a day to each ox, whilft
in conftant work., When my ftraw is fi-
nithed, and the fpring advances, they eat
hay ; and if they work harder than com-
mon in the feed time, they have bran be-
fide. When the vetches are fit to mow
and give them in the ftable, they have no-
thing elfe. After the day’s work in the
fummer they have a fmall bundle of hay
to eat, and ftand in the ftable tll they are
cool, and then turned into the pafture.

I am of opinion, that the annual diffe-
rence of expence in keeping a horfe and
an ox, each in condition for the fame con-
ftant work, is at leaft four pounds.

Secondly; The value of 2 horfe declines
every year after he is feven years old; and
is {carcely any thing if he is blind, in-
curably lame, or very old: But if an ox
is in any of thofe fituations, he may be
fatted, and fold for much more than the

after work than before.

Thirdly ; They are not fo liable to illnefs
as horfes. I have never had one indifpofed.

Fourthly ; Horfes (efpecially thofe be-
longing to gentlemen) are frequently rode

y fervants without their mafter’s know-
ledge, and often injured by it, Oxen are
in no danger of this kind.

Fifthly ; A general ufe of oxen would
make beef, and confequently all other meat,
more plentiful ; which I think would be a
national benefit,

‘That it may not be thought, thata pair
of oxen will plough an acre of land in 2
day only upon a very light foil ; I muft
add, that the greater part of my arable
land is too heavy to grow turnips to ad-
vantage, When my lighter lands are in
fine tilth, I make ufe of a double plough :
a fingle man holds it, and drives one pair
of oxen, and will plough two acres a day.

I am well aware, that the method of
working oxen with a yoke fpares a confi-
derable expence in the article of harnefs 5
but they move fo much more freely with
collars, and can be ufed with fo much
more advantage fingly by the latter me-
thod, that I think it far preferable.

After experience has inclined me to give
the preference to oxen, I will not omit in
my account the only material inconve-
nience I have found in working them
which is, they are troublefome in thoeing,
at leaft I have found them fo in this coun.
try; and, I believe, chiefly becaufe my

fmith never fhoed any before. 1 have

firft purchafe; and will always fat fooner

them confined in a pound whillt they arc |
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fhoed, and 2 man attends the finith, How.
ever, I think this difadvantage amply re-
compenfed by more material advantages ;
and can with great truth affirm, that the
longer I have worked oxen, the better
I have been fatisfied with them.

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING.

M ULTUM agentes nihil agends, hath
ufually been faid of thofe officious;
bufy, fluttering things, who are always in
a hurry, yet doing nothing: but it may
jultly be faid of man in general. Upon
what poor uninterefting objects is he per=-
petually employed, and with what impor-
tance and moft ferious concern! “ Is that -
“ the point,” faid the philofopher, looking
contemptuoufly down upon the earth,
¢ is that the point, which fo many nations
¢ are partitioning with fire and fword :”’
When Alcibiades was pluming himfelf
upon his numerous farms and pofleflions,
Socrates drily afked to fee them upon a
map of the earth, which was hanging be-
fore them: not unlike a Grand Seignior,
who, enquiring where England was, which
made fo much diffurbance, was defired to
remove his thumb, which hid it upon the
map. In fhort, life, as inftituted and con-
dutted by mankind in general, is all va-
nity, folly, and madnefs ; our fpeculations
nothing but a Comedy of Errors, our alions
Much ado about Nathing. 55

A MUSICAL ANECDOTE.,

R. Fifcher, the celebrated performer
M on the oboe, who is no lefs remark-
able for the irritability of his nerves, than
for his fkill as a mufician, was lately at
Windfor, to affift at a concert given by
their Majeflies to a felect party of the No-.
bility. He was ‘defired to play one of
his concertos, which he did with great ap-
probation; but juft as he was about to
conclude one of his moft elaborate caden-
ces, the youngeft Prince,” Adolphus, who
had found means to conceal himfelf below
the mufic-deik, with great dexterity, whipt
the oboe out of his hands, and left the afto-
nithed mufician in the attitude of playing,
without an inftrument. The figure of

1 Fifcher was fo extremely ludicrous, and

his expreflion of furprife fo ftriking, that
the whole company burft into a loud laugh,
and the Royal Pair could not refrain from
joining heartily in the chorus. It was
fome time before they were grave enough
to order the Prince to be difgraced for the
evening, and poor Fifcher was {fo much
difconcerted, that after recovering his haut-
boy, heretreated with great precipitation,
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LAW axp EQUITY.

