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i have oeen trying to find time to write to you ever

Silee leaving Houen, out have not veen succassful so far. e left

Rouen aoout Spam itast donday, arriving at our destination, which we

o

wiiti caii "B'" at 980 the'next morning. I never spent a more uucom—
iortanse night than that night in the train, packed as we were Bb
in a horse-truck with no possibiiity oif lying down. It is ahusins
to see wriitten up on the vans Homumes ©6-40

Chevaux ( en long ) &
I dont snow how wmany horses they could get in uroadways_on}
_we spent one night at "B" and tne next day had a terribls warcn -

0f © wilvs in pouring rain to "K", or what is known as tne close
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wiilet, one and a hali wiies i1rom the iighEing line, where we stop
during tae four days we are in thne trenches. We go in two ccumpanies
et a tiue [or 24 hours, so that during, those four days in close pnil-

ot

iels cach company has 46 hours in the trenches. Of course on the other
gays there are a;ways plenty of fatigues going. After the fo@r days

in close villets we move about three miles pack to a small Vé;lage

"L" where we have four days,rest, so that you are actually in tae
trenches 48 hours a week, which is as much as most men can stand. I

am wrpiting from "L* noﬁ, having marched oack last night.We nave joined

th¢ lst Battalion now and shall go into the trenches with them aiter

-this four days. ----- is actually under sheil fire and we hear the
Gerwan shelis screaming over and dropping on the hill side about :

nall a mile oehind the village, and trying to silence our guns which

are pounding away all day long. One gets quite used to the firing



and | Bave Ohnly neard a iew umen complain tnat it gets on their nerves.
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Ints viiiage --- is one that tne éér&éﬁé H;yé‘uecs tﬁ;éuéh and one '
uui.e;‘eQery ieﬁ Aoiéés”££ 1ﬁ\rdins from shell f‘re. Almost the ‘only
£ ‘ ©im &2 % .\ 5 A i l‘.; T 3 % 3 " - RS
things to pe got in' the vwliage are‘eeffee and oread, and those inhaoi-
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tdpto wao ALE Stlll tnpfe are d01ng a roarlng trade wiiﬁ us in that
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lins. ,It is eAtraordinary how safe one feels out herc in the middxe
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oi everytnln % a nundred tlmes .mors than you 1ma£1ne at home. People
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say that it 1s only tnrougn recxlessness, carelessness or pure oad
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lucx that_any pne_gets )1cked Offe—
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na -durrah! dave ;ust h@d your first two pacxets ol socks and the
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first news J‘nay.  had since leaving. I h d a Ietter from Aunt Louey
£ Eas A ' ITWEREY TR A RA. 0 Lhor Aum R4 3
Jestezday,!audressed Ly Jjou, one from Aunt bEdith and a card {roa
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digs Hurter, )lemse thdHA every one for all their Letters and tell

18 wWeée
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them that T cant wr ite myself as we are onlj allo ed te‘write oTICc o
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a weex now, which will of course oe home. We are aiiewed to send those

field post-cards, but cannot get any untii we are draftead on to tne
main lot. e & o

2lease thank Dorothy very much for the sockse. | have just put
thea on and find them very cvmforﬁaule. They are all the oetter thick
et g ‘ , : > A
as tney fill up tne boot bettex and mane a softer pad lor walsing
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ous, I was in despalr at not hale* received any till today, as [ have

been wearing my .last pair till they were ii.e a board with the wet,
/ “ ¢ - 3 - - ¢ (1
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auascoqsequextif I nave had an awful blister on one of my heels. It

was lice Paradise to get a clean dry pair on. 7
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It seemed .li<e Xuasg ggxbtoegygieye;y 03%11¥}g99d spirits witn
their letters. and parcels from home. By the way, you wignt number your

ietters in future so that [ know how many have missed. I hope you are
4 i 5




O on in the future.
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receiving amine. | wiil nuaber this 1, and

e e R P ————— By the way, how is it that you are
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Dack at the HospitalPe-ew-—--
Thank you all ever so wmuch for the socks.
Pe 5. Yomu two letters | received today are dated 7th and Yth. Have

had no others.

Monday 16th.

il -finished this too late to post lasﬁ night, so am adding sone
today. It has turned auch colder and has obeen snowing heavily oii
and on since early morning. The whole country is now under snow, out
0L a very wet nature and the siush is all the more appalling.

