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utmoft affurances to the chief men of the
Whigs, that fhe would put herfelf and her
affuirs into fuch hands as they fhould ap-
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prove, and ‘would do every thing poffible
for the fecarity of the Proteftant religion.
[To be continued. ] :

An Hecount of a monftrous Birth, extracted from the Fournal des Scavans,
with a Plate of it elegantly engraved. :

N the ninth of Augult, 1683, a wo-

man of the parith of Bourgn Breffe
was delivered of twins at ber full time. The
firft-born was well formed, but lived only a
few moments. The fecond came into the
world by the aid of the furgeon, and fhewed
no figns of life. He was but half the fize
of his brother, and only as lavge as a foetus
of fix months ; which made 2 phyfician fup-
pofe that he was bern before his time, and
that he had been conceived after the for-
mer. But in this point we differ from the
phyfician, becaufe le was bomn with hair
upon his head, and with four teeth. His
fmall fize is eafily accounted for. By the
aliment which fhould bave brought him to
ithe ufual growth, an extraordmary fkin

was formed that intirely covered him to the
extremities of his hands and feet, his face exs
cepted, the features of which were tolerubly
formed. This membrane was loofe, and
had folds Jike a fhirt, or a gewn. - The’
fleth beneath it was fmooth and firm, as in
other bodies.  This child had a fort of cape,
or cowl, of the fame fubftance with the
membrane. This cape hung down upon
its back ; though it was eafily brought over
its head in the manner in which it appears
in the print. Its phyfiognomy was that of
an infirm old man 5 and 1its kin all along its
body was more wrinkled than it is here repre-
fented,  The painter drew this child as it
came into the world ; and the annexed
plate exhibits its juft dimenfions.

Tt is to be regretted that SubjeSs of the greateft Importance to the Happinefs of
Mankind were not oftencr defended by fo able a Writer as Voltaire.. W hen
ke turns Champion, however, in Bebalf of Virtue and Religion, to negledl an
Opportunity of acquainting the World with his Atchievements for that nobls

Canfe, would be Injufiice to him, and to the Public.-

Monfieur Mari-

baud hath lately publijbed a Treatife, intitled, the Syflem of Nature; in
which he endeavours to defiroy the Belief of a future State.  To this dange-
rous Book Myr. Voltaire has written a [pirited and maflerly Anfwer ;
the following Esxtrall of which, we doubt noty will be agrecable to our

Readers.

¢ T F I reafon as a natural philofopher,
fays the author, every thing appears to
me incomprehenfible without a God, ‘The
word Nature is to me a mere word 3 but an
intelligent agent fully accounts for thelittle I
am capable of knowing. Upon the fuppofition
that there is a God, I conceive fomething 3
" without him I conceive nothing ; without a
God I can have no idea of order ; without a
God it appears to me abfolutely impoflible
that things fhould be ordered and difpofed as
they are.
¢ You attribute to matter alone the power
of gravitation, the power of communicating
motion, &c. but thisis enly fuppofitioninftexd
of demonftration. You feem to me to
be guilty of what you {o juftly blame in
divines, viz. fetting oeut with begging the
queftion. ;
¢ You combat the opinion of that great
metaphyfician, Dr. Samuel Clarke; 2nd
think that mattcr, which is eternal, ttands in

no need of a mover. Now to me it appears
abfolutely incomprehenfible, that matter, of
itfelf, fhould perform motions eternally re-
gular, and preduce generations of animals
conftantly refembling each other.
¢ I allow you have the better of the Doc~
tor, when he fays that fpace is the fenforiun
of the Deity, that God penetrates matter,
&c. The Doftor wanted to be too know-
ing. You may be in the right, likewife, in
regard to fome of the divine attributes, which
the Dotor rather fuppofes than proves ; but,
when thefe branches are lopped off, the tree
ftill remains : There ftill remains a firft
mover, powerful, intelligent, and who can-
not poffibly be malevolent.
¢ You rejek the chimerical innate ideas of
Des Cartes ; I reject them too: You don't
even fpare the great Newton : Tallow with
you, that Newton was not (o goed a meia-
phyfician as he was a geometrician ; but, if
kis definition of Godis gbfture, it is not cou-
tza»