USTICE, “ the miftrefs and queen of
all the virtues,” the bafis of all focial
virtue as well as happinefs, the very corner-
ftone on which fociety is built—this very
juftice, if exercifed too rigoroufly, would
often be found, amidft the combinations
and entanglements of human affairs, even
to border upon injuftice; infomuch that
the civilians have eftablithed it into a
maxim, that  extreme juftice is extreme
< injuftice,” — fummum jus fumma injuria.
It thould feem, therefore, that the ma-
giftrate, to whom the execution of juftice
is committed, muft not only do ju/ly, but
(in the language of the Prophet) allo /ove
mercy. 1 do not mean, that he fhould
ever a&t otherwife than the laws dire&, or
at any time difpenfe with the right execu-
tion of them; but only, that he be go-
verned therein, as often as he can, by the
Jpirit rather than the letser of them. ~ For
in the law, as well as in the gofpel, the
letter frequently killeth ; as when any fta-
tute, from a new and different fituation of
things and perfons, gradually brought on
by courfe of time and change of manners,
enforceth proceedings different from, or,
it may be, contrary to, the true original in-
tent and meaning of it. The office, there-
fore, of a magiftrate,—a~ Juftice of Peace
for inftance, fhould be in part a kind of 2
petty chancery ; a court of equity, as well
as.a court of juftice: where a man, al-
though purfued by /aw, may vet be re-
drefled by reafon, {o often as’ the cafe will
admit of it; and that will be as often as
the fpirit of any law or ftatute fhall be
“aund to clath with its lezzer.

Mean while, it muft be carefully noted,
that the magiftrate has no power to decide
according to equity, when it is oppofed
to written and pofitive law, or ftands in
contradiction to it : no, not even the Judge,
much lefs the Juftice. It is a maxim,
ubi lex mon diffinguit, nec nos diftinguere
debemus 5 and again, judicandum ex legibus,
non de legibus : and an ancient prenounced
it very dangerous for a Judge #o_feem more
humane than the law. "The danger con-
fifts in its opening a latitude of interpre-
tation, and thereby giving room to {ub-
tlety and chicanery, which, by gradually
weakening, would in time deftroy the au-
thority and tenor of law: for, * though
€ all general laws are attended with in-
 conveniencies, when applied to parti-
“ cular cafes; yet thefe inconveniencies
 are juftly fuppofed to be fewer, than
 what would refult from full difcretio-
“ nary powers in every magiftrate.”
Hume.—So that the difpenfation of equity
feems referved, and with good reafon,  not
to the Judge who is tied down by his
rules, but to the law-giver or fupreme
legiflator : according to that well-known
maxim, ¢jus ¢/t interpretari cujus eff condere.
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It is not meant, therefore, as is faid:

before, that the magiftrate fhould ever dif-
penfe with law, or a& againt it ; but only,
that he fhould, as far as he can, temper
it with lenity and forbearance, when the
Jetter is found to run counter to the fpir:z.
For inftance ; our ancient Saxon laws no-
minally punifthed theft with death, when
the thing ftolen exceeded the value of
twelve pence: yet the criminal was per-
mitted to redeem his life with moncy.
But, by g Hen. I. in 110, this power of re-
demption was taken away : the law conti-
nues in force to this very day; and death
is the punithment of 2 man who fteals
above twelve-pennyworth of goods, al-
though the value of twelve pence nowis near
forty times lefs than when the law was
made. Here the fpirit is abfolutely out-
raged by the /letter: and therefore might
not a_Juftice, when a delinquent of this
fort is brought, endeavour to foften the
rigour of this law ; or rather to evade it,
by depreciating the value of the thing
ftolen, by fuffering the matter to be com.
promifed between the parties, and, where
the character of the offender will admit of
it, inftead of purfuing the feverities of
Juflice, by tempering the whole procedure
with mercy ~This, and fuch like modes
of alting, may be faid indeed to be ftrain-
ing points; but, unlefs fuch points be
ftrained occafionally, magiftrates muft of-
ten act, not only againft the fpiriz of the
laws, but againft the diates of reafon,
and the feelings of their own hearts.—
Sir Henry Spelman took occafion, from
this law, to complain, that - while every
¢ thing elfe was rifen in its value, and
“ become dearer, the life of man had con-
 tinually grown cheaper.”