By the way, I wish you®would send me out runch every week, It

would b¢ a periect Codsend, as “eé gei nothing to read here except
stale papers; in fact we hear hardly any news of. what is £oing on
elsewnere. You awight also send ue out soue sort of writing blocx or
pad anc envelopes, nothing larce. I believe tihere are ail sorts o!
things to oe had especially designed for soldiers.

By the way [ dont believe I toid you that I found Kenneth Poweli
when we Joined up witin the others. je.hau a very vaa throat and could
not speax avove a whisper, out nas been perfectly fit he says up till

then -
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Letter from He Dukinfield Jones ..
at the Front. 206th Jan. 1915.

dere we are again on our four days' rest in the village three

wiles pack. 1 tas 1n the trenches yesterday for the first timm. We
C Brisrres Cteaad
went in At eecemmea.. and were rslieved at ---pn yesterday, after
which we wmarched back here, and pretty dead we were at the end of it.
It secemed like Paradize to lie dorn on 2 stone {lcor, and we slept
like tops 211 night. ¥e had awful billete this tiae during our four
days, up in the roof of an old barn with half the tiles off and huge
holes sverywhere letting in rain and wind. You are not sven allowed
te take your boots off during the four days in close biilets, so
you zet very little sleep what with the cold and all the other dis-
comforts. On the days whon we aro mot actually In the trenches we
have ¢ 2o up after dark uarryiw, sandbazs, cose etc up to the trenches,
and very hard work it is splashing through avout tuo niles of licuid
wud scmetises up to your knees, with bullets whizzing about in all
directions. Being in the trenchss is no Joka, though we wers luecky
enough to get a fairly dry one, Lut the cold was awful and we kept
huddled up together in the dug-out as much as possible. Thig is the
most awlful kind of warfare; there is no thrill aboud ii. You saeak
Clsoraed

up to the trenches in the dark 11»9 ----- and siil in the cold and
dreariness, peing potted ( at ) all round {rom an UNSCED GNOWY e
They were putting their i!ells very near us yenterday and the mnud
they  kicked up cams splashinz down all ovar us, You cant think how
we relish these four days' rest, when we can at least chuok ourselves
down on the floor and get a bit of sleep, though evan hore thdre are
plenty of fatigues to do and you never know when you are goiang to be
disturbed to do a guard or something equally annoying. I am feeling
2s fit as can be expected. Of course noarly everyone has colds, but
they are thought nething of. I have nearly got rid of a hacking
cough | have had for a week or so.

+ Please thank Mr Wicksteed very wuch for the book, which I shall
value lamensely, and explain to him that we are only zllowed to write
letters once a wsek, whioh of course must be houe. Alsc please thank
dunt Laily for her letter and say that I should love to get some
- 1llustrated papers 2s she suggested; we hear no news of any kind here
and you can imagine what a Joy it is to get papers {rom home. Also
please thank Hancy and Dorothy for their socks and letters and say
that the former are a perfect Codsend. They [it beautifully. Please

tell everyone that we loas getting letters, bit explain that az we



can only write once a week preplies can only be scarce.

Jour letters seem to be coming through splendidly now
and I got thew all eventually. Dont alter the address whatever you
do; I should probably never get the letters if you addressed them to
head quarters. I hope you are getting my letters all zight. I tpy and
send oif a f{ield post-card every day during our stay here, but of
course cannot do even that when we are up at the firing line.

The bex of things arrived in splendid condition. The cigarettes
and tobacco were well chdsen, just what I like. You needn't send any
more baccy as it is supplied now as aray rations, but the cigarettes
are awful as 2 pule, se a saall packet frowm hggir:ggid be most scoepe-
table. Your last pair of socks has not arrived yet, but I expect it
will come sithar teday or tomorrow.



Lxtracts from letter from H. Dukinfield Jones,
at the Front, dated 28th Jan. 1415 to Feb 2nd

We are askea not to make our letters too long, because of censore-
ing them, so I think the best way is to write in the form of a brief
diary and send it to you‘%hen we get back to our four days' rest.