FOR: MAYy 1471 : < Uk

for keeping things in order il the fuc-
ceflor fhould come. It feemed therefore
necelfary to make an effeftusl provifion a-
gainft diforders that might happen in fuch an
interval. - This was propofed firft by Bi-
thop Burnet, and feconded by the Lord-
treafurer ; and all the Whig went into it ;
and then the queftion was put upon the
other motion, as firtt mads, by a previous
divifion, Whether that thould be put, or
not ?- and was carried in' the negative by
about three to one.  However, fome Lords,
who were for the affirmative, entered their
protefts in rhe following words : ¢ We hum-
bly conceive; that having a prefumptive heir
to the Crown refiding in the kingdom will
be a great ftreng hening to her Majetty's
‘Koyal hands in the admin:ttrazion of the go-
vernment, and fecurity of her Majelty’s
"Royal perforn, and of the fucceffion to the
Crown, as by law eitablithed, in the Pro-
teitant line.” This proteft was fubfcribed
by  Winchelfea, Nottingham, Rochefter,
Leigh, Conway Jerfey, Anglefey, Abingdon,
Buckinghan, Havertham, and Howard.
The Queen heard the debate, and feemed
amazed at the behaviour of fome, who,
when they had credit with her, and appre-
h'nded that fuch a motion might be made
by the Whigs, had poffeffed her with deep
prejucices againt it 5 for they had made her
apprehend, that, when the next fuccefior
thoukd be brought over, fle herflf would be

fo eclipled by it, that fhe would be much’

in the fucceflor’s power, and reign only at
her or his conrtely.  Yet theie very perfons
were profecuting that very metion, wlhich,
they had mde her apprehend, was the mott
fatal thing that could happen. This the
Duchefs of Marlborough told Bifhop Bur-
net, but namel no perfon; and upen it a
very black fufpicion was tuken up by bine,
that the propofers of this matter kaew, er
at leaft believed, that the QCueen would not
agree to the motion, which way foever it
might be brought to her, whether in an ad-
dres, or in a bill; and then they might
veckon, that th's would give fwch a jealoufy,
and create fuch a mifunderftanding between
her and the Parliament, or jather the whole
nation, as would unfeitle her whole govern-
ment, and put all things in diforder.  But
this was enly a fufpicion.

The Duchefs of Malborough, i the
Account of her own Condu&, (p. 160)
clears up this matter ; the fays ihe Earls of
Rochefter and Nottingham, and the other
grave men of the prrty, had not the leaft
hope, or the leaft defire, to cairy their point 3
but, being well affured ihat the Queen
would never confent to fuch an invitation,

‘however, did not fucceed.

nor pardon her Minitkters, if they encouraged
the defign, this was a notable Lratagem to
ruin them, either with her Majefty, or with
the nation ; for, if, in compliance with her
prejudices, they oppofed this motion, it was
to be heped it would draw the public odium
upon them, as declared enemies to the Pro- -
tettant fucceflion.  This hopeful fcheme,
The Whigs op-~
poled theinvitation, and yet preferved their
credit, to'the great mortification of the other
party: 1 know, that my Lord Godolphin,
and. other Great men, were much refleGted
upon, by fome well-difpofed perfons, for not
laying hold of this opportunity, which the
Tories put in their hands, of more effeétu-
ally fecuring the fucceffion of the Crown in
the Houfe of Hanover. But thofe of the
Whigs;, whofe anger againft the Minifter
waus raifed on this account, little knew how
impradticable the projet of invitation was,
and that the attempt would have only ferved
to make the Queen difcard her Miniftry, to
the ruin of the common caufe of thefs king=
doms, and of all Europe. I had often tried
her Majelty upon this fubje® ; and, when I
found that fhe would not hear of the im-
mediate fucceffor's coming over, had preffed
her, that fhe would at Jeatt invite hither the
young Prince of H mover, who was not to be
her immediate fucceflor, and that the would
let him live here as her fon: But her Ma-

~ jelty would liften to no propefal of this kind,

1 any fhape whatfoever. — It was upon.
this occafion that the Queen gave the firft in-
dications of any thing-like a reul reconcile-
ment to the Whigs. She had been
prefent at the debate in the Heufe of Lords
upon the fubject of the invitation ; and had
heard the Duke of Buckingham treat her
with great difrefpect, urging, as an argu-
ment for inviting over the Princefs Sophia,
that the Queen might live tiil fhe did not
know what the did, and be like a child in
the hands of others; and a great deal te
that effett.  Such rude treatment from the
Tories, and the zeal and fuccefs of the
Whigs, in oppofing a motion o extremely
difareexble to her, occafioned her to write
to me in the following terms :

¢ I believe dear Mus. Freeman and
I fhall not difagree, as we have formerly
done ; for I am {enfible of the fervices thofe
people have done me that you have a good
opinion of, and will comtenance them ; and
am thoroughly convinced of the malice and
infblence of therm that you have always been
fpeaking againft.’ ;

And at this time it was that the Queen

authorigd the Lord Godolphin to give the

utmoit
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