Fortefcue has a remarkable paffage con-
cerning this law. ¢ The civil law,” fays
he, © where a theft is manifeft, adjudged
¢ the criminal to reftore fourfold ; for a
¢ theft not fo manifeft, twofold: but the
“laws of England, in either cafe, punith
¢ the party with death, provided the thing
« ftolen exceeds the value of twelve pence.”?
But, is not this comparifon between Civi/
and Englifh law aftonithingly made by a
man, who was writing an apology for the
latter againft the former? What?—is it
nothing to fettle a proportion between
crimes and punithmeats ? and fhall one man,
who fteals an utenfil worth thirteen pence,
be deemed an equal offender againft fociety,
and fuffer the fame punifhment, with ano-
ther, who plunders a houfe, and murders
all the family.

APANEGYRIC vron IMPUDENCE,

——— He that has but impudences.
To all things has a fair pretence..

A XRATORS and men of wit have |

frequently amufed themfelves with

- maintaining paradoxes.. Thus, Erafmus

‘may juftly be called impudence.

has written a panegyric upon Jolly: Mon~
taigne has faid fine things upon 1gnorance,
which he fomewhere calls “ the fofteft
¢ pillow 2 man can lay his head upon:>’
and Cardan, in his Encomium Neronis, has,
I fuppofe, defended every vice and every
folly. It is aftonithing to me, that no one
has yet done juftice to smpudence; which
has fo many advantages, and for which fo
much may be faid. Did it never ftrike
you, what fimple, naked, uncompounded
tmpudence will do? what frange and afto-

‘nithing effeéts it will produce ? Aye, and

without birth, without property, without
principle, without even artifice and addrefs,
without indeed any fingle quality, but the
s froutis triplex, * the front of threefold
¢ brafs.”—Obje&t not folly, vice, or vil-
lainy however black : thefe are puny things:
from a vifage truly bronzed and feared,
from features mufcularly fixed and harden-
ed, iffues forth a broad overpowering glare,
by which all thefe are as totally hid, as the
fpots of the fun by the luftre of his beams.
Were this not fo, how is it, that mpu-
dence fhall make impreffions to advantage 3
thall procure admiflion to the higheft per~
fonages, and no queflions affed; thall fuf-
fice (in fhort) to make a man’s fortune,
where no modeft merit could even render
itfelf vifible ? I afk no more to infure fuc-
cefs, than that there be but enough of it r
without fuccefs 2 man is ruined and undoney
there being no mean.  Should one ravage
half the globe, and deftroy a million of
his_fellow-creatures, yet, if at length he
arrive at empire, as Caefar did, he fhall be
admired while living as an hero, and ador
ed perhaps as a god when dead : though,,
were the very fame perfon, like Cataline,,
to fail in the attempt, he would be hanged
as a little fcoundrel robber, and his name:
devoted to infamy or oblivion.*

Pray, what do you think the elder Pliny
fuggelts, when he affirms it to be  the
¢ prerogative of the Art of Healing, that
¢ any man, who profefles himfelf a phy-
¢ fician, is inftantly received as fuch:”
He certainly fuggefts, that fuch fort of
profeflors in his days, like the itinerant
and advertifing do&ors of ours, had a more
than ordinary portion of that bold, felf--
important, and confident look and man-
ner, which, with a very little heightening,
And
what but this could enable a little paltry-
phyfician, of no name or charafer, to gain
{o mighty an afcendency over fuch a fpirit,
as that of Lewis XI. of France? Read.

# Father Mafcaron obferved from the
pulpit, ¢ that the hero was a robber, who:
¢ did at the head of an army, what a high-

-¢¢ wayman did alone.”

¢ 1 am a pirate,” faid one of that order to
Alexander the great, ¢ becaufe I have only a
¢ fingle veffel : had I great flect, Lfhould be:
¢ a congqueror.” ;
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....... Philip de Commines; and
me me, if you can, for thinking
of this accomplifhment.—True

t Lewis was afraid of death even
to horror, and fo as not to bear the found
of the word; and I grant, that on this
fame fear the empire of phyfic, as well as
the empire of divinity, is chiefly founded :
but I infiff; that neither the one nor the
other will ever be raifed effectually, with-
out the aid and co-operation of this great
and fovereign quality, :