Jan. 26th. ; ‘

Did an hour's billet guard from llto 12 at night.Very cold and
frosty. Cleared wp in the morning, preparatory to moving ofif to the
close pillets in ths afternoon. Was on baggage fatigue after dinner
moving steres from the quarter-blokes store-room to the square out-
gside the church. Hoved off at ©-15pm and arrived at the close bpillets
after a very pleasant march along the frosty roads with a brilliant
moon.Our company wére lucky enough to get a very comfy billet this
time in the chapsl®of the schools. Someone is strumming Bac#h fugues
on the harmonium while otMers ars having whatevsr supper they happen
to have with them, " or smoking and yarning away, perfectly oblivious
of the music of Bach, sketchy.though it is. It is a funny life,
listening to Bach ®ne moment ancd the next maichlng to the trenches
to the sound of th@ pullets whistling around!,A bow-wow ). Am going
to turn in now, Yph. & :

Jan. 2¢th.

Did nothing till Spm when we paraded for the trenches. | went
into a separate trench with six men and a corporal as listening patrol.
We stopped gﬁere for the nizht and came up to the front line trenches
at day-break.

$an. 30th.

Yery cold in the trenches where I am writing now. Frost and
snowy -nothing doing. We sit still and eat all day and watch the Cer-
Wan shells bursting. Were relieved about 6-30pm and were glad to get
back to odr. oillets and have a good night's rest.

Jan. 3lst) V;QQFV

Had to paradémig fuil warching order at 6-30am to be ready in
\ S 5 '



case of attacke We stood by till daylicht, put were not wanted. Spent
the worning cleaning rifle, bayonet etc.; incidemtally cut wy thumb 4
opening a Jaw tin for breakfast, which caused much inconvenience for
the worning's work. There is a driving east wind with snow, out it
is just on the thaw. Have just oeen speaking to Mr Stone who I toink
I told you Las got a cowmission and is one of No 3 Coy's officers. He
is an asfully good sort and would do anything for our comfort.

By the way one of the men in our platoon who has teen out here
is Morgan who plays footer for tine Priory and knows ail the Thowpsons;
isnt it funny ? He is quite a2 nice chap. Went on a fatigue to the
trenches in the evening, carrying empty sandbags; a lovely moonlit
evening.

Feb. lst.

On sanitary fatigue all day burying ruvbish. Had a lovely wash
under the pump in the sunshine. ¥We warched back for our four days'
rest in the evening. Have got a rotten billet in an old barn this
time.

Fep. 2nd

dent on a fatigue beforé creakfast, dizging holes for ruvopish.
Had a slack day seeing {riends, drinking coffes and eating all day. |
have never felt [itter in my life than I have.felt the last few days;
I have not been really fit till now, and by Jove what a difference
it makes. I am enjoying myself as much as anyone now. This life is
ail right when you are fit out awful when you are not. The last day I
was in the trenchies I had a lovely doze #hth the sun plazing down on
us. We play cards, eat and yarn all day in the trenches when it is
fine, and in fact have quite a good time.

By the ¥ay it quite the thing to get parcels of food-stuifs sent
6ut and [ will give you a list of things that are most acceptavle.
Altnoﬁgn we are well fed there is not much variety and a few delica-
cies are much appreciated.

Cake of any description. BRiscuits. Coccoa ( specially prepared
with milk in paste I believe ) Rivouack cocoa and milk. This is ine
‘valuaole in the trenches. Potted meats. Condensed milk. Camp pies.
The following jaws; honey, marmalade, strawberry. Alwmonds and raisins,
dates, etc. Toffee, caramefs, peppermnints, any other kinds of sweats.



Horlick's malted milk tablets, ginger, sausages, starboard lights.
Any other xinds of things you think would do. These are just some
suzgestions. We have great feeds when we get back here with the con-
tents of parcels from home. 1If you are too ousy to make up a parcel,
perhaps you could get Adams or somepody to send one oute. -—-—---c-- -
————————— Other things [ am much in need of are: a couple of pairs
of loofa socks for voots, size 8. Half a dozen good strong bootlaces.
A tuobe of Kolynos tooth-paste.

The writing pad has arrived, also Punch and No 12 letter; many
thanks for thew all and please thank Father for his letter. [ really
must stop now or the sergeants who have to read this letter will
curse me.

P.S. You neednt put " draft " on my letters any more as we are
Joined up with the lst Batt. now



fin edcdtfiald Jones. 21st Febe. 19lB

ust rieceived Father's letter telling me of your sad

plights Lzat have you oesn and gone and done it for? It is rotten
iudk, and I au s¥idily sorry for you. You must tace greatl care of
yoursell und get all right as quickly as possible. | shall hava to
b8 content as Patner says with a saaller pail bag for tha time beinge.