Pope Gregory VII. who governed the
church from 1073 to 1085, is celebrated
for having carried eccleﬁafiical dominion
to the height: for he was the firft who
maintained and eftablifhed, that popes, by
excommunication, may depofe kings from
their ftates, and loofe fubje&s from their
allegiance. And how did he effe this?
Not by genius or eloquence; not by a
knowledge of canon law, and the confti-
tutions of the holy fee; no, nor by the
arts of policy and grimaces of his religion
{with all which he was amply endowed)
but by a moft infolent, daring, ufurping
fpirit.  He feized the papal chair by force,
as it were; threw the church into confu-
fion to gratify his ambition; made kings
his flaves; and bifhops his creatures; and
eftablifhed in his own perfon a tyranny
over things both fpiritual and temporal.—
But my admiration of impudence tranf-
ports me too far: I will fay no wmvore
upon it. z

A MAN or HONOUR,
ONS. VOLTAIRE, obferving up-

on certain dramatis perfonz in Con-
greve’s Plays, fays, that © their language
 is every where that of men of honour; but
¢ their actions are thofe of knaves : a proof,
¢ that he was perfe@ly well acquainted
¢ with haman nature, and frequented what
¢ we call polite company.” So that the ar=
ranteft {coundrel, the blackeft and moft de-

teftable villain, by frequenting polite com- |

pany, and pretending to an higher and
more refined integrity, may be denomi-

nated a man of honour. What a perverfe -

and ridiculous ufe of words, which convey
an idea juft the contrary to what they
exprefs |—< We know very well,” fays
Bruyere, ¢ that an honeft man is a man
 of honour; but it is pleafant to con-
€ ceive, that every man of honour is not
“ an honeft man.” Pleafant indeed ; but
this is not the worft : fociety fuffers from
this abufe of terms. “ By feparating the
“ man of honour from the man of virtue,”
{fays Hume,  the greateft profligates have
¢ got fomething to value themfelves upon;

* and have been able to keep themfelves

£«<

“ moft fthameful and dangerous vices.
® They are debauchees, fpendthrifts, and

in countenance, though guilty of the.

“ never pay a farthing they owe : but they
 are men of honour, and therefore to be
“ received as gentlemen in all companies.”
Ita noflri mores coecgerunt,

A DECISION by the KING of PRUSSIA,

TH E Amfterdam Gazette, of 13
Feb. 1784, records the tollowing
decifion by the King of Pruffia. A fol-
dier of Silefia, being convicted of flealing
certain offerings to the Virgin Mary, was

-doomed to death as a facrilegious robber.

But he denied the commiffion of any theft;
faying, that thé Virgin, from pity to his
poverty, had prefented him with the offer-
ings. ‘The affair was brought before the
King, who afked the Popith divines, whe-
ther, according to their religion, the mira-
cle was impoffible? who replied, that the
cafe was extraordinary, but not impoffible.
Then faid the King, the “ culprit cannot
 be put to death, becaufe he denies the
¢ theft, and becaufe the divines of his re-
“ ligion allow the prefent not to be impof-
¢ fible ; but we ftrictly forbid him, under
“ pain of death, not to receive a%rqﬁ‘nt
 henceforward from the Virgin Mary, or
“ any Saint whatever.”—This, 1 take i,
was anfwering fools according to their folly,
and is an inftance of wifdom as well as wit.

GOOD-NATURED CREDULITY.

CHALDEAN peafant was conduct-

ing a goat to the city of Bagdat.
He was mounted on an afs; and the goat
followed him, with 4 bell fufpended from
his neck. “ I fhall fell thefe animals,”
faid he to himfelf, * for thirty pieces of
¢ filver ; and with this money I can pur-
chafe a new turban, and a rich veftment
¢ of taffety, which I will tic with a fath
of purple filk. The young damfels will
then {mile more favourably upon me;
“and I fhall be the fineft man at the
‘¢ Mofque.” Whilft the peafant was thus
anticipating, in idea, his future enjoy-
ments, three artful rogues concerted a
ftratagem to plunder him of his prefent
treafures.  As he moved flowly along, one
of them flipped off the bell from the neck
of the goat; and faftening it, without be-
ing perceived, to the tail of the afs, car-
ried away his booty. The man, riding
upon the afs and hearing the found of the
bell, continued to mufe, without the leaft
{ufpicion of the lofs which he had fuftain-
ed. Happening; however, a fhort while
afterwards, to turn about his head, he dif-
covered, with grief and aftonifhment, that
the animal was gone, which conftituted
fo confiderable a part of his riches: And
he enquired, with the utmoft anxiety,
after his goat, of every traveller whom
he met, ’
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The fecond rogue now aceofted him,
and faid, “I have juft feen, in yonder fields,
“a man in great hafte, dragging along
“ with him a goat,” The peafant dif-
mounted with precipitation, and requefted
the obliging ftranger to hold his afs, that
he might lofe no time in overtaking the
thief. He inftantly began the purfuit;
and having traverfed, in vain, the courfe |
that was pointed out to him, he came
back fatigued and breathlefs to the place
from whence he fet out; where he neither
found his afs, nor the deceitful informer,
to whofe care he had entrufted him. As
he walked penfively onwards, overwhelm-
ed with fhame, vexation, and difappoint-
ment, his attention was roufed by the
loud complaints and lamentations of a poor
man, who fat by the fide of a well. He
turned out of the way, to {fympathize with
a brother in affli®ion ; recounted his own
misfortunes; and inquired the caufe of
that violent forrow, which feemed to op-
prefs him. Alas! faid the poor man, in
the moft piteous tone of voice, as I was
refting here to drink, I dropped into the
water a cafket full of diamonds, which I
was employed to carry to the Caliph at
Bagdat ; and I fhall be put to death, on
the fufpicion of having fecreted fo valuable
a treafure; Why do not you jump into
the well in fearch of the cafket, cried the
peafant, aftonifhed at the ftupidity of his
new acquaintance? Becaufe it is deep,
replied the man, and I can neither dive
nor fwim. But will you undertake this
kind office for me, and I will reward you
with thirty pleces of filver? The peafant
accepted the offer with exultation: and,
whillt he was putting off his caffock, veft,
and flippers, poured out his foul in thank{~
givings to the holy prophet, for this pro-
vidential fuccour. But the moment he
plunged into the water, in fearch of the pre-
tended cafket, the man (who was one of the
three rogues that had concerted the plan of
robbing him) feized upon his garments, and
bore them off in fecurity to his comrades.

"Thus through inattention, fimplicity, and
credulity; was the unfortunate Chaldean
duped of all his little pofleffions ; and he
haftened back to his cottage, with no other
covering for his nakednefs, than a tattered
gatment which he borrowed on the road,

I AME@=USRE L] NENER B
By the late Sir JOEN MOORE; Bast,

A~
IF in that brealt, fo good, fo pure,
Compaflion ever lov’d to dwell,
Pity the forrows I endure,
The catfe—] muft not—date not tell,

The grief that on my quiet preys—

That rends my heart, that checks my tongue,
I fear will laft me all my days,

But feel it will not laft me long.
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On the Power and ViEws of
Bl A C L

HE rivalry which {ubfifts between
Britain and France feems not like-
Iy to terminate; except in the ruin or de-:
gradation of one of thefe kingdoms. From
the iffue. of the laft difgraceful war, and
from a variety of circumftances, which
thall be laid before the public in this {pecu-
lation, the f{cale of the latter {feems to pre-
ponderate in a degree truly alarming to
every Briton. Poflefled of this advantage,
and fully fenfible of the pofleflion, our rival
kingdom is ardent and indefatigable in im-
proving it to the utmoft. Every nerve is
exerted ; public alliances are contracted,
and fecret negociations every where in agi-
tation ; while at the fame time, like the mid-
might incendiary, fbe filently feeds the flame
of difcord fbe has contributed to raife.

To the thinking mind it muft appear
aftonithing, that the increafing power of
France, and her improvement in political
{agacity, are either unknown, or unattend-
ed to by a people hitherto famous for good
fenfe, and to many of whom the following
circumftances can be no fecret.

When Lewis the XIV. aflumed the
reins of government, he found himfelf at
the head of a grea¢ kingdom, which Car-
dinal Richelieu may be faid to have fub-
dued and new modelled. The feudal in-
fluence, and confequence of the great lords,
were at an end ; and the former rivals of
Majefty had become the humble fatellites
of the throne. The Huguenots were no
longer formidable. He felt himfelf abfo-
lute, the uncontrolled difpofer of the rights
and privileges, the lives and fortunes of his
Aubje&ts. 1n fuch a fituation, and confider-
ing the chara&er of the monarch, it is not
furprifing that views of conqueft fhould oc-
cupy his mind. During the courfe of a
long reign, immenfe fums and the blood
of millions were facrificed to the darling
obje& of his ambition. But, ardent, im-
petuous, and overbeating, while he believed
himfelf able to cope with the united arms
of Europe, he paid little attention to the
concealment of his defigns. Jealoufy and
alarm were thercfore generally diffufed,
which produced confederacies that put a
{top to the career of his victories. Though,
in the end, he in part fucceeded, yet what
he acquired was hardly an equivalent for
the blood and treafure expended in the ac-
quifition, and he died a prey to gloom and
difcontent in the arms of Maintenon and
bigotry.