I cant tell you very much news exscopt that we have had 2 very hapd
time in the trenches this tiue, owing to the frightful woathar.
Coing up the other night I fell into a ditch; I bhad a little swim
and on getting out found I had lost 2y rvifle; however | discovered
it on the bank half buried in the suds It was not a pleasant ex-
perience sitting in my wet things for twenty four hours during the
whole of which tiae it poured with rain and snow. The fact that we
were very heavily shelled during the day did not add to our couforts
Howvever we are most of us none the worse f{or our experisnce. | am
afraid I cannot zo into details because of ths censor, otherwige |
mizht tell you one or twmo interesting incidents; but you must wait
tiil 4 get home to tedd you everything. TYou #1ll have neard by now
of the terrioly sad death of FKenneth Powell. It is too awful to think
of that fine fellew cut off in the prime of his life. ] was taliing
to him only the day pefore his dsath and I never saw hiu looking
fitter. e was just going to take a comimission, but I dont know what
in. There was no-one in tha regiment who won greater admiration or
¥ho #as better loved by all who knew him. de was always ready to
do his share and mors than his shars of work without a grumble. de
.. ¥as shot by a stray buliet while on a fatigue, carrying things up to
“the trenches. The pullet went through his arm and entered his sto-
wmach and he died on his way seek to the hospital. [ have just been
to see his grave in the church yard here, marked like all the others
#ith a plain wooden cross, with the inscription Pte Zenneth Powell
: <« Killed in Actionm
o Febe. IS3th '}5
vHell, 1t is all in the fortunes of war and it {s no good being
morbid avbout it. is a matter of fact we get extraordinarily callous
out here. las at present #earing a pair of boots belonging to a man
e our cempany whe died of shock during the shelling ths other day.
de was the only man who died though there were about fifteen wounded
witn shrapnel. Of course in corparison to the number of men in the
t renches this i3 a véry small per centage, '
It was nice seeing Clive the other day. do looked very [it
and hs was telling we all about his Canadian trip and his stay with
Frank and Mona. VYilly is coming out here shortly in the —-—ce--- so
I hope to see hiw before long. 1 have Just had a long letter from
Mary. She has been down with flu, but is reoo#eing NOWe ——-e-ce--
Yours and Hrs Hac's socks have Just drrived, also various nswse
papers ¢tc for which wmany thanks. The parcel of food-stulis was grand.
We did enjoy the cocoa in the trenches. &a much 1ookking forward to the
néxt parcel. I find Horlick's malted nilk excellent stuff on all sorts
of occasions. Well 1 must stop now or this will net go ofi. ¥r Stone
has Jjust veen in for the letters. L

fuaca bR
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Letter from - H.Dukinfield Jones dated 3rd March 1915

Dear Father, :

I hope wou have got my last letter by now. Please dont worry
if you dont get my letters regularly. It is quite likely that now
that things are beginning to make a move the transports etc will not
be apble to keep going quite smoothly, owing to all the pressure. It
is marvellous to see all the troops that are passing this way daily in
preparation for the general advance. We are still here on our rest
and return to the trenches tomorrow. The weather has improved during
the last few days and the wind we have had ought to have done some-
thing towards drying up the mud. This has been the nicest rest that we
have had so far. We are billeted in a little cottage inhabited by
an old man and his wife and son ( who is a tailor ). We have the use
of their front room ( with a fire! ) where we can sit and read and
write letters. | am actually writing this at a taole, a rare luxury
for us!.

The contents of my last parcel are peing much appreciated, we are
going to have the camp pie for dinner today. By the by you might send
me out one of those unbreakaple pocket shaving-mirrors, | think they
call them the " soldiers) and sailors'" mirror. They are polished
nickel or something of that sort, and are the very thing for this
_life. ;

This is not half a bad little place and you can get quite a lot
in the way of comforts etc if you look for it, even hot baths ! 1.
am going to have one tonight at a steam laundry run by the nuns of
a convent now used as 2 field hospital. You have your bath in the
great concrete tanks that the clothes are washed in, after the work
_is finished at half past eight. It is ripping to feel clean if only
for a few hours. We can get our own clothes washed regularly too,out
we have to take the risk of leaving them behind if we should happen to
be moved somewhere else while they are at the wash.