It was in this reign that Colbert gave ex-
iftence to commerce and a French marine,
and though they have both {uffered exceed-
ingly in fubfequent wars, yet their general
progrefs, and aftonifhing increafe, are fo
feverely felt by this kingdom, that they
cannot now be called in queftion.

No. [IL.—Vor. L.
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The flight fketch of this part of thehif-
tory of France, as conneéted with Britain,
is drawn merely to elucidate what follows :
to imprefs on the public a truth which ap-
pears not at all attended to, and upon
which hangs the profperity, perhaps the
exiftence of Britain, as an independent
nation. 3

Something that appears like greatnefs in |

the charalter of Lewis XIV. the lucky
aflemblage of wife ftatefmen and able gene-
rals; who united their efforts in giving re-
fpedlability and eclat, if not conftant fuc-
cefs to his ambitious fchemes ; the buftle
and a&ivity of his reign; the ufeful efta-
blithments that were formed ; the magnifi-
cent works that were executed; the num-
ber of men of {cience and of genius, which
appeared at that period; all contribute to
dazzle the mind, and perfuade us that
France had then reached the fummit of
power and glory. But the falt is, that fhe
has now more real ftrength and power
than when under the dominion of that mo-
narch.

On this important and alarmin
we wifh to fix the attention o
Briton.

The enumeration of every circumftance
which has contributed to give ‘additional
force to the kingdom of France, fince the
period alluded to, would far exceed the
bounds allotted for this {peculation. A few
of the caufes thall be produced. Thefe,
with their obvious effelts, will be fufficient
to convince the moft incredulous, and roufe
the moft lethargic reader.

I. The commerce of our rival nation has
been gradually extending fince the epoch
referred to, and has brought along with
it an influx of wealth. From this a dou-
ble advantage is derived : riches, which, in
this age, are more than ever the {inews of
war, are not wanting to the views of am-
bition, and the number of expert failors is
every day increafed. From this fource
{prings another advantage, which France
did not formerly poflefs. The lower and
middle ranks of life have emerged into con-
fequence, and are no lenger confidered by
the nobility and the monarch as objeéts of
contempt, as beings of an inferior {pecies.
Their rights and privileges are attended to;
they do not now look upon themfelves as
flaves in a land which they inhabit through
neceflity and with regret; but as members
of a commuunity, of which they form a re-
{pe&able part, and to which they are at-
tached from intereft, from patriotilm, from
ever thing that can ipfluence the reafon or
paffions of men. In their former abject
condition, they may be confidered as an
inert mafs, incapable of exertion; or, if at
any time fcourged by the rod of power,
they were compcelled to aflume the appear-
ance of a&ivity, and fecond the views of
the defpot, fill their aid was feeble and re-
luétant. - But now, OL&E rival kingdom has,

X
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by this important revolution, made the in-
valuable acquifition of millions of patriots-
who confider her intereft as their own, and
who will facrifice every thing in the defence
of that parent ftate, in whofe bofom they
are proteCted and cherithed. This may
be termed a ¢reation of ftrength, of a kind
the moft ftable and permanent.

II. Aided by an extended commerce,
France has formed a marine, which muft
firike this nation at once with aftonithment:
and regret. Nor will our regret be leflon-

-ed, when we fee her purfuing this object

with the wifeft and moft indefatigable ex-
ertion. Qur rulers know, or ought -te
know, that to rival us on the ocean 1s now
the great aim of the French government ;
that, in refpe& of this, every other purfuit
is only fecondary; and that a kingdom
rich, populous, united, and jealous of oux
naval glory, muft fucceed in the fatal de-
fign, if not counteracted by a fpirit and
wildom to which the prefent cabinet feem
utter {trangers.

III. The manufaclures of France keep
pace with her commerce. The time was;
when the endeavour to rival us in tie
woollen manufa@ure was treated with ri-
dicule and contempt. The total lofs of
the Levant trade, is 2 melancholy and con~
vincing proof of our miftake ; or, if a far-
ther proof is wanting; it is beyond a doubt,
that broad cloth of the fineft quality, equal
in every refpect to ours, and fold at as low
a price, is now produced in ¥rance, with
this peculiar advantage, that it is not fo
flight as Englith cloth, and therefore pre~
ferred in the northern markets. We at
prefent treat the attempts at competition in
the fabrication of hardware with equal ridi~
cule ; and it muft be acknowledged, that in
this the French have not hitherto fucceed-
ed: thefpecimensthey have produced are, in
every refped, inferior tocur Birminghamand
Sheffield ware. But their perfeverence in
the attempt, the eagernefs with which they
purfue it, the progrefs they have already
made, the encouragement of every kind
which is beftowed by government on the
undertaking, fhould all teach us to mix
trembling with our mirth. Their fuccefs
in the woollen trade was, at the commence-
ment, infinitely more unpromifing. The
paft fhould inftruét us as to the probabili-
ties of the future. In every thing France
is- anxious to rival us, and in every thing
will the probably fucceed, unlefs a ray from
above illuminate our minifters as it did the
apoftles of old: but, as this is not likely to
happen, we muft truft-to the fpirit and'in~
dignation of an injured people, which, we
hope, will foon banifh ignorance and imbe-
cilityfrom the councils of the throne.

We muft not endeavour to reft fatisfied
with the confolation that an abfolute mo-
narchy, where trade is loocked upon with
contempt, can never rival a free ftate in
commerce axd manufaétures. This argu-
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ment, when applied to France, is exceed-
ingly fallacious. There has been (as we
have already obferved) a filent and gradual
Progrefs in the flate of that kingdom, of
waich this nation is not aware. The Jif.
fafion of fcience and philofophy has helped
@ eradicate the falfe and narrow ideas which
formerly prevailed there on that and many
otaer fubjells; and our writers upon go-
Yerament, and the rights of mankind, are

erhaps no where more admired than in
& rance. The confequence of this is, that,
though the outward form of government
remains, its temper and character are
changed. A defpotic monarch, an info-
lent nobility, and a brutal foldiery, no lon-
ger rule without controul, over an oppref-
fed and unhappy nation: of the laws,
which always exifted, there is in general
2n equal and impartial execution : the peo-
ple atlarge have arrived at political confe-
guence, and feel their weight in the fcale,
T'he body of the nation have become fenfi-
ble that they have rights which ought to be
maintained ; while the king and his minif-
ters are convinced, that on the maintajn-
ing them depend the happinefs and profpe-

ity of the whole. Inftead, therefore, of
ceceiving ourfelves with a falfe ftate of
things, we fhould reflet, that a nation
poffefled of the advantages juft mentioned,
will probably fucceed in every {cheme,
whether of 2 polifical or commercial na-
ture,

After having confidered the prefent ftate
of the commerce, marine, and manufattures
of France ; if we caft our eyes on the fitu-
ation andextent of that country, whofe nu-
merous ports are wathed both by the ocean
and Mediterranean; if we refledt that it
contains more than twenty-four millions of
inhabitants; we ought not furely to be
blind to the danger, nor partake of the
aftonithment and ftupor of our political
watchmen ; who, inftead of defcrying dan-
ger from the height to which they have been
raifed; are ftunned and giddy from the ele-
vation, :

IV, The political confequence of France
has only been held up in one point of view.

here is another light in which fhe muft
be exhibited, that fhould lead her to be re-

arded by Britain with a jealous and a
watchful eye :—we had almoft faid as an
object of terror.  But never fhall the hearts
of our brave countrymen receive from us
an impreflion of thekind. Should the hu-
miliating day ever arrive, when, in weigh-
ing ourfelves in the balance with F rance,
we fhould give way to pufillanimous de-
fpondency, every expedient would be in
vain, and the fun of Britain be fet for ever,
Our defire is only to awaken, to roufe; to
alarm.  As foon as our fellow citizens ap-
peat confcious of their f{ituation, we fhall
with the utmoft confidence entruft the reft
to the ipirit, vigour, and good fenfe of a
powerful nation,
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Without farther preface, what we have
next to obferve is, that the power of France,
fuch as we have reprefented it, becomes
more dangerous to us, as it is {olely dire&-
ed againft the Britith nation. A ftriking
feature in our contefts with France, during
the reign of Lewis XIV. and long after-
wards;ss, that we never engaged fingly in
the quarrel, and that the depreflion of Kng-
land was not the primary, the only obje&
of that kingdom. The ftate of things is
now totally changed, and to our degrada-
tion and deftruction does every {cheme
which fhe undertakes ultimately tend. For
this the has quitted her favourite idea of
continental acquifitions ; for this fhe has
raifed that univerfal jealoufy of Britifh am-
bition, the confequences of which we fel¢
{o feverely laft war ; for this, unfubfidized,
and to her own difadvantage, did the fup-
port and give fuccefs to American refift-
ance; for this, are we, by her intrigues,
without a friend or ally in Europe, while
fhe herfelf is ftrengthened by alliances
with all the leading powers on the conti-
nent ?