Of course we are always hearing wild rumours as to where we are
going to be sent to and what is going to be done with us, but no-one
knows from one day to another. We have had no close fighting yet in
the way of attacks or anything of that sort, out we are quite likely
to geh some before we have finished. I, for one, am not pining for
any bayonet scuffles, obut I hope I shall get mine in first if we do
have one !

In the way of recreations we have foot-pall matches and concerts
during rest. The concerts consist almost entirely of comic songs, and
as nobody carries his repertoiee avout with him and can only sing
what he happens to remember, there is not much variety, out that does
not matter and the songs gradually pecome old favourites.

By the way, I should like to see the account of Kenneth Powell in
the Surrey Mirror, you might send it when you get this. That Damned



Daily Mirror or Sketch, I forget which,published an entirely wrong
report of his death, in which it said that he was shot in the throat.
and died instantaneously. It is wicked the way these papers will pub-
lish anything, regardless of its autheaticity.-~--~=-r—=—c=n-—=ne==-=-2

We have just heard a rumour of a big Russian victory on a larger
scale than any yet. They say that the Germans instead of converging
pback have been scattered and had to retreat in open order so to speak.
I shall pe glad if it is true, but [ have lost faith in these damned
Russian victories. There have peen too many of them.

I personally am feeling very cheerful about things, not that I
know anything more than you or anyone knowsg, out it gives one con-
fidence to see all these thousands of troops coming through. 0ld French
knows what he is about. The news of Constantinople is good, but I
cant see how it is going to affect the war, except that we shall not
have to bother about the Turks any more. :

I have just been turned away from the taple as the old man and
his wife want to have their dinner on it, so

Good bye for the present.
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Letter from Mr Stone at the Front, Ifith June 1915

Dear Mr Jones,

I deeply regret to inform you that your son H.D.Jones was
killed in action on the 16th instant at about 4 am. We were taking
part in an attack. Our company had just advanced into the front
German trench which had been taken, and as we were reversing the
parapet your son got a bullét through his mouth instantaneously Killing
him. I think it was from a machine gun they turned on to us.

I know this will be a terrible shock to you as you were hoping
to see him home soon with a commission. 1 am terribly sorry to lose
him as he was such a good fellow and always so cheerful. He was always
ready to do anything that was wanted and to do it well.

He was one of many others I am afraid whom we lost on that day
and the following day. We buried him behind the trench without any
chance of proper ceremony, as we had great difficulty in getting the
wounded away. However he died a soldier's death and has a soldier’'s

grave. [ will try and find out where the spot was as the part of the
line was quite new to us; all I can say is that it was a little to
the west of the Chateau at Hooge. '

His section commander will be writing to you also I think.

I am very sorry to have to give you such bad news. May God give
you all comfort and strength to endure the éreat loss and grant your
son everlasting life.

Believe me
Yours very sincerely,
William. A. Stone.
) 2nd Lieut. H.A.C.
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Letter from Corporal T.H.Fowler at the Front. 18th June 1915
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No 3 Comp.

My dear Sir,

I'am sure | need make no apologies for writing this letter to
express my deepest sorrow at the loss of your son. Since last October
I have been in the same section and for the last four months I have
pbeen his section commander. ! was next to him when he was killed. The
only consolation is ( I know what a small one it is ) that he did not
suffer, death being instantaneous. [ cannot possibly explain to you
how we all admired and loved him. During these six months he was abso-
lutely splendid; he never complained and did more than his share. As
you must know we have been through terrible hardships. He bore them
all so cheerfully and met his death doing his duty to the last.

It seems so sad as he was hoping to go home with his commission.
Our section was terribly cut up. 1 .do think he was happy out here, we
all pulled together so well and he was always so good tempered and
big hearted?gihe whole regiment was so fond of him. I feel it terribly
as I shall always reckon him one of my staunchest friends. We were
both at Lancing College, though | was senior to him.

We hope to put up a cross on his grave at the first opportunity
and if I can possibly manage it I will get a photo of it.

We had nearly 200 casualties in the regiment yesterday.

I enclose the money I found in his pocket, also a few photos etc If
there is anything I can do to help you in your great sorrow please do
not fail to let me know. [ am afraid this is a poor letter and fails

to\gxnjess\!hat I really feel. I can only again express my deepest

S ~=d Miss Jones in your terrible trial.

-‘are spared to come through this horrible war )
% friend and loyal comrade.
rely,
er.

rporal )