To this critical fituation we wifh to turn
the attention of our countrymen: on this
we intreat them to dwell with all the atten-
tion and folicitude the importance of the
fubject demands. The danger is great,
and is every day increafing. Our all is at
ftake. While the reft of Europe ftand
aloof" and behold us as #4e accurfed thing of
the Jews, our Gallic foe looks™ with exul-
tation on his future prey, and meditates
when and where to give the mortal blow.
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To the Rev. THOMAS WARTON,
POET LAUREAT.

By PETER PINDAR,

OM ! what the devil wilt thou fay
DOF our GREAT MAN, on New-year’s
ay ?
Exhaufted feems the ftore-houfe of thy brain,
Thy Mufe of late fo feeble grown,
An fuch TR1FLING things has done,
That we fhall have a lamentable ftrain,

By way of TrRAP-DOORS into heav’n,
The K— somEe caariTies hath giv'n ;
Thefe in thy LYRICS thou might’it well
have hinted,
Buat p—x on’t ! ev’ry gracious ad,
(For fear that God might pousT THE FACT)
His M—— has order’d to be prinTED, *

* It is a known truth that whenever a certain
GREAT MAN gives but a folitary fixpence to a
beggar, a hint is communicated to fome of the at-
tendants, that it would not make a bad appearance
in the public papers,

A ZINE

The ftory alfo of the Deer,

In Windfor Park (the BARD too there)
When G——folafh’d a thoufand Bucks and
. Does.

And horfe-whip’d too among the reft,

The Windfor Barber like a beaft,
Already hath grown ftale in verfe and profe,.

What, Thomas! voTHING NEW to fing
Of our fweet Sov’reign Lord the K— ?
Thank God I've ftumbled on a recent ftory ;
Accept a fubje for the praife,
Sublime the theme for Lyric lays,
A theme that crowns the K— with endlefs
glory.
Not only NATURALIST, MUSICIAN,
And {o forth—G—— is an OPTICIAN,
" A MarvELLOUS OPTICIAN let me fay ;
Who being told, that in the Fleet,
Confin’d (I do prefume for debt)
A man of Optic Science flarving lay :

Infpir’d by novelty’s keen rage,
He inftantly difmifs’d a page
The poor imprifon’d famifh’d wretch to
ring :
PAGE to the gloomy prifon went,
Proclaim’d his Mafter’s good intent,
And brought the artift foon before the Kew, -

The K—, as ufual, foon began, .
To thow’r his queitions on the man,

As quick as light'ning, and as thick as hail 5
Star’d at his works with admiration,
Call’d him an honour to the nation,

Then nobly fent him back again to jail | 4

Now, Thomas, is not this fublime,
Will not this deed adorn thy rhyme,
And bid thy Mufe not onlysine but Roar ?
And if for NovELTY fhe thirft,
It fure muft charm—for Ill be curft
1f ever M—~—— p1p THE L1kE before !

+ The Fleet Prifon knows the truth of this ftory
as well as the Poet,

A POEM on the ART of WRITING. ‘

MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED To
Her Grack the Durcugss of DEvoNsHIRE,
By Mr. WILLIAM NOLAN,

S ING, O my mufe! the man who firft
defign’d
The glorious art to paint the human mind—
Which (like the fun) gives univerfal light,
Difpels the thades of intelleftual night,
And fills the world with knowledge and
delight.
To thy peculiar pow’r, great art, we owe
TR’ exalted bleflings which from fcience flow,
In vain had Greece excell’d in arts and arms,
In vain had prov’d how facred wifdom
charms—
Without thy friendly aid ! her Heroes all—
W’oulc}I undiftinguifh’d, with Barbasians
all——
Through thy bright glafs—old Neftor we
admire—
And Heéor’s hersic, martial manly fire—
Plow-—half divine—the fapient fage has
taught——
How—more than man—the god-like hero
fought,
How--the Prince of Bards--{immortal Homer)
{oar’d, .




